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MessengerMessengerMessenger   
As we enter September, I will have just 
returned from my mom's funeral and a brief 
vacation. What a whirlwind of a summer it 

has been for me and my 
family! 

I want to thank you for the 
wo nd e r f u l  p r a y e r s , 
thoughts, and support that 
my family and I have been 
receiving from you! It has 
been a difficult time, but a 
truly special last few 
months with my mom. I 

particularly want to thank Norm, the Vestry 
and my Staff who said "go when you need to 
go, and do what you need to do" during the 
last few months of my mother’s life. We are 
so blessed with our Vestry and Staff!! 

As we begin our fall programming, I am so 
thankful to be back, and excited about all 
that is coming. Nathan, a team of leaders 
working with our "Connection Groups" and 
the Education and Discipleship Committee 
have put together an awesome "menu" for 
you to feed on! Please take advantage of 
one, or even more than one of the 
tremendous offerings placed before you, 
including and especially “The Essential 
Jesus.” Whitney Kuniholm will be our 
preacher on September 7th to "kick us off," 
much like he was last year to kick off "The 
Essential 100." And our children will be well 
provided for this year on Sundays and 
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September 2014 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

Our FocusOur FocusOur FocusOur Focus    

Lastly, I hear this phrase from time to time: 
"no regrets." Maybe I am different, but I have 
regrets. My family was not perfect; I was not 
always "edifying" in my speech or actions. I 
have said words and acted in ways that hurt 
people, including my mom, I am sure. Even 
when I wasn't being a "jerk," I could 
sometimes say something that may have hurt 
another. My family is filled with "teasers," 
"kidders" and "pranksters." I am sure that most 
of you have seen that side of me! I know that 
my staff can vouch for that, as well as my 
family! And, I must confess, I do have regrets 
from time to time! I am trying to get better at 
watching when I am stepping over the line. 
But one thing I know: I am forgiven! That is 
the gift of the Cross! Salvation is the offer of 
forgiveness; the recognition that we are not 
perfect. We don't have perfect foresight, 
words and actions; and we sometimes hurt 
others. I do have regrets, but I know I am 
forgiven. I can forgive, too: my mom and 
myself! And what fills the void left when our 
loved ones are gone, when we have regrets 
for what we have said and/or done; what fills 
our hearts and blesses our relationships in the 
aftermath? Love, and grace! This is what I 
have experienced through my mom's terminal 
illness and her dying: grace and love; yes, co-
mingled with sadness and tears, but 
dominated by the love and grace that 
provides the joy and peace amidst the 
sadness. 

Thank you again for your love and support, 
and may our Lord touch you with these 
lessons learned in difficulty, sadness, and 
ultimately, in love and grace: all found at the 
foot of the Cross of our great and glorious 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Love in Him, 

Greg Kronz 

Wednesdays with the committed teachers 
and volunteers to facilitate our programs and 
classes. Our Student Ministry is gearing up 
with Steve and the volunteers, also on 
Sundays and Wednesdays, to provide 
groups and Sunday school. As I said before, 
we are blessed! 

Back to my mom for a moment. I can't help 
but reflect on a couple of thoughts that I 
have had the last few weeks as my mom has 
declined and died. And, they are full of the 
grace of our Lord! First of all, my mom's 
suffering was confined to just a couple of 
days, and then managed with medication at 
the end; which was her prayer request! She 
said a few months ago: "I’ve had a great life, 
I know the Lord, and I know where I am 
going and I’m ready to be with Him. I just 
don't want to suffer." He granted her that! 

Secondly, my family was blessed with 
God's grace around her final few hours. The 
hospice nurse had a sense about when she 
might die, so my sister called and told me. I 
asked if I could speak to my mom while my 
sister held the phone to her ear.  My sister 
agreed, so Meredith and I called and gave 
my mom some final encouragement, words 
of love and appreciation, and then said 
"good-bye" and “we’ll see you in Heaven.” 
Then, I called my children and suggested 
they do the same. In the next couple of 
hours, my three children called her to say 
their goodbyes, and my mom died less than 
eight hours later! The Lord "woke me" Friday 
morning, August 15th, at 5am (my alarm 
was set for 6am). I woke up wide awake; 
made coffee, was sitting with the Lord and 
with my Bible, and started praying. I 
thought....I wonder if this early rising is about 
my mom....so I prayed for my mom. She 
died at 5:17am, and my sister called about 
an hour later and told me! What a blessing! 
And what a gift: to have said good-bye, 
blessed her and loved her on her way, and 
prayed as she passed: God's grace! 

Greg Kronz 
Rector Rector Rector Rector     
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Transitions 
• BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    - Zelia Chisholm  

• DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths    - Milan Ondrus  

• New Members New Members New Members New Members     -  none  

• Transfer Out Transfer Out Transfer Out Transfer Out  -  Charles Houston  

Flower Guild 
The following dates are open for 
flower memorials:  September 28; 
and October 12, 26 . November 2, 
9, 16, and 23. Questions? Contact 
Joyce Stebbing - 686-2166; 
joycestebbing@roadrunner.com 

Church Mouse 
Carol Gyllenhoff 

Summer is officially over, 
but the weatherman 
doesn’t know that.  We at 
The Mouse hope you all 
have had a good break, 
and time to spend with 
family and friends.  There 
is an important date coming up:  we have 
been in business for ten years, and we are 
going to CELEBRATE!  On Saturday, 
September 20th, we will have a party at the 
shop from 10am to 3pm, with food, drink, 
music and door prizes.  The Grand Prize will 
be a stay at Pinehurst – whether you golf or 
just want to enjoy a getaway, it’s a treat 
offered by one of our generous 
parishioners. Yay!  So come on in and add 
your name to the drawing! 

In addition, we will have a 50% sale on all 
clothing, including boutique items, 
beginning that day and continuing for the 
following week.  In addition, ladies’ tan, 
black and white pants will be 
$1.00.  Regular kids’ clothing will be $.50. 
How can you lose?   

Halloween is approaching, and for those 
who like to stay ahead of the game, check 
out our costumes.  We have getups for kids 
of all ages, and it certainly beats retail 
prices. 

Of course none of this would be happening 
without the support of our church family and 
our community friends.  I know we’ve said it 
before, but it still holds that we could not 
function without you.  Sales and donations 
are booming, and we plan to give away 
considerably more funds this year – all 
because of people like you.  God bless. 

Are You A Greeter ? 
As I was composing a search letter for a 
new crop of official Greeters for the Fall, 
it occurred to me that our congregation is, 
thankfully, filled with the fruit of many 
unofficial greeters. Those smiles and 
handshakes you offer in the pews and at 
coffee hour greet and welcome parishioners 
and visitors alike. I'm told that St. Luke's at 
one time had not been known for its 
friendliness. Let's hope that has not been 
your experience. And let's strive to deepen 
re lat ionships through the many 
opportunities for meaningful fellowship 
which can be enjoyed in Sunday School, 
small groups ,and service to the church 
through a variety of lay ministries. 
If you would like to explore how you could 
be more involved in the fellowship at St. 
Luke's, please write or call me. 
Andrea.sonfield@gmail.com  or cell phone: 
843-298-2042.  

Check Out the Courtyard 
The Grounds Committee is “resurrecting” 
the Bell Tower brick inscription program 
which was spearheaded by Larry Setola 
and Larry Mann several years ago. We are 
currently updating information on the costs 
of inscribing both the bricks and marble 
inserts. What a wonderful way to honor your 
loved ones while helping us to further 
beautify our church grounds. My husband 
and I plan to purchase a brick in honor of 
our new grandchild. Details will be available 
as soon as pricing has been finalized. We 
are also updating the costs of granite 
benches and researching vendors for 
attractive, lasting wooden benches like 
those located in the breezeway and 
Columbarium. The Columbarium renovation 
has been completed and we invite to you 
take a look if you have not already done so. 
Also, did you know that St. Luke’s memorial 
contributions can be designated for 
grounds beautification? Please contact 
Nancy Bachelder at 689-3300 should you 
have questions or desire more information. 

Attention MOANS 
(Mothers Of Adolescents Needing Support). 

We will resume our meetings on 
Wednesday, September 10th from noon to 
1:30. We will be viewing a six-week DVD 
series called Sacred Parenting, by Gary 
Thomas, so we will meet in the main room 
of 40 Pope Ave, our new building. The video 
is roughly twenty minutes after which we will 
have our usual discussion time. Bring a 
lunch and a friend and join us for another 
exciting year of parenting.  Contact Sharon 
Smith at 785-4099 with any questions. 

Fall Office Hours 
Summer is over in the Administrative 
building. The church office is now open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM until 
4:30 PM.  

Need to Use the Building? 
Contact Denise in the church office 
(denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org) if you are 
planning on using a room in the church 
building, administrative building, or mission 
& ministry building for meetings or studies 
this fall. In our continued effort to tighten 
security we need to know who is in each of 
the buildings. Thanks to those who have 
already turned in their room usage requests.  

 July 2014July 2014July 2014July 2014  YearYearYearYear----totototo----Date @ July 31Date @ July 31Date @ July 31Date @ July 31 

 ActualActualActualActual BudgetedBudgetedBudgetedBudgeted VarianceVarianceVarianceVariance  ActualActualActualActual BudgetedBudgetedBudgetedBudgeted VarianceVarianceVarianceVariance 

IncomeIncomeIncomeIncome 77,246 92,187 (14,941)  584,760 645,309 (60,549) 

ExpensesExpensesExpensesExpenses 90,115 92,187 (2,072)  644,602 645,469 (867) 

Member Pledged Giving  2014 
Help us get out of the dog days of summer by keeping or bringing your pledge current! 

Bookshop Tidbits 
Could it really be September? One more 
fabulous summer and now a lovely season 
to enjoy! Visit us and discover lots of 
exciting new reads in our refreshing Book 
Shop. Not only wonderful books, but 
amazing gifts for the entire family. We've 
missed you, so please drop in, and oh, 
remember our beautiful cards for...if you 
can believe it...only $1.00. Looking for you Looking for you Looking for you Looking for you 
Sundays: 8:45amSundays: 8:45amSundays: 8:45amSundays: 8:45am----10am; 11:15am10am; 11:15am10am; 11:15am10am; 11:15am----12Noon12Noon12Noon12Noon         



Page 3 

Children Learn to Praise & 
Worship God in Choir! 
ENROLL YOUR CHILD/YOUTH TODAY!ENROLL YOUR CHILD/YOUTH TODAY!ENROLL YOUR CHILD/YOUTH TODAY!ENROLL YOUR CHILD/YOUTH TODAY!    

MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 ––––    2015          2015          2015          2015              

CHILDRENCHILDRENCHILDRENCHILDREN    

Canterbury Choir   (boys & girls, 4Canterbury Choir   (boys & girls, 4Canterbury Choir   (boys & girls, 4Canterbury Choir   (boys & girls, 4----,5,5,5,5----yearsyearsyearsyears----
old)  old)  old)  old)  Children explore the world of music with 
songs, instruments, and movement.  Sing in 
worship occasionally & in children’s choir 
musical January 2015. 

Practice: Wednesdays, 4:15 – 4:55pm              

BEGINS   Sept 3rd 

St. Nicholas Choir   (boys & girls, Grades 1 St. Nicholas Choir   (boys & girls, Grades 1 St. Nicholas Choir   (boys & girls, Grades 1 St. Nicholas Choir   (boys & girls, Grades 1 ––––    
5)  5)  5)  5)  Singing is fun for these choristers as they 
develop vocal & worship skills and (NEW THIS (NEW THIS (NEW THIS (NEW THIS 

SEASON) learn to ring bells. SEASON) learn to ring bells. SEASON) learn to ring bells. SEASON) learn to ring bells.  Sing in worship 
monthly & play leading roles in children’s choir 
musical January 2015. 

Practice: Wednesdays, 5:00 – 6:00pm             

BEGINS   Sept 3rd 

Youth Handbells   (boys & girls, Grades 2 & Youth Handbells   (boys & girls, Grades 2 & Youth Handbells   (boys & girls, Grades 2 & Youth Handbells   (boys & girls, Grades 2 & 
above)    above)    above)    above)    This is a real TEAM sport!   This is a real TEAM sport!   This is a real TEAM sport!   This is a real TEAM sport!   Ringing is 
fun for these ringers as they learn how to read 
music & develop ringing skills.  Ring in 
worship every 6 - 8 weeks. 

Practice: Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30pm; BEGINS 

Sept 8  

YOUTHYOUTHYOUTHYOUTH  

St. Cecilia Choir   (girls, Grades 6 St. Cecilia Choir   (girls, Grades 6 St. Cecilia Choir   (girls, Grades 6 St. Cecilia Choir   (girls, Grades 6 ––––    12)   12)   12)   12)   
Known for their uniquely beautiful sound, 
these choristers enjoy developing advanced 
choral and worship skills.  Sing in worship 
monthly & for special services.      

P r a c t i c e :  S u n d a y s ,  1 1 : 3 0 a m -

12:30pm;  BEGINS Sept 7  

To join/more information, Nina To join/more information, Nina To join/more information, Nina To join/more information, Nina 
Rodman ,  D i r ec to r ,  422Rodman ,  D i r ec to r ,  422Rodman ,  D i r ec to r ,  422Rodman ,  D i r ec to r ,  422 ---- 0490  o r 0490  o r 0490  o r 0490  o r 
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.org    

BUS DETAILS:BUS DETAILS:BUS DETAILS:BUS DETAILS:        On Wednesdays, beginning 
9/3, your child’s school bus can stop at St. 
Luke’s Pre-School.  Parent’s responsibility is 
to notify your child’s school & bus company of 
change.  COST: $25/month Canterbury Choir; 
$30/month St. Nicholas Choir.  More details, 
contact Janice Ring, Director of St. Luke’s Pre-

School, at 842-8650.    

Organ Recital at St. 
Luke’s 
O n  F r i d a y , F r i d a y , F r i d a y , F r i d a y , 
September 12September 12September 12September 12, the 
L ow  Cou n t r y 
Chapter of the 
American Guild of 
Organists presents 
LINDA HAMILTONLINDA HAMILTONLINDA HAMILTONLINDA HAMILTON, 
Organist & Music 
Director at Holy 
Family Catholic 
Church, HHI, in recital on the 20-rank 
Gabriel Kney tracker organ at St. 
Luke’s Church, HHI. These recitals, 
performed by organists from around 
the Southeast and beyond, are held 
on the 2nd Friday of each month 
throughout the year, from 12:00noon 
to 1:00pm. 

Admission is FREE and the public is 

invited. (LCCAGO.org) 

Youth & Adults Minister in God’s Name thru Music! 
It’s a new season It’s a new season It’s a new season It’s a new season ––––join a Music Team!join a Music Team!join a Music Team!join a Music Team!    

MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 MUSIC TEAMS 2014 ––––    2015          2015          2015          2015              

HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL ----    ADULTSADULTSADULTSADULTS    

Sunday Music Team Sunday Music Team Sunday Music Team Sunday Music Team ----    Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00pm; 
Begins 9/ 2                                                      

Contact:  Jordan Sturm, 290-3378 or 

jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

               Nina Rodman (info below)  

ADULTSADULTSADULTSADULTS    

Ring & Rejoice Handbells Ring & Rejoice Handbells Ring & Rejoice Handbells Ring & Rejoice Handbells ----    Thursdays, 5:30 – 7:00; Begins 9/11                                                                                              

St. Luke’s Choir  St. Luke’s Choir  St. Luke’s Choir  St. Luke’s Choir  ----    Tuesdays, 5:15-6:30pm; Begins 10/4 

More information, contact Nina Rodman, 422More information, contact Nina Rodman, 422More information, contact Nina Rodman, 422More information, contact Nina Rodman, 422----0490 or 0490 or 0490 or 0490 or ninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.orgninarodman@stlukeshhi.org    

St. Cecelia 
Choir Photos 
To end its choir year, the 
choristers of the St. 
Cecilia Choir first enjoyed 
a festive dinner at Santa 
Fe’s Restaurant and then 
gathered at St. Luke’s for 
a photo shoot.  They 
wanted to both celebrate 
a great choir season AND 
send Forest off to Wake 
Forest for her freshman 
year with lots of hugs and 
good wishes. 
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CFMCFMCFM   Children & Family MinistryChildren & Family MinistryChildren & Family Ministry   

31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings    
P r a y  t h i s 
B less ing for 
Guidance with 
your family each 
day as you leave 
your home: 

May the Spirit 
which lives within 
you guide and 
conv ic t you. 
Remember the 
message which brought you to him. 
Let it be the message you share with 
others. May peace and power be 
yours today. 

“I pray that the God who gives hope 
will fill you with much joy and peace 
while you trust in him. Then your 
hope will overflow by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13  

[31 Days of Blessings] Max Lucado 

Copyright [UpWords Ministries, 1995]  Used by 

permission http://maxlucado.com/read/

topical/31-days-of-blessing.   

CFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission Statement    
The Children and Family Ministry will encourage 
the collective Church family and the individual 
families in our congregation, to focus on the 
Word of God as revealed through Scripture, to 
pray together daily, to be involved in service to 
the family of God, and in outreach both locally 
and internationally. Instruction will be given in a 
liturgical context in an age appropriate way 
through songs, storytelling, and interactive 
activities. Intergenerational learning will be 
encouraged so that families can develop the 
skills and confidence to build and strengthen the 
Christian faith within their family group. 

Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Youth Director 
youth@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

 

(843) 785-4099 
stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Nathan Bistis, Associate Rector 
nathanbistis@stlukeshhi.org 

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School    
The new Sunday School year will begin 
September 7 at 9:00 on Sunday mornings. Too 
often we say things like “I had my turn,” when in 
fact doing God’s work is not about taking turns 
but rather responding to a call to that specific 
ministry. I am greatly encouraged that we have 
some new teachers this coming year who are 
responding to God’s call in their lives, and that 
we have an incredibly strong and faithful CFM 
team. We will begin Sunday School with a 
liturgical service based on the midday office from 
9:00-9:20am. The children will then break up into 
groups with their teachers/leaders/counselors for 
discussion and activities appropriate to their ages 
until 9:50. A letter will be going home with further 
details, together with a registration form for your 
children. Classes will begin in September after 
Labor Day and watch out for the CFM back to 
school party!  
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Stuff to Know About 

High School 3High School 3High School 3High School 3rdrdrdrd    Annual Rock the Annual Rock the Annual Rock the Annual Rock the 
Universe Trip:  Universe Trip:  Universe Trip:  Universe Trip:  Our annual Road Trip to 
Universal Studios is from Saturday, 
Sept 6th to Sunday Sept 7th. Call Steve 
for more information. 

High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night: High School Youth Night:  will meet 
Sunday nights beginning Sunday, 
September 14th and meet from 6:30 to 
8:00PM.  We will serve dinner each 
night and this fall we are going though 
the Youth Alpha short film series that 
will challenge the students to think 
about their lives and what it looks like 
to live a life of faith in Christ.    

Middle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth NightMiddle School Youth Night:  will meet 
Wednesday nights beginning 
Wednesday September 10th and meet 
from 6:00 PM to 7:30PM.  We will serve 
Pizza each night and ask for a small 
donation of $5 to cover the cost of 
food.   After dinner there will be times 
of mixers, games, a “talk” (message 
from Bible that relates to their lives) 
and small group times.   

Need more information? Please 
contact Steve: Cell number is 843 540-
4025 Email: 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Summer Highlights 

Honduras 2014Honduras 2014Honduras 2014Honduras 2014    

Our return trip to Copan Ruinas, 
Honduras with Urban Promise was 
deep, impactful, and life changing for 
the 10 high school students and four 
adults. Our team worked in two after 
school programs that provide after 
school tutoring, leadership development 
and Christian discipleship for elementary 
age kids from impoverished areas in 
Copan. These programs, called Camp 
Hope and Camp Agape, are each 
directed by two young Honduran adults. 
Each director is assisted by several 
junior leaders who consist of local high 
school kids who grew up in the same 
neighborhoods as the children at the 
camps.  They too were once campers 
and have been trained and employed by 
Urban Promise as junior leaders. Our job 
each day was to assist the director and 
junior leaders with their work and we 
were specifically responsible for leading 
games and providing special learning 
activities such as a crafts, music or Bible 
lessons. At the end of the week we were 
in charge of “especial viernes” or 
Special Friday, where we led all the 
games and activities for the day and 
shared a message with the kids about 
God’s love and plan for their lives.  

The children we worked with were full of 
joy, love and faith. They prayed before 
their snacks and prayed for us when we 
left. Also, we were inspired by the 
leadership and energy demonstrated 
throughout the week by directors and 
junior leaders. Their love for Christ and 
the children they were working with was 
tremendous. In the evenings, we had 
powerful times of worship and reflection.  
One evening we joined all the local 
teenagers and young adults who were 
apart of Urban Promise for their weekly 
youth night where we had the 
opportunity to hear from Bruce Main, the 
president of Urban Promise, who was 
visiting from New Jersey.  Bruce gave a 
talk about where was God calling us to 
serve Him in the world. We all had the 
opportunity to put some action to his 
message by placing our thumbprint on a 
city or country on the world map where 
we felt the Lord was calling us to 
minister. It was inspiring to see all the 
different places where the students and 
adults felt God was leading them to 
serve.    

 St Luke's Church provided  our group 
with ample financial support through our 
envelope, pancake and pasta 
fundraisers.  Also, we appreciated all the 
prayers that were directed our way.  We 
are incredibly grateful to have returned to 
Copan and learn so many life changing 
and faith building lessons.  It is great to 
be apart of a Church that believes and 
supports youth and missions! 

Surf Trip 2014  Surf Trip 2014  Surf Trip 2014  Surf Trip 2014      

At the end of June 
we returned to 
Ponce Inlet, Florida 
for our 5th annual 
Surf Trip with youth 
from St Andrews 
and Providence 
Presbyterian.  St 
Luke’s Church 
brought 23 high 
school and middle 
school kids for two 
days of surf 
lessons, beach 
time, great food 
and an opportunity 
each night to hear 
from our speaker 
Pat Cummings talk about what it means 
to live your life for Christ.  Volunteer 
helpers Pam Brackett, Harriet Politzer, 
Betsy Strickland and Donnie Kunich 
provided an massive amount of behind 
the scenes help with meals, setup and 
surfboard transportation to make this an 
incredible trip for our youth. 
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Teresa Kunich, Missions Committee 
Chairperson 

tkunich@gmail.com  
843-301-3723  

 

We have broken ground on the Valentine 
Project Orphanage!  

We traveled to Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania in July 
for relationship building 
meetings, to make 
decisions related to the 
building and operation of 
the project, and for the 
groundbreaking of the 
project.  Canon Rev 
Alison Barfoot and Rose 
Kanynyuzi from Global 
Orphan Project joined us 
from Uganda and held training and visioning 

sessions with the local Committee as well 
as with our Director of Operations 

and Senior Mother.   We visited a Catholic 
Orphanage that  serves 
children from infant to 3 years 
old.  We interacted with the 
children , and were amazed by 
twins who were only 1 week 
old.  At 3 years old, they often 
do not have a place for these 
children.  We will bring some of 
these children to the Valentine 
Project.  Today, construction is 
ongoing on site.  We will open 
with two Children’s Houses of 
20 children.  Each group of 10 
children will have their 

permanent Mama and form a family group. We 

will begin with children 3-6 years old.  There 
are Anglican Nuns in Tanzania and two of the 
nuns will become Mamas.  If you are 
interested in giving or learning more, please 
g e t  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.valentineproject.net.  Online giving is 
available and you can see a menu of giving 
that includes sponsoring a child and drilling a 
well. 

Valentine Project Orphanage 

HELP, Inc. is an organization whose mission 
is to make disciples of Jesus through 
sustainable partnerships in the domains of 
Southwest Nigeria.  Two of the domains 
(Agriculture and Education) are featured in 
this article. 

Aje Yemi/HELP Partner 
Farm: Thanks to St. Luke’s 
family and the Mission 
Committee for supporting 
Brad and Robbie Starns 
along with their four 
chi ldren who have 
followed God’s call to go to Nigeria.  Brad is a 
former Chase wealth manager and Robbie is 
a home schooling mom from Buffalo, Texas. 

Since arriving in May the utilities have been 
fixed, fields cleared, buildings repaired and 
fields plowed for planting.  God provided the 
opportunity over the past year and a half 
through a partnership with a Nigerian local to 
acquire the farm. The partnership is the result 
of a great deal of local and across the pond 
praying. Over the next several months 
chickens and pigs will be introduced which 
will enable the local venders to purchase 
eggs and meat for sale at the local market. 
The goal, with God’s help, is to make this 
farm sustainable over the next year and a half.  
In the end the farm will provide food for the 
community by selling it to venders and 
employment for locals as production 
increases. 

Education:  The Church Mouse has invested 
in two H.E.L.P. projects.  The first project is 
providing supplies for H.E.L.P.’s Good 
Shepherd Primary School and jumpstarting a 
new school which is now being built with local 
Nigerian funds. This school is now meeting in 
a church and has 50 primary students. A local 
pastor has provided space until the 
construction is completed.  H.E.L.P. will be 

acting as educational consultants to facilitate 
the school becoming certified with the state. 

The second initiative supported by the Church 
Mouse is helping to sponsor a three-day 
education seminar with the goal of establishing 
an annual conference focused on improving 
public, private and vocational education in the 

area. The Church Mouse 
investment will provide part 
of the cost with the 
remainder coming from local 
s o u r c e s .  H . E . L . P . ’ s 
partnerships always call for 
buy-in from all parties. 

During our March, 2013 visit 
the Lord once again showed us that He is in 
control of our direction in 
Egbe.  The results of a town 
leadership strategic planning 
meeting identified vocational 
education, sanitation and 
agriculture as the three main 
targets for the next few 
years. The vocational 
education domain would 
focus on both developing 
skills and business start-up 
essentials.  However, the 
biggest question was where 
would this program be 
housed?  Initially a building on the Titcombe 
College campus was considered, but it did not 
come through.  The Lord guided the process 
by sending Scott Beebe, Tom Conner and 
Clint Pugh to a meeting with the King and 
Chief’s council at the palace.  Scott provided a 
summary of the strategic planning session 
which included the vocational education piece.  
At the conclusion of the meeting, Chief Alabi 
offered to donate his welding school to be 
used for the vocational school along with an 
adjacent empty warehouse.   

H.E.L.P. has an Outreach coordinator by the 
name Abubakar Al Hajji Ibrahim who works 

H.E.L.P., Inc with the Fulani tribes in the bush. The Fulani 
are cattle herders and predominately Muslim. 
He found that there was a group of Fulani’s 
living near the federal dam who were 
interested in setting up some form of school.  
In cooperation with the Outreach Domain, 
preliminary plans have been made for a 
model Fulani satellite school.  It will be a basic 
shelter with black board, benches, water 
container and a hut for storing educational 
materials including a basic library.  Contact 
has been made with Fort Worth Christian 
School and One Child One Book Foundation 
in Lagos.  Micah and Hanna, students at Fort 
Worth Christian School, have collected 1,000 
books for this project. 

On our return trip on September we will be 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e 
education conference, 
and developing plans 
for the vocational 
school as well as the 
Fulani Satellite Schools.  
St. Luke’s Missions 
f am i l y ,  M i s s i o n s 
Committee and the 
Church Mouse have 
provided investments 
that will allow our 
mission volunteers the 

opportunity to become involved in a way that 
opens the door to sharing the word of the 
Lord in many arenas and with many people in 
Southwest Nigeria. We thank you and pray 
that you will continue this support. 

Dr. Tom Conner 

H.E.L.P., Inc 

International Education Domain Coordinator 

Gao, Sarah and Grace with 
children from the Orphanage  

 



Page 7 

St. Luke’s Preschool 
Janice Ring 

St. Luke’s Preschool is the outreach focus 
for September.  As a ministry of St. Luke’s 
Church we have been chosen this month to 
receive the funds to support our scholarship 
fund.  This year the scholarship committee 
was able to accept six families to receive 
assistance.  It is sad that six families are in 
need but the blessing is that God has 
provided to make that happen.  This is only 
possible with the continual support of 
opportunities like this to replenish the fund. 

St. Luke’s Preschool is a traditional 
preschool with God as the focal point.  We 
believe that foundational Biblical truths are 
important to teach a child.  Our prayer is 
God will bring the truths back to them as 
they grow. “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18a).  

Thank you in advance for your financial 
support of the preschool and most 
importantly your prayers. 

Andrea Myers, Outreach Director 
gamyers@roadrunner.com 
843-689-3880  

Fall Ladies' Bible Studies 
 
Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of Tuesday Friends Bible Study for all ages of 
LadiesLadiesLadiesLadies 

Meeting in the Ministry Building at 12:30 on 
Tuesdays until 2:30 will be Phyllis Shirer's 
study of Gideon:  Your Weakness, God’s 
Strength. 

" D o  y o u  e v e r  f e e l 
overwhelmed? Inexperienced? Intimidated? 
Insufficient? Too old? Too young? Too 
invisible? Too afraid? Gideon's story 
involves far more than a wet fleece and a 
battle won with 300 soldiers.  His epic 
victory actually tells of one man's struggle 
with his own weakness and The One True 
God who can transform it into triumph. So 
if you've ever struggled with insecurity or 
had trouble accepting your limitations this 
study will help you see how God can use 
y o u r  w e a k n e s s  t o  u n l o c k 
His strength.  Yes, Gideon can attest--
weakness is a gift.  Join a delightful group 

of ladies on Tuesday for a Bible study that 
will open your eyes to a brand new 
perspective on yourself, you God, 
and....Gideon." The study involves a dvd 
presentation by Priscilla, a workbook for 
homework and a group discussion weekly 
for 8 weeks. 

Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all Real M.O.M.S. Bible Study for ladies of all 
age s  and  f e a tu res  ch i ldc a re .ages  and  f e a tu res  ch i ldc a re .ages  and  f e a tu res  ch i ldc a re .ages  and  f e a tu res  ch i ldc a re . 
Meeting in the Ministry Building at 9:30 on 
Wednesdays until 11:30 will be Chip 
Ingram's study House or Home?:  Marriage 
Edition: God's Blueprint for a Great 
Marriage. 

"It's no secret that marriage is in trouble in 
America. This foundational building block of 
society is crumbling before our eyes.  And 
Christians aren't exempt from this trend...the 
percentage of divorce is increasing at the 
same rate among Christians and non-
Christians alike. There is hope.  Despite the 
mounting pressure on couples, you really 
can have a great marriage, raise Godly 
children, and experience a healthy, life-

giving home-life with the stability to 
weather life's storms. It will require hard 
work and focus but the reward is 
absolutely incredible.  House Or Home? 
The Marriage Edition thoroughly explores 
God's design for marriage and the roles of 
husband and wife.  In this straight-
shooting series, Chip Ingram challenges 
the status quo and fives clear, compelling 
help for couples that long for unity and 
fulfillment in their marriage. The stakes are 
high, and your marriage is on the line, it's 
time to go back to God's blueprint for 
building marriages that love and last a 
lifetime. The study includes a short dvd 
presentation by Chip; a workbook for 
homework and lively discussion with the 
group for 8 week. Childcare: if you need 
childcare:  please, let us know asap. 
For further information on either study and 
to register: email Judi Clifford at 
campclifford@aol.com or phone 247-
4858. 
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MessengerMessengerMessenger   

High school trip to Rock the Universe. September 7-8  

answered the door. She said she had run 
out of gas at the light and needed help to 
move her car out of the road, and she asked 
to use the bathroom and have some water. 
She told me she was 
running from an 
abusive man and 
hadn’ t  ea ten or 
showered in three days. 
I gave her water, a 
protein bar, apples and 
almonds that I had in 
my desk, and I helped 
her to call CODA. When 
they couldn’t help, she 
stormed out and I 
called the police to go 
and help her at the light. Afterwards I 
wondered if I had foolishly put myself in a 
possibly dangerous situation or if it was right 
to have compassion on this poor woman. 

Years ago in California, I “loaned” money to 
a woman in a dark parking lot, believing that 

she would return it the next day at her place 
of work. She of course didn’t work there and 
I felt duped. My husband gave me words of 
wisdom that have stuck with me for all these 
years. “It is better to err on the side of mercy 
than to ignore someone in need.” Jesus had 

compass i o n  o n 
people in need, 
however, he also held 
them accountable for 
growth and change. It 
is our responsibility to 
help those in need, 
but it is also our 
responsibility to hold 
them accountable for 
future behavior. It is 
not always easy to 
discern when to say 

yes and when to say no. In each situation 
we have to be aware of the balance 
between boundaries and compassion, 
trusting the Holy Spirit to help us discern the 
most loving response. 

Counselor’s Comments: Compassionate Boundaries 
Sharon Smith 

Anyone who knows me, knows that I have a 
passion for people to understand healthy 
personal boundaries. This does not mean 
that we should become selfish or self-
centered, but it means that we should each 
take responsibility to know and then 
communicate to others who we are, what 
we need, and what we expect of others. 
This brings freedom to relationships in that 
we no longer have to guess at how to 
please one another. However, there are 
times that we are called to sacrifice our 
boundaries for the sake of grace and 
compassion. Sometimes this can become 
confusing. I recently had one such 
experience. 

I was at the office after a full day of clients 
from 9 a.m. through to 6:30 p.m. and I was 
exhausted and ready to leave. Suddenly 
there was a knock on the outside door by a 
woman who appeared down and out. I was 
the only one in the office building, but I 


