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MessengerMessengerMessenger   
As we enter November, those whose 
thoughts are not consumed by sports 
(primarily football, now that the World Series 

and the FedEx Cup and 
Ryder Cup are behind us) 
are probably now beginning 
to think about Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. We are in the 
"pre-holiday" season of 
preparing for turkey, 
Thanksgiving break, possibly 
visiting family, and then on 
to the “Christmas Rush.” 

Family, friends, fellowship, and food are on 
many of our minds! But, it is also another 
"season" in the church calendar: Stewardship 
season. Though the others may sound like 
more "fun," stewardship season, much like 
the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
call to mind our blessings, the gifts we have 
been given, and wonderful times.  The 
stewardship season invites similar thoughts: 
how God has blessed us in so many ways 
(Thanksgiving); and, in particular the gift of 
His Son for our salvation. God's perspective 
is important for this world, but also for all 
eternity! 

Another way to think about "our blessings" is 
to think about God's love for us! He has given 
us life; He has given us the family and friends 
for which we are thankful; He has given us 
the provisions of shelter, food, clothing and 
the abilities, talents and opportunities to 
acquire all that we have. How do we most 
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November 2014 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

Our FocusOur FocusOur FocusOur Focus    

people. It takes people who are willing to invest 
in His work, and sacrificially give to Him of their 
time and resources. Love is costly. We know 
how costly love is when we lose someone we 
love, as many of us have in the last year or two. 
But has your love of God been costly at all? Or, 
are your time and resources about you, and not 
about Him? 

Please remember this November as you pledge 
that you are not pledging to a budget, you are 
pledging to the Lord and to His work. You are 
seeking to be guided in your giving by His Word 
and example. We can always find reasons not 
to give; but in reality, there are many good 
reasons to give; and, there is the best reason: 
because it expresses our love, as well as our 
stewardship, for a Lord who created us, loves 
us, and blesses us. 

My plea: give generously; work toward a tithe, 
give a tithe or beyond; look to see how our Lord 
might use you at our church and in our 
community (or in missions!); see it as an 
expression of your giving of yourself and the 
depth of your love. Love is action and tangible, 
and love is expressed. One way we can 
express our love of the Lord and others, is by 
sacrificially giving of ourselves and our 
resources: a reflection of the cross for the One 
who loves you and gave Himself for you. 

And, one other note: leave a legacy of your love 
for Him, and for His church in your will. You will 
leave a legacy and witness to this community of 
your love for the Lord, and the priority of your 
life. The church is for Him, for us, and for future 
generations; and giving, which the cross 
represents, is not only the beginning of the 
church, but the legacy of our Lord and His 
church. As you count your blessings as we 
move toward Thanksgiving, remember the Lord 
and His church, and express your thanks, 
overflowing from a grateful heart, in tangible 
ways: through your life, service, time, and 
resources. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

often show love in this world to family and 
friends? Our time: yes! And, we give of our 
resources! I have heard it said, and I am sure 
many of you have as well (and, I have said it, 
though it is not original with me): "If you want 
to look at who and what you value, look at 
your calendar and your checkbook." We 
spend time with those whom we love; we 
spend our resources to express that love and 
bless others. 

Jesus said, "the first and greatest 
commandment is this: love the Lord your God 
with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength; 
and the second is like it: love your neighbor as 
yourself." If love is expressed by your time and 
your resources, how does that "work" when it 
comes to our relationship with the Lord? Do 
we spend time (even the word "spend" here 
gives a hint!) with the Lord in worship, growing 
in the knowledge and love of Him through 
Bible study? Do we spend time with Him in 
prayer. And, even serving Him, which 
oftentimes means serving others (behind the 
scenes or overtly). And, loving God means 
that we give to the people and things He 
cares about: His church, His work, His people, 
and those in our world who have needs. 

Jesus spent a lot of time talking about our use 
of resources, as well as our use of time and 
energy. He talks about the tithe (one tenth of 
our income) being the least of our giving (see 
Matthew 23); and, giving to the poor, the 
orphans and widows, and even to the Temple 
(called the "Temple tax") as something to be 
provided. Jesus would go so far as to say that 
"those who love me keep my 
commandments," which would imply more 
than simply the 10 Commandments. He even 
talks about, in so many words, the "spirit" of 
the law and not just the "letter" of the law. 

We could do so much more here at St. Luke’s 
if our members tithed, and, even gave 
generously beyond the tithe! God wants His 
church to grow, to bless others, to be a light in 
the community and beyond. That takes lives 
dedicated to Him and to His Kingdom, His 

Greg Kronz 
Rector Rector Rector Rector     
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Transitions 
• BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    - none  

• DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths    - Carol Melcher, Margaret 
Gough 

• New Members New Members New Members New Members     -  none  

• Transfer Out Transfer Out Transfer Out Transfer Out  -  Nancy Vennes  

Flower Guild 
The following dates are open for 
flower memorials: November 9 and 
23. The Flower Guild will be placing 
envelopes for the Christmas Flower 
offerings in the pews on November 
30th the First Sunday of 
Advent.  We hope you will send in your 
Memorials so that we may decorate our 
beautiful sanctuary in honor of the 
Christmas Season with wreaths, greens, 
roping and poinsettias.  Very many thanks – 
Joyce Stebbing and Leigh Ann Hoppe, 
Flower Guild. Questions? Contact Joyce 
Stebbing - 686-2166; 
joycestebbing@roadrunner.com 

SC Diocese E-Newsletter 
You can receive the newsletter of the South 
Carolina Diocese by subscribing from the 
Diocesan website: www.dioceseofsc.org 

Church Mouse 
Carol Gyllenhoff 

If you haven’t come in to 
see the Christmas room, 
you need to do it now! 
Even if you just wish to 
browse, the continually 
changing display of 
yuletide items will put you in the Christmas 
spirit. You’ll be tempted, as I was, to add to 
your holiday collection. Even if you’re 
already up to the gills with “stuff”, you’ll find 
items that you can’t resist passing along to 
friends and loved ones. 

Anyone for pants? Ladies, that is. We are 
having a sale in November – $1.00 
each! Check it out. While you’re at it, 
specified furniture and household 
accessories will be on sale, also. If you 
have an expanding family, this is one good 
way to stretch your Santa budget.  

Lest you get the wrong impression, 
remember that our purpose is to raise 
monies for missions and local outreach. We 
are accepting grant applications from 
501©3 corporations (nonprofits) now 
through November 15th. They are available 
online (go to the St. Luke’s website) or stop 
into the shop. The grants committee has 
already met to discuss policy; members are 
committed to prayerfully considering the 
requests. Funds will be disbursed at the 
end of the year. 

Of course none of this would be possible 
without the wonderful support from 
parishioners and members of the 
community. We are humbled by the 
generous gifts of goods and time. We’ve 
said it before and we’ll say it again – our 
heartfelt thanks for your help. 

Fall Ladies' Bible Studies 

Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of 
LadiesLadiesLadiesLadies 

Meeting in the Ministry Building at 12:30 on 
Tuesdays until 2:30 will be Phyllis Shirer's 
study of Gideon:  Your Weakness, God’s 
Strength. 

If you've ever struggled with insecurity or 
had trouble accepting your limitations this 
study will help you see how God can use 
your weakness to unlock His strength. Join 
a delightful group of ladies on Tuesday for 
a Bible study that will open your eyes to a 
brand new perspective on yourself, you 
God, and....Gideon." The study involves a 
dvd presentation by Priscilla, a workbook 
for homework and a group discussion 
weekly for 8 weeks. 

Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all 
ages and features childcare.ages and features childcare.ages and features childcare.ages and features childcare.    

Meeting in the Ministry Building at 9:30 on 
Wednesdays until 11:30 will be Chip 
Ingram's study House or Home?:  Marriage 
Edition: God's Blueprint for a Great 
Marriage. 

The book thoroughly explores God's design 
for marriage and the roles of husband and 
wife.  In this straight-shooting series, Chip 
Ingram challenges the status quo and fives 
clear, compelling help for couples that long 
for unity and fulfillment in their marriage. 
The study includes a short dvd presentation 
by Chip; a workbook for homework and 
lively discussion with the group for 8 week. 
Childcare: if you need childcare:  please, let 
us know asap. 

For further information on either study and 
to register: email Judi Clifford at 
campclifford@aol.com or phone 247-4858. 

Thanksgiving Day Service 

There will be a Thanksgiving Day 
service at 10:00 AM on Thursday, 
November 27. 

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

Help Spruce Up Our 
Grounds 
Join the St. Luke’s Grounds Committee for 
a morning of fun on Saturday, November 
22nd from 9 til’ noon as we enhance our 
church grounds and clip for the Lord! You 
don’t need to be a landscape expert, just a 
willing soul who’s not afraid of a little dirt.  
So round up those garden gloves and come 
on over … we promise to have you home in 
time for your favorite game! For further 
information contact Nancy Bachelder at 689
-3300 or via e-mail at 
nancy@charter1commercial.com.   

Many thanks to all of you who have 
expressed an interest in ordering inscribed 
bricks to be placed in the  Bell Tower 
courtyard.  A brochure outlining pertinent 
ordering information should be ready in 
early November. Watch for details. 

Note From Martha Horn 
Dear St. Luke’s family, 
I did not want to wait one more minute to tell 
you all how very much I appreciated your 
many, many cards, notes, meals, visits, 
phone calls  and basically YOUR LOVE for 
me during my latest episode of cancer. God 
is truly blessed me by putting me in your 
midst. Thank you so much for your support 
and prayers during a very tough time in my 
life. I am praising the Lord that with your 
prayers and His incredible mercy, and 
healing power, I am doing very well and it is 
a joy to be back with you.  

Love ya so much and blessed to serve our 
Lord Jesus and you all. 

Martha Horn 



Page 3 

A Special Choir for 
Christmas Eve 
10:30pm Carol Sing10:30pm Carol Sing10:30pm Carol Sing10:30pm Carol Sing    

11:00pm Service  11:00pm Service  11:00pm Service  11:00pm Service      

We’re building a special choir to 
sing on Christmas Eve at the 
11:00pm service!  The choral 
music of Christmas is just too 
beautiful to not enjoy preparing 
and singing it at this magical 
midnight service, which 
concludes early Christmas 
morning around 12:15am. 

Rehearsals:  Tuesdays, 5:15 to 
6:30pm 

November 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 23 

December 24: 9:30pm rehearsal 
before 10:30pm Carol Sing & 
Service    

For more information or to join 

this special choir, contact Nina 
Rodman 422-0490 or 
ninarodman@aol.com.   NO 
auditions!  

On Christmas Eve, St. Luke’s On Christmas Eve, St. Luke’s On Christmas Eve, St. Luke’s On Christmas Eve, St. Luke’s 
services are as follows:services are as follows:services are as follows:services are as follows:    

4:30 Family Service (Rite II, 
communion) 

8:00 Service (Rite II, communion) 

11:00 Service (Rite II, 
communion) 

FRANCOIS OLIVIER, organist, in concert 
Sunday, November 16 at 4:00pmSunday, November 16 at 4:00pmSunday, November 16 at 4:00pmSunday, November 16 at 4:00pm    

Holy Family Catholic Church, HHIHoly Family Catholic Church, HHIHoly Family Catholic Church, HHIHoly Family Catholic Church, HHI    

    

Sponsored by theSponsored by theSponsored by theSponsored by the    

Low Country Chapter Low Country Chapter Low Country Chapter Low Country Chapter ----    American American American American 
Guild of organistsGuild of organistsGuild of organistsGuild of organists    

andandandand    

Holy Family ChurchHoly Family ChurchHoly Family ChurchHoly Family Church    

24 Pope Avenue 24 Pope Avenue 24 Pope Avenue 24 Pope Avenue ----    HHIHHIHHIHHI    

Tickets: $20.00Tickets: $20.00Tickets: $20.00Tickets: $20.00    

Available at: 

· Saint Francis Thrift Store, 8 Southwood Park Dr. HHI 

· Burkes Main Street Pharmacy, 1101 Main St. HHI 

· On Call- Ticket reservations: email icompose4u@gmail.com 

· At the Door 

*All Proceeds to benefit the LCCAGO Scholarship Fund 

Pope Avenue Divas +1 
On Friday, November 14, “The Pope Avenue Divas + 1” perform 
patriotic music and favorite hymns in celebration of Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving, and All Saints Day.   

The Pope Avenue Divas, who 
work in churches on or near 
Pope Avenue, Hilton Head 
Island, are DEBBY GRAVES, 
organist at St. Andrew by the 
Sea Methodist Church; NINA 
RODMAN, Minister of Music & 
Organist, St. Luke’s Church; 
JOOSOO SON, organist at 
Providence Presbyterian 
Church.  The “+1” is JONATHAN DAVIS, Director of Music & Organist, 
St. Francis Catholic Church, HHI. 

Some highlights of the concert include arrangements of “Now Thank 
We All Our God”, “America”, and “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”. 

Now in its 16th season, this recital series features organists from 
around the Southeast and beyond. These recitals, presented by the 
Low Country Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, are held the 
2nd Friday of every month throughout the year, 12:00noon to 1:00pm, 
at St. Luke’s Church, 50 Pope Avenue, HHI. 

Admission is FREE and the public is invited. (LCCAGO.org or 
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org). 

François Joseph Olivier 

Paris, France 
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CFMCFMCFM   Children & Family MinistryChildren & Family MinistryChildren & Family Ministry   

Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Youth Director 
youth@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

 

(843) 785-4099 
stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Nathan Bistis, Associate Rector 
nathanbistis@stlukeshhi.org 

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School    
Sunday School continues at 9:00 on 
Sunday mornings. Too often we say 
things like “I had my turn,” when in fact 
doing God’s work is not about taking 
turns but rather responding to a call to 
that specific ministry. I am greatly 
encouraged that we have some new 
teachers this coming year who are 
responding to God’s call in their lives, 
and that we have an incredibly strong 
and faithful CFM team. We will begin 
Sunday School with a liturgical service 
based on the midday office from 9:00-
9:20am. The children will then break up 
into groups with their teachers/leaders/
counselors for discussion and activities 
appropriate to their ages until 9:50.  

CFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission Statement    
The Children and Family Ministry will 
encourage the collective Church 
family and the individual families in 
our congregation, to focus on the 
Word of God as revealed through 
Scripture, to pray together daily, to 
be involved in service to the family of 
God, and in outreach both locally 
and internationally. Instruction will be 
given in a liturgical context in an age 
appropriate way through songs, 
storytelling, and interactive activities. 
Intergenerational learning will be 
encouraged so that families can 
develop the skills and confidence to 
build and strengthen the Christian 
faith within their family group. 

Parents’ PrayerParents’ PrayerParents’ PrayerParents’ Prayer    

On Thanksgiving Day, why not 
take each one of your children 
and stand him/her before you and 
give thanks for him/her. As Jesus 
took children in his arms and 
blessed them, so now I ask God's 
blessing on N.  

Heavenly Father, I praise you for 
his/her birth; surround him/her with your blessing that 
he/she may know your love, be protected from evil, and 
know your goodness all his/her days. May he/she learn 
to love all that is true, grow in wisdom and strength and, 
in due time, come through faith and baptism to the 
fullness of your grace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
AMEN. 

Past 50 / Next 50 Celebration 
We are embarking on another 50 years of worship, 
in community at St Luke's Church. We are so 
blessed to have the freedom to worship in a bible 
based environment with pastors who Shepard us 
from the heart. 

To celebrate, we are planning a lovely party that will 
be sure to impress upon us the importance of the 
past 50 years and spur us on towards providing 
shelter, encouragement and guidance for the next 
generation. 

To help us prepare we are hoping you can provide 
some of your own memories of your time at St. 
Luke's Church. We are looking for pictures from the past 50 years. Please be sure you give 
us copies, not your precious originals. They just may buried in the time capsule to be opened 
50 years from now! Label them with as much information as you can remember, dates, event 
and names. 

If you have a memory and can not find a picture to support it, please jot that down and mail it 
to the church office at 50 Pope Ave HHI SC 29928. Clearly label it as "Past 50 Celebration". 
You may also email memories it if you prefer to tkunich@gmail.com. 
 

Save the date Save the date Save the date Save the date ----    January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015  

Member Pledged Giving  2014 

Don’t forget to catch up your pledge – year end is right around the corner!!  

 September 2014  Year-to-Date @ September 30 

 Actual Budgeted Variance  Actual Budgeted Variance 

Income 65,156 74,828 (9,672)  800,228 731,872        68,356 

Expenses 86,521 93,382 (6,861)  825,429 831,959 6,530 
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Stuff to Know About 

High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night:  SUNDAYS 6:30-
8:00PM in new ministry building 

NOV 2    6:30PM-8:00PM        

NOV 9    6:30PM-8:00PM 

NOV 16  6:30PM-8:00 PM 

NOV 23  NO YOUTH MEETING 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

NOV 30  (TBA) PIZZA NIGHT 

Middle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth Night: 
WEDNESDAYS 6:00PM-7:30PM in new 
ministry building 

NOV 5    6:00PM-7:30PM 

NOV 12  6:00PM-7:30PM 

NOV 19  6:00PM-7:30PM 

NOV 26  NO YOUTH  MEETING 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Need more information? Please contact 
Steve: Cell number is (843) 540-4025 
Email: stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Relationship 

Steve Chisholm 

Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.” One of my main goals 
is to show the kids that a relationship 
with God through Christ is the one 
relationship that remains constant on 
God’s end throughout our transient lives.  
He fills our deepest hunger and 
quenches our thirst for life. All of our 
trips, retreats and weekly meetings strive 
to bring kids to a deeper connection to 
this relationship to Christ . 

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATEMIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATEMIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATEMIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE Our 
Wednesday middle school nights have 
been growing in numbers as the kids 
have been looking at the basics of the 
Christian faith found in the Gospel of 
Mark. We play some crazy games, ask 
some questions that relate to their lives 

and show how a relationship with 
God is a solid foundation for them to 
build their lives. 

HIGH SCHOOL UPDATEHIGH SCHOOL UPDATEHIGH SCHOOL UPDATEHIGH SCHOOL UPDATE  On Sunday 
Nights we have been going through 
the Youth Alpha video series, which 
takes a look at the Christian faith and 
what it mean to be a follower of 
Christ. We have had positive 
response with this series from the 
students, as it does a great job to 
show how faith in Christ intersects 
with our everyday lives.  After a 
recent meetings one of the students 
was very moved by the video 
discussion and we prayed with him 
and gave him a Bible and devotion 
book.. He has been hungry to get 
into God’s word and build on his new 
relationship with Christ. 

LOOK Who's Cooking! 
Are you up for a new experience of 
God?  Has He been tapping you on the 
shoulder?  Is your 
comfort zone way 
too comfortable? 

Well, we have just 
the thing for you: a 
two week trip to 
Tanzania?  We are 
leaving the 29th of 
June and returning 
on the 13th of July (if 
we can get tickets for 
that time).  This is a 
trip unlike all others!  We are planning a 
medical mission and evangelical outreach 
to Kibindu, the little village that has their 
church named after us: St. Luke's Anglican 
Church!  

We need medical people or 
those willing to assist the team 
(last time Greg was helping 
with Malaria tests!).  We bring 
doctors and nurses from the 
Anglican Clinic in Dar es 
Salaam and there is a nurse 
living there now, (The Church 
Mouse paid for her 
training).  People walked for 

days to get to the Medical Mission. We do 
not know how they heard about us...but 
they came. It was incredible! 

The evangelical outreach 
to the children and women 
was something we didn't 
quite expect...Muslim 
women intent on listening 
to the story of the Good 
Shepherd brought joy to 
our hearts. 
This year we 
have been 
asked to 
expand the 
evangelism 

to include a baptism service 
at the end!  So if you have a 
heart for children, a heart to 
bring them the love of Jesus, 

a heart 
for the 
lost 
men and women, 
listen to God and 
hear what He is 
saying to you. 

Our second week, we 
will be spending time 
helping out at the 
secondary and 

primary schools.  The secondary finally has 
a new headmaster and they are looking for 
ideas and help.  We also hope to visit the 
Valentine Project's new orphanage while we 
are there, (now it is still under construction). 

We try hard to keep the cost of the trip as 
low as possible.  Our last trip was 
$2744....and that was for everything, 
including a mini safari at the end of the trip. 
We found a different hotel that was perfect 

for a mission 
trip....clean, in good 
repair and 
inexpensive!  Please 
pray and ask God if 
this is where He 
might be asking you 
to step out in faith 
and to join us.  The 
hardest part of the 
trip was saying 
good bye when it is 
time to go home. 
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Tom Green, Missions Committee 
Chairperson 

tgreen11@gmail.com  
843-540-9609  

 

Teresa Kunich 

I have been your Missions Committee 
Chairperson for almost four years now and 
it has been an honor and a privilege to 
serve you and the missionaries we support 
in this capacity. I am excited to announce 
that Tom Green will be taking over as the 
Missions Committee Chairperson and 
Sarah Tillman has joined the committee as 
Treasurer. Tom has been a dedicated 
member of the committee for around five 
years and has traveled on several trips to 
Honduras as well as working closely with 
Kairos Prison Ministries for a few years. He 
certainly understands the needs and 
dynamics of the missionaries and those we 
serve as he has worked in many capacities 
of missions and ministries. He will lead the 
charge with a heart for missions and a 
willingness to serve the missionaries as 
well as the church.  

Another change we have implemented is 
having Sarah Tillman come on board as 
our new treasurer.  Sarah has a huge heart 
and a willingness to serve. She has had 
her eye on mission trips for a while and we 
will likely get her on a mission trip in the 
very near future. Please welcome each of 
these persons into their new positions and 
know that God has big plans for missions 
at St. Luke’s Church. We have been 
blessed immensely by having the Church 
Mouse come alongside us in our efforts. 
We have been able to add a few new 
projects for 2014, including HELP West 
Africa, The Pink Bus Ministry and 
supporting Philip Walley working with 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship to our list 
of recipients for the year. Please keep the 
committee and the missionaries in your 
prayers for the coming year. 

Blessings and Peace, Teresa Kunich 

Tom Green and Sarah Tillman Assume Roles 

Philip Walley 

Last May I accepted a full-time ministry 
position with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
to start an International Student Chapter at 
Purdue University. InterVarsity is a student 
movement that began in 1877 at the 
University of Cambridge in 
England when a group of 
students decided to meet 
together to pray and study the 
Bible. After making its way to 
America in the late 1930s, 
InterVarsity USA has become 
a national Christian 
organization that seeks to 
facilitate transformation 
among students and faculty in their love for 
Jesus on college campuses throughout the 
country. Through InterVarsity, college 
students from all different ethnicities and 
church backgrounds come together to build 
community and grow deeper in their 
understanding and love of Jesus.  

My involvement with the Purdue 
Undergraduate InterVarsity Chapter began 
my freshman year of college. However, it 
was not until I was a junior that I became 
committed to the group. During this time 
Purdue InterVarsity was going through many 
changes and vast growth. The group began 
to change their internal focus to an external 
one by reaching out to various areas and 
groups on campus with the Gospel. As I 
participated in more and more outreach 
events with InterVarsity, God revealed to me 

that my faith 
should be 
reflected in 

every aspect of my life and not just at church 
on Sunday or once a week at InterVarsity 
Bible study. My faith became more than just 
an internal relationship and instead God’s 
love flowed out of me externally to my friends 
and acquaintances on campus. Throughout 

this transformation I began 
to see multi-ethnicity 
through God’s eyes and, as 
a result, my love for and 
desire to reach out to 
international students grew 
immensely.  

I built and developed 
several friendships and 

connections with international students, both 
through my classes and through several 
outreach events with InterVarsity. I soon 
realized that many of the international 
students at Purdue are coming from countries 
where Christianity is not preached in public. 
However, often these students are interested 
and curious to learn who this Jesus guy is 
and why He is so important to so many 
people. Therefore I began to focus my 
involvement with InterVarsity as a student on 
sharing and explaining my Christian faith with 
my friends. As a result, I was given the 
opportunity to start studying the Bible with a 
couple of non-Christian international friends. 
Through these Bible studies, my friendships 
with these students continued to grow and 
develop as we wrestled with their many tough 
questions about faith and God. It has been 
exciting to watch these students grow closer 

to God over the past few years, and I am 
eager to continue developing these 
friendships as my work with InterVarsity 
continues. 

Since I graduated in May most of my full-
time InterVarsity work has been fundraising 
for this position. At the end of September, I 
reached my first fundraising goal of 70 
percent of my budget pledged. Therefore, I 
am just beginning to work part-time on 
campus at Purdue until I am 100 percent 
funded, and my goal is to be fully funded by 
the end of December. In the short term, I 
want to lay the ground work for an 
international student InterVarsity chapter by 
developing and discipling a core group of 
international students within the 
undergraduate chapter already in place. This 
way, in the future, we will be strong enough 
to break off from the undergraduate chapter 
to put our focus on reaching the international 
population at Purdue. I ask that you continue 
to pray for me and Purdue InterVarsity as we 
seek to reach these goals. Finally, I would 
like to again thank the missions committee 
for agreeing to partner with me and my 
ministry through financial support. I also 
want to thank the St. Luke’s Parish Family for 
all of the love and support I received over the 
years and that I am continuing to receive 
now. I look forward to our relationship 
growing as we begin to partner in this 
exciting new way. 

Philip Walley’s InterVarsity Student Ministry 

Christmas Giving Trees 
Christmas is just around the 
corner! The Missions 
Committee would, again, like 
to ask you all to come 
alongside us in our plan to 
bring goodwill to our 
Missionaries. They were 
overwhelmed last year with our 
Christmas giving project and were very excited to 
get that extra little bonus from us for Christmas. 

Soon you will see the “Christmas Giving Trees” 
erected. On the trees you will find various gift 
ideas attached to a “keepsake ornament” for 
your family to choose from.  Keep the “keepsake 
ornament” for your tree, and send the donation in 
to us in the attached envelope.  

Be a part of making someone else’s Christmas 
blessed. Your heart will be blessed in knowing 
that you have given to someone less fortunate 
than yourself. 
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Lowcountry Autism 
Foundation 
“From Our Community; For Our “From Our Community; For Our “From Our Community; For Our “From Our Community; For Our 
Community.”Community.”Community.”Community.”    

The Lowcountry 
Autism Foundation, 
Inc., is a local, 
volunteer-based 
non-profit 
dedicated to 
removing barriers and increasing access to 
early clinical diagnosis and treatment 
services, for individuals and families living 
with autism. The Foundation provides all of 
its services free of charge to the families 
they support. 

Approximately 1 out of every 68 children 
currently born in the United States will be 
diagnosed with autism. Unfortunately, 
parents typically have few resources in 
seeking support for themselves and their 
child, particularly within the Low Country of 
South Carolina; they are entering an entirely 
new stressful and confusing situation. LAF 
seeks to advocate for the family by assisting 
parents to identify and benefit from all 
available resources. As the Foundation’s 
paid staff is limited in number, it relies to a 
significant degree on the goodwill and 
generosity of volunteers to assist families at 
the time of diagnosis as well as throughout 
the treatment process. 90 percent of LAF’s 
income goes to support programs. 

Until the Foundation’s conception by Tami 
Lawrence and Tripp Ritchie in 2007, Low 
Country families wishing to have their 

children evaluated for potential Autism 
Spectrum Disorders were forced to travel to 
the Medical University of South Carolina. 
Despite the fact that early diagnosis and 
intervention are key to ensuring the best 
long-term outcomes for autistic children, 
MUSC’s assessment waiting list generally 
exceeds six months and may take as long 
as eleven months. Consequently, one of 
LAF’s primary objectives is to reduce this 
delay to a couple of weeks; the Foundation 
aims to conduct a minimum of such 
assessments annually. 

LAF does not charge the families for 
services, yet the training of LAF assessment 
teams and conduct of individual sessions is 
hardly inexpensive; although cost varies 
depending upon the complexity of the case, 
the average assessment costs 
approximately $2,500 and provides for 
insurance, materials, and other related 
clinical support. LAF is therefore most 
indebted and appreciative of the generosity 

Andrea Myers, Outreach Director 
gamyers@roadrunner.com 
843-689-3880  

of its donors, whose invaluable 
contributions allow the Foundation to 
continue providing much-needed services 
to the coastal community. The diagnostic 
services provided by the Lowcountry Autism 
Foundation allow families to qualify for and 
receive insurance support from personal 
and state healthcare systems, and place 
the child on the road to intensive therapy 
that maximizes their future success. 
Through its ability to provide the earliest 
possible assessment of autism spectrum 
disorder at no cost to the client, LAF 
continues to provide an essential support 
mechanism for families, and optimizes the 
long-term potential of autistic children 
throughout the Low Country.  

LAF has evaluated and diagnosed 154 
children over the last 7.5 years on Hilton 
Head Island. LAF is the only local (Coastal 
SC) clinic that evaluates bi-lingual children 
and children between the ages of 4 and 18 
years of age. 

LAF has partnered with MUSC to provide 
critical autism care navigation to children 
diagnosed by MUSC or LAF.  The family 
shoulders most of the stress, work and cost 
of raising a child with autism.   For the 
foreseeable future it will take a tremendous 
effort and a lot of resources to provide the 
basic intervention services to children with 
autism in our area.  LAF is a foundation to 
build from for every family with a child with 
autism needing support in our area.  For 
more information go to  www.lafinc.org. 

The Esther Project Update 
The Esther Project is a fund established “for 
such a time as this”, to assist St. Luke’s 
families struggling to make 
ends meet-a special 
challenge when dealing with 
job loss, unexpected illness, 
medical expenses, or other 
unanticipated needs.  The 
Esther Project has helped 
many families with short-
term needs throughout the year. Recently a 
single mother, who is working hard to 
regain financial stability, received gas and 
food cards from the Esther Project.  On 
behalf of the many families blessed by your 
past generosity, we thank you.  

In anticipation of increasing needs for the 
holiday season, the Esther Project Board 
asks that you prayerfully consider a 

contribution to assist St. Luke’s families who 
need help to have a joyful Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. If you feel led to support this 

ministry, checks should be 
written to St. Luke’s Church 
with Esther Project noted in 
the memo line and placed in 
the offering plate or left in the 
Ministry Center. Gift cards for 
groceries, gas, or Walmart 
are also welcome.  If you 
know of a family in need or 

have any questions concerning this 
ministry, please contact Janis Schluchterer 
through the church office.  

God’s Word tells us to “Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the 
Law of Christ.” (Galations 6:2) What better 
way can we share our love of Christ than by 
helping those within our church family?  
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offered in faith 
will make the 

sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If 
he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore 
confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous man is powerful 
and effective.” 

We also pray because Jesus 
commanded us to pray, 
modeled prayer for us, and 
gave us an example. The 
Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 8:9-
13 includes praising God for 
who he is, asking for God’s 
will to be done, for his daily 
provision for our needs, for 
forgiveness for ourselves and 
others and his protection 
from the evil one. 

So, what happens when it seems that our 
prayer hasn’t been heard or answered? There 
are many who feel that God isn’t listening. 
There are others who feel that they don’t have 
enough faith, that they aren’t asking for the 
right reasons or they aren’t righteous enough. 
Others may wonder why pray when God is 
going to do what he wants anyway. 

Years ago when I was struggling with a 

painful situation in my life, I found a book in a 
rummage sale called, May I Hate God, by 
Pierre Wolff. I didn’t especially hate God, but 
I sure wasn’t happy with him. This book dealt 
with the reality of suffering in life and gave 
me permission to share my true feelings with 

Jesus. For the first time I realized 
that God already knows my 
thoughts and feelings, and rather 
than isolate from him, he likes us to 
ask him for comfort in the midst of 
our suffering. God doesn’t cause 
our suffering, but he wants us to 
know he understands and 
empathizes. Jesus certainly 
suffered and wasn’t rescued from 
his pain, and he called out to the 
Father and chose to willingly submit 
to the Father’s purpose. The point 
is that God is always with us and 
loves us through all situations we 
may face. He is interested in our 

understanding that he wants a loving, 
intimate relationship with us in which we feel 
free to be vulnerable before him. 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I 
pray that each of us is able to feel God’s 
constant presence in our daily life and are 
truly able to live into 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks 
in all circumstances, for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.” 

Counselor’s Comments: Why Do We Pray? 
Sharon Smith 

Recently in our Bible Study we were asked, 
“Have you ever felt like God wasn’t listening 
when you prayed?” This caused us to 
discuss prayer at length. In our instant 
gratification culture, we have little patience 
and do not understand having to wait for 
anything. Years ago I heard a Bible teacher 
say that God always hears our prayers but 
his answer can be “yes,” “no” or “wait.” And 
how do we feel when the answer is not the 
one we want? It seems to me, it is important 
to look at why we pray. 

Most importantly, we pray in order to grow in 
our relationship with Jesus which involves 
communicating our hearts to him and 
learning to hear his voice and guidance. 
There are a number of different types of 
prayers and acronyms for remembering 
them, none of which I can recall right now. 
However, I do remember that we pray to 
PRAISE God for who he is, to make 
REQUESTS to God for ourselves and others, 
to CONFESS our sins, and to THANK God 
for the numerous ways in which he blesses 
us. James 5:13-16 says, “Is any one of you 
in trouble? He should call the elders of the 
church to pray over him and anoint him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer 


