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MessengerMessengerMessenger   
I have been writing that opening address at St. 
Luke's for nearly 23 years! 

But for some, they don't 
really understand what it 
means to be part of "God's 
family." For me, the timing of 
my thought to write this 
article comes at a time when 
family is much on my mind. 
We are "in between" Mother's 
Day and Father's Day. And, I 
have just returned from a 
"family trip" where I was able 

to spend time with all of my siblings and my 
daughter and her husband. And, I have spent 
time with my two sons over the past month as 
well. Maybe it is because this is the first 
Mother's Day that I have been without my 
Mom (and my Dad died a few years ago); so, 
seeing family has become a priority as I grow 
older. Getting together with siblings no longer 
will take place because my Mom "organized 
us," but rather, because we must take the 
initiative and make such gatherings a priority. 

What I find both wonderful and fascinating, is 
that over the years, even though there have 
been tensions, disagreements and conflict, 
we (the siblings) are getting along better than 
ever! We are "very different people" in many 
ways; our lives have taken different twists and 
turns, but we have "hung in there" with each 
other and sought to figure out how to get 
along, and even build a relationship. Isn't that 
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June - July 2015 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

Our FocusOur FocusOur FocusOur Focus    

youngest sister, both in the process and 
since, because she is a special needs person 
(what used to be called "mentally retarded") 
and lives in a group home.  

What I have learned is that how I have been a 
part of the church is how I need to be with my 
family. Not all in the church are the same; not 
all in the church are "easy;" some in the 
church are dying and some are special 
needs. Some in the church are out-and-out 
difficult to deal with at times (frankly, most all 
of us are at times). But choosing to love, 
choosing to care, choosing to stay in 
communication, to stay involved, to serve is 
what causes us to grow and teaches us 
about the depth and breadth of Christ’s love. 
Isn't it amazing how much the church and the 
family sound the same? That is why Scripture 
draws the analogy to family, and refers to 
believers as God's children through faith in 
Jesus (John 1).  All of us learn love through 
Jesus (John 3); and all of us learn forgiveness 
through Him (John 21). We also learn that we 
are to serve each other, even lay down our 
lives for each other as Jesus did for us (John 
13). He calls us "brothers," equals at the foot 
of the cross; and, that we cannot do this by 
the leading of our own minds or in our own 
strength.  That is why we need the Holy Spirit 
(John 7; and John 14-16). 

How can we possibly do this if we are not 
connected to the Lord, and connected to 
each other? In many ways, it is a 
misunderstood what it means to be a 
disciple, His children, a part of His Body, the 
Church, when we merely attend on Sundays, 
occasionally, if at all.  We misunderstand 
when we come to worship only to "get 
something out of it" and not see it as a part of 
our growth in our relationship with the Lord, 
and an occasion to connect with each other 
and find a place to serve. Sounds like family; 
a family that worships together, serves 
together, serves each other, gives of our 
resources; a family that, because of "how they 

(Continued on page 6) 

what "family" was intended to be? 

And yet, we see almost immediately in 
Scripture, Adam and Eve as "the first children" 
being rebellious toward their loving Father 
(Genesis 3). Almost immediately on the heels 
of that, we see "marriage conflict" as Adam 
blamed Eve. Then, in Genesis 4, the first two 
sons, Cain and Abel have problems, and Cain 
kills Abel. Amazing and confounding, and 
sad, that as one grows distant from the Lord, 
how family loses its sense of family; rebellion 
and conflict arises, and broken relationships, 
broken families are the result. 

Can we change? Can this be reversed? Can 
we even see our family survive challenges, 
grow, and even thrive? I am convinced that 
because of God's love, God's Word, God's 
Spirit, God's strength and forgiveness, the 
answer is absolutely "yes!"  I have seen it, 
experienced it, lived it. As I have commented 
to several since my return, outside of visits 
that have included my parents, this was the 
best family trip ever. I would go so far as to 
say that this was the best, most significant 
time that I have ever spent with my siblings. 

Now, lest you think that my family members 
are all Christians; my brother and his wife are 
agnostics. I see every time with him as an 
opportunity to witness and dialogue about the 
Lord and His Word. My brother is very bright 
(a PhD. in the Philosophy of Science...his 
Dissertation on Quantum Mechanics). He is 
also a "nice guy." But, we are not on the same 
page about much, except that we love one 
another and choose to get along and actually 
enjoy each other. And, I believe, we have both 
grown over the years, and grown closer. One 
observation about why we have grown closer, 
particularly over the past few years, is 
because all of us have sought to work 
together as my parents declined. We made 
my parents a priority, and, in the process, 
gave each other "breaks" from caring for them, 
shared the burden, and stayed in touch with 
each other. We also have cared for our 

Greg Kronz 
Rector Rector Rector Rector     
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Transitions 
No transitions this month! 

Flower Guild 
The following dates are available 
for Memorial flower donations: 

June 7, 14, 21, 28  

For any questions contact Leigh 
Anne Hoppe at 
leighann365247@hotmail.com. 

Church Mouse 
Carol Gyllenhoff 

We have had a banner 
month once again in April, 
generating over $43,000 in 
sales.   

This has enabled us to 
provide the Missions 
Committee with $20,000 for their support of 
our missionaries, and we matched April’s 
VIM outreach for $2,763.  Our board voted 
to grant $8,000. to the Tanzania Mission trip 
in July, and also $5,000 to Fellowship for 
Christian Athletes for distribution of Bibles 
for their youth programs. It is so gratifying 
to be able to help with these worthwhile 
projects and organizations. 

Once again we face the volunteer 
challenges that occur in the summer when 
folks take vacation breaks. We especially 
need cashiers, also clothing sorters. If you 
can offer a few hours, you will be a blessing 
– the job is rewarding, even fun! Just ask 
some of our regulars, many of whom have 
been with us for years. The Church Mouse 
can be addictive. Debbie, our manager, can 
fill you in; call 785-2322. 

Right now there is a brand new pair of 
Haggar pants upstairs for $8.00; Columbia 
shirts for $6.00. Last week a full set of china 
went on display for $65.00, and there is a 
leather wing chair in beautiful condition for 
$275.00. The list goes on.. 

Happy summer everyone – join us in 

counting our blessings! 

Member Pledged 
Giving  2014 

 Actual Budget Variance 

May 54,660 77,055 -22,395 

Year-to
-date 

282,002 313,601 -31,599 

Jr. DOK Bracelets 
As one of our service projects, the Jr. DOK 
(Daughters of the King) will be offering 
bracelets that the girls have made for the 
Youth Mission trip to Honduras. 

A donation will be accepted for two 
bracelets...one for you and one for the 
person who will receive it in Honduras. We 
ask you to be in prayer for the receiver of 
the bracelet you send. God already knows 
their names and their needs.  

For more information, call Mary Hiers 
816.6444 or email jwhiers@hargray.com 

Our Bookshop 

A favorite place to shop for all family and 

friends! Our little corner of the world 

provides amazing treasures, such as 

beautiful $1.00 cards, unusual gifts and 

inspiring books to delight your days and 

evenings. We're waiting to help you and 

look forward to greeting you:  

Sundays: 8:45am-10am; 11:15am-12Noon 
Wednesdays: 9:30am-11:30am  

Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Youth Director 
youth@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

 

(843) 785-4099 
stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Nathan Bistis, Associate Rector 
nathanbistis@stlukeshhi.org 

Sylvia Maye, Children & Family Ministries 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Office Closings 
The church office will be closed on Fridays 
at noon until September 4. The office will 
also be closed Monday, June 1 and 
Tuesday, June 2 for the staff retreat and 
closed on Friday, July 3 for Independence 
Day.  

Real M.O.M.S. Annual 

Spring Brunch 

1st Row: Shelly Reindel, Kyle Wallace, 

Wendy Methvin. 2nd Row: Cade Reddy, 

Melissa MacCabe, Leslie Robinson. 3rd 

Row: Shannon Alford, Starr Carr.  Not 

pictured: Krissy Roberts, Michelle Bunce, 

Pam Blackshire and Judi Clifford. 

Coming study for the Fall: Breathe by Beth 

Moore. 

Shrimp and Grits 

Shrimp and grits take-out on Sunday, June 
7, to support the Tanzania Mission Team.  
Back by demand….this fund raiser not only 
helps our Teams, but it fills your bellies with 
the best Shrimp and Grits in the Low 
Country!  Chef Kevin Cavanaugh will be 
using Donny Kunich’s recipe which he got 
from our friends at Mt. Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church!! You make a donation of 
your choice and go home from church with 
a mouth watering Sunday lunch (or dinner). 
Mark your calendars and don’t forget! 
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CFMCFMCFM   Children & Family MinistryChildren & Family MinistryChildren & Family Ministry   

Camp Kilimanjaro VBSCamp Kilimanjaro VBSCamp Kilimanjaro VBSCamp Kilimanjaro VBS    
JAMBO! Join us for Camp Kilimanjaro, 
where you will have an epic expedition 
through the book of Proverbs on June 14-
18. 

Every day our kids are faced with choices – 
will they choose wisely or foolishly? As they 
safari up Mount Kilimanjaro, your hikers 
learn that true wisdom comes only from the 
one true all-wise God. He's filled the book of 
Proverbs with wise sayings for us. He wants 
us to act wisely! 

As they study Proverbs, your hikers will learn 
to:  

• Listen Up with ears that hear the word 
of God 

• Check Up with hearts that trust the Lord 
no matter what 

• Build Up with tongues that avoid 
bullying, gossip, lying & complaining 

• Wake Up with hands that get to work 

• Wise Up with feet that walk with the 
wise 

Camp Kilimanjaro begins Sunday night, 
June 14, with a Family Dinner and Day 1 of 
VBS (5-8pm).  

Our safari continues Mon thru Thurs  9:00-
Noon.  

Parents, grandparents and the entire parish 
are invited back Thursday night for our 
closing program and ice cream sundae 
social (7-8 pm) 

Register your hikers for Camp Kilimanjaro 
on Sunday mornings in the Vestibule or 
online. Open to ages 4-11.  

There are still a handful of roles for 
volunteers and helpers! Come trek with us! 

All joy,  

Sylvia Maye 

Stephen Ministry - 
"Receptivity to Care" 

On Sunday, May 31st six members of our 
congregation were commissioned as 
Stephen Minister's - Ferebee Ruffalo, Linda 
Green, Rebecca McNemar, 
Louise Tranquilli, Sarah 
Partlow, and Mary Noel 
Jordan. They are now waiting 
for an opportunity to serve St. 
Luke's by ministering to those 
members of our congregation 
that are struggling with one of 
many life challenges....loss of 
a spouse, serious illness, 
divorce, family relationship 
issues, loneliness, or a host of 
other possible issues.  

What are they waiting for?......for you to ask 
for help, or for you to consider referring a 
fellow member of our church family (with 
their permission), by speaking to Pastor 
Greg, a Clergy Team member, or a Stephen 
Leader (Rick Tranquilli, Martha Horn, Frank 
Bowen and Linda Green) about the ministry 
and referral process. 

Why do so many church's experience a 
reluctance of members to ask for 
care?....consider the article below called 
"Receptivity to Care" that speaks to why that 
reluctance sometimes exists, but also why 
the Bible tells us to reach out for help, and 

help others in need!....Please, consider a 
call to understand more about how Stephen 
Ministry might help you or someone you 
care for!  

Receptivity to CareReceptivity to CareReceptivity to CareReceptivity to Care    

"Most people are much more 
open to giving care than 
receiving it. When a person is 
giving care, he or she is in a 
position of strength, stability, 
and authority. When a person 
is receiving care, he or she is 
acknowledging weakness, 
insecurity, and vulnerability. 

As a result, there are 
countless people today who, 
though they really could 

benefit from a Christian friend who would 
listen and care for them, instead tough it out 
on their own. Society encourages this 
(particularly for men). To ask for help is to 
admit weakness. To show weakness is to 
admit inferiority. 

But God did not create us to be 
independent. We were created to be 
interdependent.....The New Testament 
underscores this theme with more than 50 
verses that contain the words "one another". 
These verses include admonitions such as 
"love one another", "encourage one 
another", build up one another", and "pray 
for one another".   

What these verses don't say is that we alone 
are to love, encourage, build up, and pray 
for other people. The "one another" wording 
gives them a reciprocal meaning. It also 
tells us that we are to allow other people to 
love, encourage, build up, and pray for us!" 

It is most difficult for people to ask for help. 
Whether it is because of guilt, shame, 
inadequacy, or fear of rejection, many 
would much prefer to suffer alone than ask 
for help. But suffering alone is not God's 
intent for us. Jesus promises, "Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened and I 
will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). We can 
receive this promised rest when we turn to 
one another for comfort and help." 

Could you or someone you know benefit by 
taking these words to heart and seeking 
out Stephen Ministry support? Do as Jesus 
would have us do....reach out! 

Rick Tranquilli 

Stephen Leader 

Rick Tranquilli (843-540-1478), Martha Horn 
(843-810-3515), Frank Bowen (843-368-
4134), Linda Green (843-540-9612) 
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by Norm Galloway, Campaign Chairman 

1 Chronicles 28:20 - "Be strong and 

courageous, and DO THE WORK. Do not be 

afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my 

God is with you. He will not fail you or forsake 

you until all THE WORK for the service of the 

temple of the LORD is finished." 

This is an exciting time to be part of St. 
Luke's Church. We recently finished 
celebrating our 50th Anniversary at our Pope 
Avenue location and we can now look 
forward with expectancy to the next 50 years 
of serving our church family, reaching out to 
our community and spreading the love of 
Jesus Christ throughout the world. 

Our "Preparing the Next 50" Capital 
Campaign is underway. It is the first capital 
campaign our church has undertaken in 
more than a decade. Many have attended 
small group gatherings designed to 
familiarize all the members of our church 
family with the needs of our facilities for both 
renovation and expansion. If you haven’t 
been able to attend you will soon be 
receiving a packet which describes our 
Capital Campaign, and I hope you will make 
time to read about our plans and let us 
answer your questions.  Our goal is $3.3 
million to be raised over the next three years.  

This capital campaign has been anticipated 
for more than a year as our St. Luke's Vestry 
has expanded its vision for the role of St. 
Luke's and the evangelistic outreach of our 
ministries to the Hilton Head Island 
community and beyond.  The reality is that 
as a church we have been deferring much 
needed renovations while a court ruling was 
being determined. Our ability to step forth 
with this vision was finally enabled by the 
February ruling of a South Carolina court that 
our church is fully entitled to our property. 

Moving forward our Vestry believes St. Luke's 
Church needs more than the gifted, Biblically
-based teaching from our pulpit to reach our 
full potential for the Lord. We believe that by 
having a safer, fresher looking campus with 
expanded facilities, we can evangelize even 
more effectively and provide for a broader 
range of ministries that will demonstrate the 
love of Jesus Christ to both residents and 

visitors. 

We have set our first 
milestone in the 

campaign to be Sunday, June 14. We are 
asking all who can to bring their pledges to 
church on or before that Sunday so that as a 
congregation we can commit to “DO THE 
WORK” which is needed to honor the Lord 
with the property he has entrusted to us. Our 
goal that Sunday is to get the amount 
pledged that is required to begin the WORK 
on phases one and two of our three year 
plan. These phases address the safety 
concerns of our campus by providing a new 
preschool building and parking lot. It will take 
us 6 full months from the time of this 
commitment to begin the construction. 

We are asking all members of St. Luke's to 
prayerfully consider what 
they can pledge to our 
capital campaign initiative 
over the next three years 
and on Sunday, June 14  we 
are all being asked to 
declare that pledge. 

Therefore, as you make your 
decision to pledge, we ask 
the following: 

1. Recall all the blessings 
God has given to you, 
not only for your 
personal use, but to 
build the Kingdom of 
God on earth.  

2. Pray to discern what 
sacrificial gift God is 
asking you to give in 
this capital campaign. 
Our faith enables us to 
trust God to guide us and provide for us. 

3. Know that every pledge, regardless of 
size, is important. The key is 
commitment. 

I am excited about where we are today in the 
on-going history of St. Luke's Church on 
Hilton Head Island. As Pastor Greg has so 
beautifully stated: “For the past 50 years here 
on Pope Avenue we have been enjoying the 
gifts provided by previous generations.  I ask 
that we leave a legacy that will be a blessing 
to future generations as previous generations 
have done for us.” 

I am pleased to list below those who have 
already generously stepped forward with 
sacrificial pledges: 

Ron & Connie Anderson 

Jim & Jane Benford in memory of Anne & 
Gordon Benford and Mary & Mike Trusik 

Mike & Pam Blackshire 

Hank & Carla Booth 

Frank & Dottie Bowen 

Fred & Sandy Caswell 

Ron & Judi Clifford 

Tom & Beverly Conner 

Cary & Wend Corbitt 

John & Jamie Evans 

John & Suzanne Farrington 

Norm & Suzie Galloway 

Ric & Katherine Gorman 

Ling Graves 

Flint & Janet Harding in honor of St. Luke’s 
Church 

Susan Hartmann 

Mike & Connie Hellman 

Fran Hubbell in memory of Tom Hefty 

Hart Joseph 

Rev. Greg & Meredith Kronz 

Don & Teresa Kunich 

Dick & Brenda Lieberman 

Terry & Julia McLoud 

Susan Ochsner 

Geoffrey & Sarah Partlow in memory of 
James R. Brigham 

Roger & Judith Penny 

Rich & Vicki Pfannenschmidt 

Marc & Francie Puntereri 

Rick & Joni Vanderslice 

Dan & Kyle Wallace 

John & Frances Wigington  

Tom York 

Jeanne C. York 

Buzz & Rhetta Yount 

Artist rendering view of proposed Parish Hall seen from the 

corner of Cordillo and Pope Avenues. 

St. Luke's Capital Campaign 
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My Ordination: 

I will have my ordination into the transitional 
deaconate on Wednesday June 10th at 
5PM at St Luke’s Church.   Our whole 
church family is invited.  I hope you will be 
able to join me on this special day as I 
move into ordained ministry 

Message 

The beginning of each school year I share 
with the high school and Middle School 
Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good”  I challenge them throughout the year 
to open their hearts and minds to “taste and 
see” the Lord.  Faith in 
Christ brings meaning 
and purpose in life.  
When we live without 
God we live second 
and third rate stories. 
When we live with God 
we live the best story!  
In other words the God 
who designed us has a 
big story for our lives 
and when we stay 
close to him we do not 
miss out. 

2014-2015 Ministry 
Snapshot 

This has been a great year in youth ministry.  
We saw significant growth in our Middle 
School group.  We tripled in numbers from 
the beginning of the year and averaged 
around 30 kids each week during the 
second semester.  One of the 8th grade 
girls who has been coming out all year says 
the reason she comes is she feels like every 
week she learns more about her faith.  
Several other parents have told me that their 

son/daughter talks about what they have 
learned each week.  Also, we saw 8 kids go 
through getting confirmed this Spring.  One 
of the students who was confirmed last year 
said that this has been the biggest event in 
his young life!  The High School group went 
through the youth Alpha video series in the 
Fall and we saw a deepening and discovery 
of faith among several of the kids.   This 
spring we have been preparing for our 3rd 
annual international trip with Urban Promise 
Honduras on July 19th-26th.  Our team 
consists of 14 high school students and 4 
adults.  We are planning for our 
responsibilities through the month of June. 

Youth Sunday 

Youth Sunday was a big success. We had 
lots of kids helping as ushers, greeters and 
with our fundraisers.  Our Pasta 2 Go 
fundraiser was a big hit thanks to Kevin 
Cavanaugh, the head chef at the South 
Carolina Yacht Club, putting the meal 
together with his amazing pasta sauce! 

Honduras Fundraising 

We have been raising a lot of money 
through our 200 Envelope Fundraisers 
thanks to the generosity and support of the 

St Luke’s family. It will continue through 
early June. If you would like to contribute to 
our trip we have a few kids who are 
struggling with coming up with all the funds 
needed to come on the trip.  Call Steve for 
more information on how you could help.  
(843 540-4025). 

Adult Leaders and 
Teachers: 

Our High School team consists of John & 
Janet George, Bob Lee and Veronica 
Chisholm.  Our Middle school team 
consists of John George and Ken Weisner.  
Amy Starnes and Jennifer Thompson 
helped out with the middle school girls the 
second semester.  Dan Wallace and John 
George helped out with Middle School 
Sunday School.  Shannon Murphy and John 
George helped with Confirmation class. 

Thank you for all your support!  I look 
forward to a great summer and another 
school year of helping your kids grow in 
their faith. 

Warmly in Christ, 

Steve Chisholm 

Urban Promise Honduras 
Trip Coming Soon! 

Calling ALL WOMEN … Field Trip Time 
Date:Date:Date:Date:    July 18, 2015July 18, 2015July 18, 2015July 18, 2015    

Time: Time: Time: Time: 10101010----2:00 pm2:00 pm2:00 pm2:00 pm    

Place:Place:Place:Place:    The Horns:  69 Cassique The Horns:  69 Cassique The Horns:  69 Cassique The Horns:  69 Cassique 
Creek Drive, Ridgeland, 29936Creek Drive, Ridgeland, 29936Creek Drive, Ridgeland, 29936Creek Drive, Ridgeland, 29936    

What to bring:What to bring:What to bring:What to bring:    Yourself, a friend, your Yourself, a friend, your Yourself, a friend, your Yourself, a friend, your 
Bible and a covered dish to share. Bible and a covered dish to share. Bible and a covered dish to share. Bible and a covered dish to share. 
((((Meat and drinks will be provided)Meat and drinks will be provided)Meat and drinks will be provided)Meat and drinks will be provided)    

For more information AND  pleaseFor more information AND  pleaseFor more information AND  pleaseFor more information AND  please    

RSVPRSVPRSVPRSVP    call Martha Horn 843call Martha Horn 843call Martha Horn 843call Martha Horn 843----810810810810----3515351535153515    
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Tom Green, Missions Committee Chairperson 

tgreen11@gmail.com  

843-540-9609  

 

Candy Rieger, Missionary in Haiti 

Imagine.   

The setting:  under a rusted out tin roof in a 
small hut made of woven palm slats, 
seated on a little sheet spread over the 
earth. 

Who?  You. 

Situation:  You 
have lost all 
appetite and 
your body 
aches.  
Shooting pains 
stab at you as 
you cough.  
Your family sits 
outside in fear 
and talks about you as if you cannot hear.  
Maybe they think that because you have no 
strength of voice now.  The ground 
underneath you causes great pain because 
you have no fat remaining.  You are a sack 
of bones.  You asked Jesus to save you 
and come into your heart.  But now where 
is He?  How can He reward you like this?  
There is no food and it’s so hot and you 
hurt and no one can help. Even your 
brothers are afraid of coming near you.  
You are crying out, screaming even in your 
spirit: “Oh my Father God, where are you?  
Help me!  Oh God, help me.  Please help 
me.  Where are you, oh my God?”  You 
wonder if it is all in vain, this crying out to 
God.   

“Because he has loved Me, therefore 
I will deliver him; I will set him 
securely on high, because he has 
known My name.  He will call upon 
Me, and I will answer him; I will be 
with him in trouble; I will rescue him 
and honor him.” Psalm 91:14-15 

Now imagine this. 

The setting:   A pickup truck in a rural 
Haitian community, in front of the 
evangelical church. 

Who?  You. 

The situation:  You are sweltering hot and 
giving thanks for the a/c in the truck as you 
prepare to depart.  But, there’s this woman 
talking to your companion and you wish 
she’d finish talking so you could up the 
window and keep the cool in.  But she’s 
insistent.  Your friend finally turns to you 
and says, “She wants to talk to you.  I told 
her we can’t help right now, but she insists 
on talking to you.”  So the truck is shut 
down and you return to the beating sun 
and you say a quick “I’m sorry, Lord, for 

selfishly wanting a/c” and you listen to this 
new acquaintance, knowing she’s going to 
ask you to build a house or dig a latrine and 
you’ll have to say no because there is no 
more in the budget and yet you continue 
because this is what Jesus does in you.  
You find yourself drawn to follow her up the 
side of the mountain to see her current 

“home”, and before you arrive, you 
know it’s bad, really bad.  
Gathering strength of spirit to 
overcome emotion, you take 
pictures, you encourage her that 
God is with us, and you hear 
yourself asking if she has any land 
because we cannot build here … 
this is a rental property whose 
owner will one day face great 
shame.  Yes.  Her mom has 
enough land and now we’re 15 

minutes into a trek into bush that opens up 
before a little shack made of woven palm 
slats and you see a young man seated on a 
sheet under the shade of the rusted out tin 
roofing.  He’s alone.  All cousins and 
neighbors and brothers huddle outside in 
the lakou (yard) and mumble with each 
other.  God draws you into the shack where 
you meet the young withered and 
emaciated and dying man. Jesus in you 
calls on Father, and you ask the family to 
bring him outside and show the family how 
to cool him down with a cloth and bowl of 
water and where you lay a hand on him and 
close your eyes and feel tears start and you 
cry out that God will touch this man for His 
glory. “Raise him up, Father.  Heal him.  Get 
glory.” Now your companion prays too…   

And before you call 
that doctor who has 
helped you so many 
times before, you 
tell the family to 
wash their hands 
often and to believe 
that God is with us. 

“The mind of man 
plans his way, but 

the LORD directs his steps.”  Proverbs 16:9 

And so, my dear St. Luke’s family, my 
Messenger article ends here as I await 
news if this young man is in fact another 
victim of tuberculosis.  My prayer is as it 
was.  May God get glory through this 
illness.  Pray with me and know your 
prayers avail much.  Your gifts have dug 
latrines and built houses and it is your gifts 
that made this woman know to ask and 
keep asking.  Your gifts put me in that yard 
with that young man.  May God bless each 
and every one of you.  What an awesome 
God and we can call Him, Abba, Father.   

Convergence It’s Layette Time Again 
The Tanzania Team brings layettes for the 
clinics to encourage Mothers to have their 
babies at the clinic.  If their baby is born at 
the clinic, they are then given a layette that 
includes: cloth diapers, 2 diaper pins, 2 pair 
of “rubber” pants, two onesies, two outfits or 
stretch suits, socks, a hat, and 2 receiving 
blankets. All sized at 12 month or less. We 
are praying that God will call many of you to 
donate new or slightly used items for these 
precious babies.  We will also accept 
financial donations and the team will do the 
shopping.  Because of this project that 
Yvonne North brought to us, many mothers’ 
and their babies’ lives have been saved 
through this little bribery to have the babies 
born in a clean, safe environment. Please 
bring donations to the Ministry Center and 
give cash/check donations to Kathie Phillips 
or Kyle Wallace. May God bless you as you 
bless these mothers who often have nothing 
but a tee shirt or sweat shirt in which to wrap 
their new babies (we have seen babies 
wrapped in plastic wrap/bags to keep them 
dry!). Thank you! 

love each other" serves as a witness to a 
world of broken relationships, broken families, 
broken lives, needy lives that need the Lord, 
that need the modeling of and the love of a 
"functional” (not perfect) family. 

As we continue on through summer, a little 
more "lay back time" for most, I invite you to 
consider what it means to be part of a family, 
and, in particular, God's family. And, as part 
of His family, I invite you to play a role in our 
Parish Family as a brother or sister, a mother 
or father, as well as a child who is still 
growing. And, I invite you to truly live as one 
of the children of the Father; one of the 
disciples, brothers, and servants of our Lord 
Jesus, and be filled and strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit with His love and grace. Be 
connected, be involved, be a fervent, active, 
vibrant part of the Body of Christ, the Family 
of God, His Church as He designed and 
desired, carved out in a broken world on the 
wood of the cross. That is where we find our 
Savior, our Lord, our model, our brother, and 
God's grace and love. Let us strive to be His 
family here at St. Luke’s, loving and caring for 
one another as disciples as well as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

(Continued from page 1) 
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break from their painful life 
of doctors and treatments 
back home.  It is always a 

powerful experience for me. 

One particular story from several 
summers ago stands out from the 
rest as it clearly reflects the reality of 
what these Hero families experience 
each day.  I reluctantly invited a Hero 
child to speak from my stage one 
night from the confines of a 
wheelchair.  I say 
reluctantly only 
because I have 
tried to let our 

Hero families remain as 
invisible as they chose to 
be.  Well, this particular 
boy was bound and 
determined to perform just 
like the other children on 
stage that night.  During 
the short interview process that I go through 
with every child who performs, I asked our 
Hero child all the normal questions that I 

Andrea Myers, Outreach Director 
gamyers@roadrunner.com 
843-689-3880  

On Becoming an AngelOn Becoming an AngelOn Becoming an AngelOn Becoming an Angel    

By Gregg Russell 

Over the course of the 
summer months, I come 
in contact with many of 
the Hero families who 
visit us on Hilton Head 
Island.  Many of them 
will make a trip down to 
Harbour Town on a 
spring or summer 
evening and sit out in the crowd and remain 
anonymous, while others readily identify 
themselves to me as one of our HERO 
families. 

When I am fortunate enough to meet our 
Hero kids and their families, I am always 
struck by the profound gratitude that they 
have for the HERO program.  Tears flow 
quickly and easily as they thank me over and 
over again for giving them such a wonderful 

usually ask.  This young man knew that I 
had left out one of my routine questions, so 
he eagerly volunteered to tell me what he 
wanted to be when he grew up.  Knowing 
that this child was so ill, I held my breath as 
he told the audience that his Mom told him 
he was going to have the best job in the 
entire world.  His eyes twinkled with pure joy 
as he told me that he was going to be an 
angel. 

I am reminded that we are all in the 
business of helping 
children gracefully 
become angels, while 
unselfish acts of love and 
kindness help normal 
everyday people become 
Heroes. 

By becoming part of our 

100 HERO program you 

will help ensure that our 

Hero families are able to “Make Memories “Make Memories “Make Memories “Make Memories 

that must last a life time.”that must last a life time.”that must last a life time.”that must last a life time.”    

PCCLC had a wonderful year in 2014 and, 
financially ended up in the BLACK thanks to 
all of our supporters and friends. This year, This year, This year, This year, 

in November, PCCLC will celebrate a in November, PCCLC will celebrate a in November, PCCLC will celebrate a in November, PCCLC will celebrate a 

milestone milestone milestone milestone ––––    25 years of service to the 25 years of service to the 25 years of service to the 25 years of service to the 

beloved community!beloved community!beloved community!beloved community!  As 
always, our focus has 
been ministry to the 
uninsured/underinsured/
underserved populations 
of Beaufort/Jasper 
counties; however, in 
reality there are no 
geographic boundaries! 
Our intent is to ensure as much as is 
feasible, healthy mothers and babies. 
PCCLC’s provision of Free Early Adequate Free Early Adequate Free Early Adequate Free Early Adequate 

Prenatal Care for the first 16 weeks of Prenatal Care for the first 16 weeks of Prenatal Care for the first 16 weeks of Prenatal Care for the first 16 weeks of 

gestationgestationgestationgestation to any woman who accesses 
same, is crucial for women who may not 
receive additional care. 

PCCLC operates from two sites; the main 
office/clinic on Hilton Head, and the Mobile 
Clinic which is stationed in Hardeeville 
(Mondays) and Bluffton (Wednesdays). 
PCCLC employs three full-time and seven 
part-time staff, including a bilingual 
translator, four nurses who job share and a 
Nurse Practitioner/Nurse Midwife. Two pro-
bono doctors—Dr. Patrick Jordan the 
Medical Director, and Dr. Ramon McGehee, 
an OB/GYN—are still on board.  

Two thousand nine hundred fourteen 

(2,914) persons accessed assistance in 
2014; 1,334 received medical services; 233 
walked in for peer counseling and/or 
material help; 132 attended ESL classes 
(includes repeats); 112 attended various 

support group 
meetings 
(includes 
repeats). Four 
hundred 
seventy-four 
(474) women 
initiated prenatal 
care at the 

Center and one hundred eighty-five (185) 
completed the 16- week program. The birth 
of two hundred forty-two (242) client babies 
was expected; however, only 126 could be 
confirmed.  

Client age range was 14 – 68, with the 
largest group aged 20 – 29 accounting for 
54%. The oldest was 68, the youngest 14.   

Client ServicesClient ServicesClient ServicesClient Services    

PCCLC is a prolife, faith-based ministry, 
however, proselytization is not the first order 
of the day. Instead, we do as Jesus did; we 
feed, clothe, minister through our various 
services, and then when interest is piqued, 
we share His Gospel – mainly through our 
monthly spiritual support meeting. The aim 
is to change lifestyles, not enable the 
continuation of destructive behaviors. A 
second such grouping offers information 

June Outreach: Hilton Head Heroes 

July Outreach: Pregnancy Center and Clinic of the Low Country 

through guest speakers from different 
organizations.  Options in pregnancy are 
discussed with clients presenting with a 
positive test; parenting, adoption, and 
abortion. No pressure is applied one way or 
the other; however, once the client opts to 
view an ultrasound, 98% of the time that’s 
generally the end of the choice for abortion. 
The humanity of the child prevails. Even 
those who elect otherwise invariably return 
to tell us that the peer counseling and/or 
ultrasound images changed their minds.   

A key goal for PCCLC is to reach our youth 
and young adults with the message of 
sexual abstinence until marriage. Statistics 
indicate that one in every four Americans 
aged 12 and older has an STD! According 
to the Alan Guttmacher Institute (statistical 
arm of Planned Parenthood), “At least half 
of American women will experience an 
unintended pregnancy by age 45; and, at 
the current rates, one in 10 women will have 
an abortion by age 20, one in four by age 
30, and three in 10 by age 45.”  In 2014, the 
number of abortion vulnerable/abortion 
minded clients was 103. This does not truly 
reflect the actual number because clients 
hesitate to answer the loaded question! In 
2015, PCCLC initiated a Post Abortion Bible 
Study.  
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MessengerMessengerMessenger   

Years ago there were no stores 
open on Sundays. I remember 

the streets being quieter and the pace of life 
slowing down just for that one day. People 
would go to church and then go home and 
relax, following the Biblical mandate to keep 
the Sabbath holy, which meant no work. Our 
culture no 
longer has 
such a day. 
Most stores are 
even open on 
Holidays for the 
convenience of 
everyone 
except for 
those who are 
working. 

With the 
approach of 
summer, I think 
it is a good time to reevaluate our busy 
schedules and take time to be still. I want to 
become more aware of the choices I am able 
to make that involve slowing down and giving 
up routine and perfection.  I know that when I 
am caught up in too many “have to’s,” I find 
myself getting tired and impatient with those 
around me.  I want to take more time to enjoy 

the beautiful place in which I live and read 
some good books.  I want to be more aware 
of choosing to spend time with the people I 
care about, play more and laugh more.  I 
want to choose relationship over duty. 

I just heard a radio interview of Erin Davis, 
author of Connected, 
which is about the 
epidemic of loneliness 
in our culture due to 
technology and social 
media.  One of the 
points she made was 
that our “busy-ness” is 
keeping us from 
relationships in which 
we are vulnerable to 
one another and able 
to connect at a heart 
level. This takes time, 
and too much of our 

time is filled up with things that keep us 
isolated from truly connecting. 

So take some time this summer to get to 
know a person you’ve been wanting to get to 
know better. Let go of some of your “have 
to’s” and CHOOSE to relax and enjoy, and 
be blessed in the process.  

Counselor’s Comments: Choices 
Sharon Smith 

In this whirlwind life we are all living, I wonder 
how often we are truly aware of making 
choices.  It seems to me that all of us have 
too many things in our lives that we feel we 
HAVE TO do.  Although technology was 
supposed to make things easier, oftentimes 
we find ourselves dealing with many more 
details than we expected. For instance, in 
order to speak to a real person in any 
organization we are asked to enter 
numerous identifying numbers into the 
phone only to be asked for the same 
information when we finally get to a real 
person. We may sign our children up for a 
particular activity which we think will involve 
one practice per week and then find out that 
much more time is required. We may have 
very high standards for neatness and/or 
cleanliness in our home which causes us to 
feel the need to dust, vacuum, mop, clean 
bathrooms and do laundry on a rigid 
schedule. How many times a day do you 
find yourself saying “I have to….?” All of 
these expectations cause me to wonder at 
the psalmist who said, “Be still and know 
that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10). With the 
schedules we keep, how can one be still? 


