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MessengerMessengerMessenger   
We are entering a new year! What does that 
mean? What will it mean? I know there are 
always those who are glad that we have 

passed through the previous 
year, whether it was a 
financial disaster, a 
challenge with health or 
family, or some other 
challenge that caused you to 
say "glad we are through 
that year!," we see January 
1st as an opportunity for a 
change. And hopefully, we 
will see a change for the 

better! 

But, if 2014 was an OK or even a "great" year 
for you, you still want this to be at least as 
good, if not better than this past year. 

Let's take this thought a step further: 

First, let's take the last 50 years instead of the 
past one year. St. Luke's hit a landmark 
anniversary on Christmas Eve, having had its 
first worship service as a church on Christmas 
Eve, 1964. We will commemorate that event 
when we as a parish celebrate our 
Anniversary on Sunday, January 11th. Please 
mark your calendars!! The first 50 years have 
been a blessing for many. We have been 
blessed by the vision that many had over 50 
years ago and invested in building a church 
much larger than they needed at the time. 
They laid a foundation that we continue to 
build on and will continue to build on. We 
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January 2015 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

Our FocusOur FocusOur FocusOur Focus    

surface because of what is not visible, 
underneath, hidden, and festering. How much 
like our lives! The "rot" is sin; which needs to be 
tended to constantly. The “underneath” could 
be hurt from years ago, unforgiveness, 
bitterness, disappointment or a number of other 
causes that eventually will surface, and 
destruction will result. That is why our "spiritual 
health" needs constant attention; being in God's 
Word so that we might strive for godliness and 
recognize temptation and sin when it arises. We 
need to pray and spend time with other 
believers who pray with and for us, and be 
willing to "look below the surface" and see what 
pain or sin is causing rot. We must be in 
worship and fellowship for constant attention to 
our "structural soundness" and then how our 
countenance (our appearance) might continue 
to shine with the love and joy of the Lord! Much 
like a home, our spiritual lives take constant 
maintenance. We could take it for 
granted, ignore it, and just always think that it 
"looks fine." Even when there are indications of 
potential problems, if we don't address them 
and maintain what we have, they can turn 
into major problems; and, in time, the 
"house" (in this case, our spiritual lives, our 
relationships) could crumble into "ruin". 

2015 could be a great year for our parish family, 
in our individual walk with the Lord, for our 
families, for our ministry as a church. And, our 
church, much like a home, needs every person 
to be a part of the family. And much like the 
structure itself, if "pieces" are missing, the 
house is a weaker structure, drafty, not as 
strong, not as warm. 

2015 will be a great year if we keep our eyes 
fixed on the Lord, to grow in the knowledge and 
love of Him, and to grow in love and community 
with family and friends. Worship, prayer, Bible 
study, fellowship, service and witnessing 
will build the soul, will build the family, will build 
the church, and will glorify the Lord. Let's make 
2015 a great year together! 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz  

have had challenges at times: with our "space," 
with our grounds, with our Sunday morning 
schedule, with the worship music, with our 
national denomination, and the list could go 
on. Yet, here we are: still a family that 
worships, that prays, that preaches and 
teaches the Word of God, that shares the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, that seeks to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, that shares fellowship, that 
cares for people in the community, that 
disciples and pastors each other, and that 
reaches out into the world in missions and 
ministry. And, that is what we seek to do for the 
foreseeable future, as we plan for the next 50 
years! 2015 will be a landmark year of 
celebration and building for the future. We are 
not called to a life of leisure, laxity, or 
retirement. We are called to strive, to work, to 
love, to give, to sacrifice, and to grow! 

A second thought about moving forward in 
2015, and I want to draw an analogy as I do 
so. Last year, William Drolshagen and I walked 
around my home and looked for potential 
problems with wood rot; a common problem in 
the Lowcountry, and, with a home that has a 
lot of trees around it! We didn’t see any 
problems. A couple of months ago, after we 
had near record rainfalls, I did my own 
inspection, and decided there were a couple 
areas to "keep an eye on." In early December, 
a year later, William and I checked those 
"potential problem areas" again. Low and 
behold: the wood on the facia boards were not 
just "problems," there was wood rot! What we 
discovered was that the board underneath the 
facia board was wet and beginning to rot as 
well. What happened in the course of a year 
was amazing to me! But, what William pointed 
out was a tree that prevented one corner from 
drying out. Another issue was because of a 
bathroom fan that was improperly installed 
(before I owned the house) that was "vented" in 
the eve of the house instead of outside or into 
the attic. The result: wetness and wood rot. 
The analogy: constant maintenance is needed. 
And, even when we do constant maintenance, 
there will be, from time to time, problems that 

Greg Kronz 
Rector Rector Rector Rector     
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SEARCH FOR “St. Luke’s Church” 
and look for the Bell Tower icon. 

Transitions 
• BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    - Steve Asheroff and Michael 

Asheroff  

• DeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths    -  Tom Hefty 

• New Members New Members New Members New Members     -  none 

Flower Guild 
The following dates are available 
for memorial flower donations: 

January 18th and 25th 

February 1st , 8th and 15th 

Advent begins February 22nd and 
no flowers until Easter. Questions? Contact 
Joyce Stebbing - 686-2166; 
joycestebbing@roadrunner.com 

SC Diocese E-Newsletter 
You can receive the newsletter of the South 
Carolina Diocese by subscribing from the 
Diocesan website: www.dioceseofsc.org 

Church Mouse 
Carol Gyllenhoff 

This year has been a very 
successful one for The 
Church Mouse. Under the 
capable guidance of our 
board chairman, Ann 
Reeves, and the 
competent help of our managers, Debbie 
Wood and Jane Benford, not to mention the 
countless number of volunteers who have 
so generously donated their time, we are 
pleased to announce that we have 
disbursed over $200,000 in cash. This is 
more than double last year's proceeds In 
addition, we have passed through over 
$15,000 in goods to places like the 
Allendale Prison Minstry, The Children's 
Center and the Animal Shelter. A complete 
list is available in the shop. 

Naturally we could not do this without the 
support of members of St. Luke's and the 
surrounding community.  We are often 
overwhelmed by the quantity and quality of 
goods we receive. The generosity is 
touching. So a very big thank you to 
everyone who stops by a donate, shop or 
volunteer -- you are simply the best! 

Here's to a Happy (and most importantly) 
Healthy New Year! 

Ladies' Bible Studies 
Ladies Bible Studies for January 2015: 
Tuesday Friends Study At 12:30 in the 
Ministry Center Beginning Tuesday January 
6th for ladies of all ages from all churches. 
Real M.O.M.S. at 9:30 with Childcare 
available Beginning Wednesday January 
7th in the Ministry Center. For "younger" 
ladies with "children" still at home or in 
college. 

Ask yourself: "Was the Proverbs 31 Woman 
written for me, about me, as an impossible 
goal or scary intimidation?"  This description 
in Proverbs 31:10 to 31 of the "Model Wife", 
"Excellent Woman" or "Virtuous Lady" often 
seems a lofty goal, very intimidating or one 
of those "Really, God?" readings. Our new 
study will Shatter the Superwoman 
Myth....God's Way.  Join us and learn more. 
For more information; Judi Clifford 247-
4858 or campclifford@aol.com 
These studies are open to all area women 
so that you can bring your friends. 

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

Bookshop 
It's a great New Year in our Book Shop 
Still reeling from the fast pace of 2014? 
Then stop by our beautiful little shop and 
relax into the New Year with a good read, 
some fantastic cards and all the right gifts 
to begin a beautiful 2015. Make it the best 
one yet by spending quality time with us. 
Happy 2015 from all of us to you. We're 
excited to see you! 
Sundays: 8:45am-10am; 11:15am-12Noon; 
Wednesdays: 9:30am-11:30am  

Annual Meeting 
The church’s annual 
meeting will be after the 
10:00 AM service on 
Sunday, January 18. 
Everyone is invited to 
attend but church 
members will approve the 2015 budget and 
new Vestry members.  For ministry leaders: 
annual meeting reports are due to Denise 
by January 12 at 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org. Thank you. 

Holiday Office Closures 
The church office will be closed the 
afternoon of New Year's Eve, December 31 
and all New Year's Day, January 1.  

Martha Horn Bible Study 
Do you think it is possible for God to use a 
pagan King to 
fulfill His will 
for His 
people? So 
often we think 
that if 
Christians are 
not in control 
of all aspects of life then we will not see His 
will accomplished. On January 12 from1:00-
2:30 pm, we will discover the answer to this 
question as we study the Books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah .  We will meet in the Mission and 
Ministry Building. Bring your Bible and a 
friend and a desire to go deep into God’s 
living word. Contact Rev. Martha Horn if you 
have any questions @ 843-810-3515.  

Join the Acolyte Ministry 
This in an invitation 
to all St. Luke’s 
Youth ages 10 and 
above.(Elementary, 
Middle and High 
School students) 

Acolytes assist the 
clergy in the worship 
service by carrying 
the Processional 
Cross, lighting and 
extinguishing the 
altar candles, 
collecting the offering plates, and assisting 
the Celebrant in preparing the Communion 
table.  

If you are interested in being part of this 

special ministry please join us on Tuesday 

February 3rd at 4:30 in the sanctuary for 

training. For any questions regarding the 

Acolyte Ministry, please contact Juliana 

Martel, email to juliemartel@hargray.com or 

call me at 384-8208. 
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Organ Recital 
On Friday, January 
9, the Low Country 
Chapter of the 
American Guild of 
Organists presents 
Dr. Raymond Dr. Raymond Dr. Raymond Dr. Raymond 
Ackerman from St. Ackerman from St. Ackerman from St. Ackerman from St. 
John's Lutheran John's Lutheran John's Lutheran John's Lutheran 
Church,Church,Church,Church,    Rincon GA Rincon GA Rincon GA Rincon GA 
in concert on the 
20- rank Gabriel 
Kney organ at St. 
Luke’s Church, 
HHI. These recitals, performed by organists 
from around the Southeast and beyond, are 
held on the 2nd Friday of each month 
throughout the year, from 12:00noon to 
1:00pm at St. Luke’s Church, 50 Pope 
Avenue, HHI. Come join us for an hour of 
lovely organ music! 

Admission is FREE and the public is 
invited. 

(LCCAGO.org or 
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org) 

Real M.O.M.S. Christmas Brunch 
REAL M.O.M.S. 18th Annual Christmas 
Chickadee Brunch, Wednesday December 
3rd. Pictured: Shannon Alford, Cade Reddy, 
Starr Carr, Pam Blackshire, Wendy Methvin, 
Leslie Robinson, Kyle Wallace, Tracey Elder, 
Melissa MacCabe. Not pictured: Krissy 
Roberts, Shelly Reindl, Michelle Bunce and 
Judi Clifford. "We will not hide them from their children; we 

will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 

deeds of the Lord, His power, and the 
wonders He had done.  he decreed status for 
Jacob and established the law in Israel, which 
He commanded our forefathers to teach their 
children, so the next generation would know 
them, even the children yet to be born, and 
they in turn would tell their children. Then they 
would put their trust in God and would not 
forget His deeds but would keep His 
commandments." Psalm 78:4-7  

Celebrating a Beautiful Christmas Eve 
Here are a few pics of some of the choirs that served on Christmas 
Eve. What a blessing they all were! 
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CFMCFMCFM   Children & Family MinistryChildren & Family MinistryChildren & Family Ministry   

Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Youth Director 
youth@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

 

(843) 785-4099 
stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Nathan Bistis, Associate Rector 
nathanbistis@stlukeshhi.org 

New Minister CalledNew Minister CalledNew Minister CalledNew Minister Called    
We are very excited to announce that 
we have extended a call to a new 
Children's Minister; her name is Sylvia 
Maye. Sylvia comes to us with a wealth 
of knowledge and experience that we 
believe will bless our children and 
young families. Currently, Sylvia lives in 
North Carolina and would be relocating 
to the area in order to take this 
position. As many of you know, this 
position is part-time which means 
Sylvia would need to find housing that 
is safe and affordable. We are putting 
a request to the congregation to help 
us meet this need for Sylvia and for our 
Children and Family Ministry 
program. Sylvia is single with no 
children. If you know of anyone or if 
you yourself can help provide a place 
for Sylvia at a discounted rate that 
would bless her and our ministry, 
please contact Nathan 
at nathanbistis@stlukeshhi.org.  

CFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission StatementCFM Mission Statement    
The Children and Family Ministry will 
encourage the collective Church family and 
the individual families in our congregation, 
to focus on the Word of God as revealed 
through Scripture, to pray together daily, to 
be involved in service to the family of God, 
and in outreach both locally and 
internationally. Instruction will be given in a 
liturgical context in an age appropriate way 
through songs, storytelling, and interactive 
activities. Intergenerational learning will be 
encouraged so that families can develop 
the skills and confidence to build and 
strengthen the Christian faith within their 
family group. 

31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings31 Days of Blessings    
Here is a Blessing for 
Faithfulness to pray with your 
family everyday. 

Seek to be holy, and in 
seeking holiness, serve God. 
As you go into the world today, 
go in his presence, in 
anticipation of his glorious 
return. And when he returns, 
may he find you faithful. 

“I pray that Christ will live in your hearts by faith 
and that your life will be strong in love and be 
built on love. And I pray that you and all God’s 
holy people will have the power to understand 
the greatness of Christ’s love— how wide and 
how long and how high and how deep that love 
is.” Ephesians 3:17-18 

[31 Days of Blessings] Max Lucado Copyright [UpWords 

Ministries, 1995]  Used by permission [31 Days of Blessings] 

Max Lucado Copyright [UpWords Ministries, 1995]  Used by 

permission http://maxlucado.com/read/topical/31-days-of-

blessing.   

Past 50 / Next 50 Celebration 
We are embarking on another 50 years of worship, 
in community at St Luke's Church. We are so 
blessed to have the freedom to worship in a bible 
based environment with pastors who shepherd us 
from the heart. 

To celebrate, we are planning a lovely party that will 
be sure to impress upon us the importance of the 
past 50 years and spur us on towards providing 
shelter, encouragement and guidance for the next 
generation. 

Make your plans to join us and celebrate St. Luke’s 

50th anniversary at our 10 AM service on January 11. 

It will be a wonderful time of honoring our past, rejoicing in the day and catching a vision of 

our future. There will be a brunch following the service with food, music, displays of our 

history and a look into our future. Kids of all ages will have a special lunch and time of movies 

and games in our new Missions and Ministry building. We are excited to see you there. 

Join us Join us Join us Join us ----    January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015 January 11, 2015  
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January Youth Schedule 

High School ScheduleHigh School ScheduleHigh School ScheduleHigh School Schedule    

Sunday Nights 6:30-8:00 

1/11 HS Youth Group Starts up 

1/18  No Youth Holiday Weekend 

1/25 HS Youth 

 

Middle School ScheduleMiddle School ScheduleMiddle School ScheduleMiddle School Schedule    

Wednesday Nights 6:30-8:00 

1/14 MS Youth Group Start Up 

1/21 MS Youth 

1/28  MS Youth 

 

Need more information? Please 
contact Steve: Cell number is (843) 
540-4025 Email: 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Good News 

Steve Chisholm 

“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news 
that will cause great 
joy for all the 
people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”  Luke 2:9-12 

The shepherds who 
were out tending 
flocks oftentimes were 
no older than middle 
school or high school students and they 
were charged with the lonely and boring 
job of watching the sheep. Perhaps this 
is where the expression “counting 
sheep” to cure insomnia originated!  And 
yet God chooses to send angels to this 
lonely group of young people to tell them 
about the good news of Jesus birth.  
After this amazing visit from the heavenly 
hosts, these young shepherds do what 
typical teenagers do best.  They go on 
an adventure and spread the news 
about what they have seen!  Their 
adventure begins when they go to 
Bethlehem to check out the validity of 
the angles message. When they saw the 
baby Jesus, just as the angles had told 
them, they they did the other thing that 
teenagers do best they told a lot of 
people about what they had heard and 
seen.  They became the first evangelists 
to spread the message about Jesus 
arrival! 

In my 18 years of working in youth 
ministry I have learned to not 
underestimate the power of young 
people. Like the shepherds they have a 
hunger for adventure and zest for life. 

For example, on our high school mission 
trip to Honduras last summer I was 
impressed at the spiritual depth and 
work ethic of our teenage mission team. 
I had to learn to step aside and let them 
take leadership. I have come to 
recognize more and more that youth are 

full of life, energy and have 
a hunger for God that is 
often not nurtured. Youth 
Ministry is a vital part of the 
Church.  God worked in 
the lives of young people 
throughout the Bible from 
King David to the 
shepherds to the disciples 
and he is working in the 
lives of youth today. I look 
forward to a new year in 
2015 to work alongside 
you all to help nurture the 
faith of the young people in 
our church and 
community. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2015CONFIRMATION CLASS 2015CONFIRMATION CLASS 2015CONFIRMATION CLASS 2015    

Confirmation Class will begin on January 
25th during the Sunday School Hour 
from 9:00AM to 10:00AM for any student 
grades 6th through 12th.  (They must be 
baptized to go through confirmation 
class.) We will meet 9 times and the 
class will end with a dinner on Monday 
April 20th (6:30PM in new youth building).  
All classes will meet in the new youth 
building.   You can only miss one or two 
classes for family schedule conflicts and 
makeup work will be required. *  The 
bishop comes on April 26th for 
confirmation at the 10:00 service.  

Each week we will be going over 
fundamentals of the Christian faith 
rooted in the Anglican Tradition. I believe 
the confirmation process will be an 
enjoyable and thought provoking time 
for your child, where they will consider 
the implications of Faith in Christ and 
why it personally matters to their lives.  
To register for the class or for more 
information please call the church office 
at 785-4099 or call Steve at 540-4025. 
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Tom Green, Missions Committee Chairperson 

tgreen11@gmail.com  
843-540-9609  

 

Greetings Friends at St. Luke’s, 

We thank you so much 
for your faithful prayers 
and support as we 
minister to international 
students at University of 
South Carolina.  We 
appreciate the annual 
opportunity to share with 
you about our ministry 
through The Messenger. 

Our passion is to see 
these international friends 
learn about Jesus Christ, 
develop a relationship 
with Him, grow in faith, 
and be used by God to further the Gospel 
while in Columbia and then wherever they 
may go after their time here.  There are 
many different ways to see God work in 
their lives, but one verse which embodies 
the way in which we 
minister to internationals 
is I Thessalonians 2:8, “ 
We loved you so much 
that we were delighted to 
share with you not only 
the gospel of God, but 
our lives as well, 
because you had 
become so dear to us.”     

Just this past month, 
Christmas provided us 
with many natural 
opportunities to share not only the Gospel 
of God but our lives as well.  Opportunities 
included hosting a Christmas party (see 
picture), bringing internationals to events at 
local churches, meals at our house, and 
other Christmas events in Columbia.  After 
each event, we always receive numerous e-
mails letting us know how much they 
enjoyed the time and the “warm 
atmosphere.”  To us, it is a small thing to 
include an international friend, but for them, 
it might be their only real connection with 

Believers.  We pray that each 
encounter will move these 

friends closer to a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  

There are about 1,300 international students 
from over 100 countries at USC.  Many of 
them come from cultures with little to no 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The largest 
groups are from China with an atheist 

background and 
from India with a 
Hindu background.  
Often we sow 
seeds and never 
directly see the 
results, but 
sometimes God 
allows us to see 
what He does.  He 
is allowing us to 
see the fruit of His 
work in one life 

right now, which is a joy.  Our friend, 
Charlie, is a visiting scholar from China.  He 
was at USC in the spring of 2013 and we 
got to see Him begin a relationship with 
Jesus.  He went back to China for a year, 
but is now back in Columbia with his wife 
and 10-year-old daughter for one year.  
They will go back to China this summer to a 
town where there is no known church.  In 
the meantime, we are thrilled to have the 
opportunity to invest deeply in the lives of 
Charlie and his family.  Please pray with us 

Navigators - David and June Smith that Charlie and his family will grow in the 
Lord during this time and that they will be 
used mightily by God when they go back to 
China.   

We appreciate your prayers for our family as 
well as our ministry.  Sarah Joan, 21, is 
pleased to be in her second season 
dancing with Richmond Ballet.  Jonathan, 
19, is very happy as a freshman at Furman 
and playing on the soccer team.  Michael, 
14, misses his older siblings but is staying 
busy as a freshman at Richland Northeast 
High School playing the trumpet in the 
marching band and playing soccer.  We 
would appreciate your prayers for us as we 
enter as new season – David was recently 
diagnosed with ataxia, which affects his 
walking and his speech.  It seems to be 
progressing slowly, so we are thankful that 
we can still do all of our normal activities.  
We know there will be a time when we will 
need to adjust (hopefully a long time from 
now), but that will also be part of living our 
lives with our international friends.  Please 
pray that God will continue to work in and 
through our family. 

Thank you so much for your partnership, 

David and June 

Sarah Joan, Jonathan and Michael  
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Agape Counseling & 
Training Services (ACTS 
Counseling) 
Now in our nineteenth 
year as a Ministry of St. 
Luke’s, ACTS Counseling 
is blessed to have our 
Scholarship Fund as this 
month’s outreach. Over 
the years we have built 
relationships with pastors 
in the greater Hilton 
Head/Bluffton community 
as professional counselors who desire to 
minister to anyone who is suffering, 
regardless of their ability to pay or their 
beliefs. Many have been helped who could 
not otherwise afford our services without 

your generous donations to our Scholarship 
Fund. Many have been healed through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Please prayerfully consider making a 
donation of any amount to 
our Scholarship Fund. All 
funds received are used 
only to counsel those in 
need. We also ask for your 
continued prayers for our 
ministry and for those in 
pain. 

Thank you in advance for 
your prayers and 

generosity. 

Sharon K Smith, LMFT 

Director/Counselor 
Andrea Myers, Outreach Director 
gamyers@roadrunner.com 
843-689-3880  

Check out ACTS Counseling’s new Check out ACTS Counseling’s new Check out ACTS Counseling’s new Check out ACTS Counseling’s new 
website at www.actshhi.com!website at www.actshhi.com!website at www.actshhi.com!website at www.actshhi.com!    
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MessengerMessengerMessenger   

group, joined choir and 
praise team, was 

assistant treasurer, joined a Bible Study and 
small group. In addition, I had a full-time job 
and three teenage 
boys at home which 
required feeding them 
and attending sports 
events. Inevitably, I 
burned out. I had a 
major meltdown and 
had to quit all my 
extracurricular 
activities in order to 
prayerfully consider 
what God was calling 
me to do. Eventually I went back to music, 
because that is what I felt God had put on my 
heart. Then he expanded my musical abilities 
beyond what I had ever done, and I was 
blessed beyond measure. 

Oftentimes, we continue to do things with less 
than a joyful heart because “somebody’s got 
to do it.” Unfortunately, this not only makes us 
resentful, but it decreases the opportunity for 
someone else to step up to the calling to 
which God might be leading them. Also, 
sometimes there is an end to a ministry as we 
know it, but something else then shows up in 
its place. 

We seem to be at that place of change in our 
church life. As the National Episcopal Church 
has evicted us from their rolls, we find that 
many of our old-time ministries have to be 

renamed. As the culture 
has changed with 
stimulating technology, 
we are called to move 
forward accordingly in our 
music and programs. 
What about you and your 
use of your talents? Is it 
time for you to pass the 
baton to someone else 
and take on a new and 
unknown activity? I can 
attest to the fact that 

stepping into the unknown is scary, but I 
have also found it exciting as I trust God to 
grow me in my ability to do something and 
see the fruit that is produced when I am 
obedient. 

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord your God, and the priests, who are 
Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from 
your positions and follow it. Then you will 
know which way to go, since you have never 
been this way before.”( Joshua 3:3-4).  

Wishing you many blessings in the New Year 
of 2015! 

Counselor’s Comments: A New Call? 
Sharon Smith 

Here we are in yet another new year! Now 
that I’ve reached the age of 65, I am painfully 
aware of how time is flying by. This seems 
especially true during the holiday season. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas just run 
together. Then we have the age-old concept 
of the New Year Resolution. What will it be 
this year?  

Recently I picked up a devotional book that 
I’ve had for years but have never used 
before. It is called Reflections for 
Ragamuffins, by Brennan Manning. One of 
his reflections brings up an interesting 
concept that he calls “creative tension.” 
According to him, God keeps challenging us 
to grow by asking us to abandon security, 
comfort and status quo, to follow the Holy 
Spirit’s leading into new territory. It seems to 
me that we tend to stay with the status quo 
because we are used to doing it that way or 
because we are afraid to make a change or 
even that we would feel guilty if we gave up 
something we have always done. 

There are a number of things we do when 
we hang on to the familiar. For many years 
after becoming a Christian, I signed on for 
too many ministries. I worked with youth 


