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MessengerMessengerMessenger   
I hope and pray that you are well; and, I truly 
mean that! 

Less than a year ago our 
Island was visited by 
Hurricane Matthew. The 
devastation was immense. 
I was one who not only 
thought that a hurricane 
would never strike Hilton 
Head Island in my lifetime, 
but saw the destruction 
first-hand as the sun rose 
and I looked out my 

window the following morning. 

Less than a year later, we were staring down 
a direct hit from Hurricane Irma. This time, 
with a Category 4 or even Category 5 a 
couple of hundred miles south of Florida 
and, at that time, heading this way, I was 
willing to leave with such a serious storm 
heading our way. I made preparations and 
prayed for those who had been hit in the 
Caribbean and those about to be hit in the 
United States. I was also spending time in 
prayer and wondering what was going on 
since I was convinced about a year ago that 
we would never be hit by a hurricane! 

By God's grace, we were spared a hit; but 
our Island did experience tropical force 
winds, as well as significant storm surge 
and flooding due to the timing with a high 
tide. Some from our Island family who 
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Our Focus 

has us now, but will keep us for all eternity. 
His will and providence doesn't always "feel 
good" right now, but as I preached this 
summer in my "mini sermon series” on 
Romans 8: "All things work together for 
good for those who love the Lord and are 
called according to His purpose." We can't 
always figure out what is happening and 
why. We can't always see the good. And, in 
fact, there is sometimes pain, hurt, sorrow, 
struggle, and grief that is out-and-out evil. 
But, the Lord can use it for good! The 
resolve doesn't always come immediately. 
That is when we need patience (love is 
patient); that is when we need support (we 
need each other); that is when we need the 
power of His Spirit (because our flesh and 
will power will fail us); and that is when we 
need the Cross and Resurrection before us 
(to know that He has us now and for all 
eternity). 

I am not saying this is easy. When I am 
standing before you, in pain, preaching, I 
must be filled with His Spirit, rely on His 
grace, have the support of prayers warriors, 
and trust Him, That is true for all of us no 
matter what the situation is, knowing we are 
not in control (as much as we would like to 
be!!), and rely on Him, the promises of His 
Word, and that He loves us more than we 
can know or imagine. 

At times like this, and I don't know where 
Maria is heading right now. But right now, I 
know I have Him, and I have my family and 
friends, and I have my Parish family, and the 
promise of eternal life. And that is all I need! 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

suffered damage last year are again 
"digging out" from flood damage. 

As I write this article, we are wondering what 
might happen with Hurricane Marie. What is 
beginning to dawn on me is that we are 
more vulnerable to hurricanes than I ever 
would have ever thought. Back in the mid 
1990's when we evacuated, I didn't believe 
any of the hurricanes would hit the Island; 
turned out that was the correct answer. Not 
so these days!! 

Since that time, Meredith and I have 
parented our children through the teenage 
years, and have watched them grow into 
young adults; we have faced the death of 
both sets of our parents; and we have had 
some minor (thank God) health challenges. 
For example, if you see those commercials 
about "if you have had a mesh implant and 
are experiencing pain...." that would 
describe me! I have been going through my 
fourth bout with pain since having surgery 
and a mesh implant fourteen years ago. 

What I am saying is "the older I get, the 
more I realize, I am not in control." I think 
when I was younger, I had the illusion that I 
could control aspects of my life, my health, 
my environment if I just lived right, did the 
"right things," took precautions with my 
body, my family, my home, every aspect 
and area of my life. The reality is: I am not in 
control. There is very little I can control. 

There is our climate, our environment, other 
people, and even my own body that will "do 
things" that will impact me physically, 
mentally, or emotionally, and I must learn to 
respond to them. 

When Jesus said, "Love the Lord your God 
with all of your heart, soul, mind and 
strength," He was giving us the key for how 
to deal with this sense of being "out of 
control" or, not in control. We need to trust 
and rely on the One who is in control. The 
One who, when we believe in Him, not only 

Greg Kronz 
Rector  
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Transitions 
Baptisms - None  

Deaths - Bob & Roxane Berta, Bernard 
Carlton, J.D. Farrington, Rosemary 
Hallquist, Harry Scott, Jr.  

New Members - None  

Transfer Out - None  

Flower Guild 

Altar flowers are available October 
8, 15, 22, 29, November 5, 19, 26. 
Call the church office to select one 
of these days in honor or memory 
of a loved one or in celebration of a 
birthday or anniversary. Cost is $100 made 
payable to St. Luke's Flower Guild. 

SC Diocese E-Newsletter 
You can receive the newsletter of the South 
Carolina Diocese by subscribing from the 
Diocesan website: 
www.diosc.com 

Look for the following 
to the right of the 
homepage: 

SUBSCRIBE HERE 

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

(843) 785-4099 

stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Church Staff 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Assistant Rector, Youth 
and Families 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Ladies’ Bible Studies 

Tuesday Friends Bible Study continues at 
12:30 In the 
Missions and 
Ministries Bldg. 
A "real" group of 
ladies who 
welcome new 
"friends."  New 
Study will be Life 
Principles from 
the Women of 
the Bible. 

Join other "Real 
Moms" for Bible Study, Fellowship and 
Friendship Wednesdays at 9:30. In the 
Mission and Ministries Bldg. New study: 
Life Principles of the Women of the 
Bible. Our motto is Psalm 78:4-6-9. 

Office Closing 

The Church office will be closed 
on November 23 & 24 for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

Veronica Chisholm, Children & Family 
veronicachisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Brooks Munch, Facilities Manager 
brooksmunch@stlukeshhi.org 

Kronz 25th Gala  

You are invited to join in an amazing 
evening of laughter and reflection 
commemorating 
25 years of faithful, 
dedicated service 
by our own world-
famous Pastor 
Greg Kronz and 
his beautiful wife, 
Meredith. Don’t 
miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity on 
Sunday, November 12, 2017, in the new St. 
Luke’s Fellowship Hall. 

Festivities begin with a wine reception at 
5:00 p.m. We’ll be served a 3 course sit-
down dinner at 6:00 and then enjoy a 
program honoring, thanking and laughing 
with Greg and Meredith as we remember 
their 25 years serving our church family. 

The cost for the wine reception and meal is 
$40 per person. Reserve your seats today 
for this wonderful celebration!  

You can purchase tickets online by going 
to: http://www.stlukeshhi.org/
kronzcelebration.html. If you prefer to pay 
by check or cash, you may obtain a ticket 
form at the church offices or in the Vestibule 
or Narthex of the St. Luke’s church any 
Sunday or Wednesday during services. 
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At the beginning of each rehearsal, Patti 
Zagers, chaplain of this adult handbell team, 
focuses our 9 ringers on the ministry of ringing 
bells at St. Luke’s. I want to 
share one of her recent 
devotions. 

O Lord, we thank you for the 
skills and opportunity you 
have given us to ring the 
bells in this place to your 
praise and glory. We ask 
that the Sound of our bells 
may be a witness to your 
good news for mankind, a summons to all 
who hear to worship in your house, and a 
comfort to those in need. Bless the ringing 
that we do in your name. Amen. 

Before ringing for Service 

Grant, O Lord, that these bells may sound 

your praises and the good news of 
your salvation; may they summon 

the faithful to worship and stir all who hear 
them to glorify your name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Mighty God, Who 
has given us the joy 
and responsibility of 
sounding your 
welcome from our 
towers; grant that faith, 
love and devotion may 
be awakened in all 
who hear the bells this 
day, through Jesus 

Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Incline Your ears, O Lord, to our prayers, and 
grant that as the bells of your Church sound in 
this parish, the hearts of those who hear them 
may be awakened to worship you, that the 
faith and devotion of Christian people may be 
increased to the greater glory of your Holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that the ringing of these bells 
may be to your honour and glory, and as we, 
through their music, send out a Call to 
worship, may we also worship you in spirit 
and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Remember, O Lord, what you have wrought in 
us and not what we deserve, and as you have 
called us to your service, so make us worthy 
of our calling, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prosper with your blessing, O Lord, the work 
to which you have called us in your church, 
and strengthen the hands of all who serve 
you. Make our worship more worthy, our 
witness more effective, and inspire us with the 
fresh zeal in the furthering of your kingdom; 
for the honour and glory of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

RING & REJOICE HANDBELLS 

A SPECIAL CHOIR FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

10:30pm Festive Prelude 

11:00pm Service 

There’s excitement in the air as singers 
begin rehearsals for Christmas Eve at the 
11 o’clock service!  The choral music of 
Christmas is so beautiful that singers enjoy 
preparing and singing it at this magical 
midnight service, which concludes in the 
stillness of early Christmas morning, around 
12:10am. 

CALLING ALL SINGERS!!!  Rehearsals start 
Tuesday, November 7, 5:15-6:30 in the 
choir room. 

Rehearsal Schedule 

Tues November 7   5:15-6:30pm 

Tues November 14  5:15-6:30pm 

Tues November 21  NO Practice 

Tues November 28  5:15-6:30pm 

Tues December 5   5:15-6:30pm 

Tues December 12  5:15-6:30pm 

Tues December 19  5:15-6:30pm 

Sun December 24   9:30pm before 
10:30pm Festive Prelude 

To join or for more information, contact Nina 
(843.422.0490 or ninarodman@aol.com).  
Come, celebrate the birth of our Savior on 
Christmas Eve with others who love to sing 
the unforgettable music of this season! 

7 MUSIC MINISTRY 
TEAMS 

A great place to serve the Lord! 

CHILDREN 

*Canterbury Choir  (boys & girls, 4-, 5-, and 6-
years old)  

Practice:  Wednesdays, 4:15 – 4:55pm  

*St. Nicholas Choir  
(boys & girls, Grades 
2 – 5) 

Practice:  
Wednesdays, 5:00 – 
6:00pm          

*BUS DETAILS:  On 
Wednesdays, 
beginning 9/6, your 
child’s school bus 
can stop at St. 
Luke’s Pre-School for 
Canterbury & St. Nicholas Choirs. Parent’s 
responsibility is to notify his/her child’s school 
& bus company of change. More details, 
contact Janice Ring, Director of St. Luke’s Pre
-School, at 843-842-8650. 

YOUTH 

Youth Bells  (boys & girls, Grades 3 & above)  
This is a real TEAM sport! 

Practice:  TBA BEGINS TBA 

St. Cecilia Choir (girls, Grades 6-12)   

Practice:  Sundays, 11:30am – 12:30pm
 BEGINS 11/5 

To join/more information, Nina Rodman, 
843.422.0490 or ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org 

HIGH SCHOOL - ADULTS 

St. Luke’s Music Team  Tuesdays, 6:30 – 
8:00pm                                                                    

Contact:  Jordan Sturm, 843-290-3378 or 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org  

Nina Rodman, 843-422-
0490 or 
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org 

ADULTS 

Ring & Rejoice Handbells      
Thursdays, 5:30 – 7:00                    

St. Luke’s Choir                        
Tuesdays, 5:15-6:30pm                               
Begins 11/7 

These men and women, 
who really love to sing, rehearse and sing on 
two special occasions: (1) on Christmas Eve 
at the 10:30/11:00pm service, and (2) during 
Lent/Eastertide, a large choral work presented 
during the Sunday 10:00am service. 

Contact Nina Rodman, 843-422-0490 or 
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org 
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CFMCFMCFM   Children & Family MinistryChildren & Family MinistryChildren & Family Ministry   

From Veronica 

I would like to thank St. Luke’s church for the warm 
welcoming into the Children and Family Ministry! 
After nine years teaching science to teenagers now 
the Lord has called me to teach the little ones about 
His love and salvation.  

Looking back I would have never imagined what 
God would do in my life. From growing up in Brazil 
as a Baptist pastor’s daughter, becoming a 
Biologist, marrying Steve, moving to USA, becoming 
a teacher, having two daughters, becoming a 
priest’s wife, and now working for the church. What 
a journey!  

I am constantly asked “So, how do you like your 
job?” I love it! Every second of it! God has blessed 
me, I am honored to be here teaching our children 
and I am looking forward to what else God has in 
mind for my family. 

We have started our fall program and have lots of 
exciting things going on! If you have children of 
elementary school age, stay tuned for the Christmas 
program coming soon. If you do not have children 
or children at home, we need you! I would love for 
you to join us in what God is doing at St. Luke’s. 
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Youth Group Schedules 

High School Youth Night   

(Grades 9-12)  

Sundays from 6:30-7:45PM in the 
Mission and Ministry Building. 

 

Middle School Youth Night:  

(Grades 6-8)  

Wednesdays from 6:15-7:45PM in the 
Mission and Ministry Building. 

 

We have already kicked off our fall 
middle and high school groups. We 
have over 30 kids coming to our weekly 
high school group and our middle 
school group is steadily growing each 
week! 

3rd Annual 

FALL FORWARD HIGH 

SCHOOL RETREAT 

IN COPPERHILL, TENNESSEE 

(grades 9-12) 

October 20-22, 2017 

Psalm 34:8   

Taste and see that the 

Lord is good! 

What to Expect: A great weekend away having an amazing time 
in some beautiful fall scenery in Tennessee. In addition to all the 
fun you will have with your friends rafting and other activities, we 

will have gathering times to connect with God. 

For More information contact Steve at 843 540 4025. 
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Bill Phillips, Interim Missions Committee 
Chairperson 
phillipskb@aol.com 

 

Little did I know where God was taking me 
when I signed onto Global Teams as a 
Partner Care Giver just about 14 years ago. 
It started out with The Rev. Shari Hobby 
(wife of The Rt. Rev. Jim Hobby of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh) 
training me in how to 
be a Care Giver. My 
first missionary was 
Yvonne North, whom 
many of you have met. 
Yvonne was training to 
go to Kenya at that 
time. Once a week, 
Shari, Yvonne and I had 
a conference call every 
week for over a year 
helping Yvonne through 
her preparations. 

From that beginning 
God took me first to 
being the North 
American Partner Care Coordinator to 
joining the International Lead Team (ILT) as 
the International Partner Care Director. At 
that point I really didn’t know what I was 
doing, but God led me as I stumbled and 
bumbled on my way. Soon there were two 
Area Facilitators, from Africa and Latin 
America, joining with me to figure out the 
best way to take care of our Partners 

(missionaries) as they discerned a call to go 
to the field, prepared to go and finally arrive 
on the field….and eventually to guide their 
departure from the field. Global Teams 
covers the entire globe and I quickly learned 
about cultural differences and how to 
navigate them.  

Fast Forward to June 2017, in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to the first ever gathering of Partner 
Care workers. There were 16 of us: 5 from 
Africa; 1 from India; 7 from Latin America; 
and 3 from North America. Time was spent 
participating in a Time Apart, which is a four 
day retreat we developed for our field 
partners. The remainder of the time was 

Kathie on her GT Journey spent in training, going over the Standards 
for Partner Care and in developing culturally 
specific programs for the different cultures 
in the different areas and countries. We also 
set up a WhatsApp for Partner Care so that 
we can easily be in contact with each other. 

There were many highlights on this, my 
(probably) last trip to Africa. For our 
afternoon out we went to The Giraffe 
Center….which I especially loved!  We had 
a Birthday Party, a Baby Shower, and a 
Retirement Party (for me!). The last day we 
closed with a Eucharist and a Consecration 
Service for all gathered there. We prayed 
over each individual and Commissioned 
Susan Higgins to take my place as the 
International Partner Care Facilitator. Susan 
and I have been working together this year 
and she will officially take over in January of 
2018. 

Thank you all for your love and support 
during these exciting and productive years. 
I couldn't have done it without you all 
supporting and praying for me daily and as 
I traveled all over the Globe! 

Blessings to you all, 

Kathie Phillips 

Blessings to all of you during this Harvest 
Season of 2017! 

Whispers, twitters and shushing could be 
heard from the darkened room. "Here they 
come!" Yesssss! The drums sounded 
announcing her arrival.....shhhh. Then the 
door opened and the cheers and applause 
began; it went on for a long time. Her 
expression was one of pure joy. 

We, her children, birthed through her ideas 
and trained up by her sweat; we, her 
children, nurtured through her devotion and 
matured by her love, gathered to give 
thanks to the gift that God had given us. 
Mama Kathie – our dreamer, teacher, care 
giver and friend. 

Kathie grinned as she saw her international 
Global Teams field partner care givers 
gathered around her as one: One voice – a 
voice of joy; one culture – a culture of Jesus 

followers; one language – the language of 
love. From each corner of the globe we 
came to meet and 
say thank you to this 
extraordinary woman 
who taught us that 
care for field 
partners does not 
stop at our borders. 

This week was 
Kathie’s week to 
observe her legacy, 
to bask in God’s 
blessings, and enjoy 
the fruit of her 
labors. This was the 
week that God 
passed the baton to Kathie’s “Timothy.” 
Paul taught us, the race must continue, until 
Jesus comes and declares us winners and 
now, Susan will carry the baton to the next 
team member. 

All the events during this week in Kenya – 
the meetings, the time away retreat, the 

bible studies, 
discipleship and 
fellowship time – will be 
carried in the center of 
my heart, but that grin 
of unadulterated joy on 
Mama Kathie’s face will 
inspire and carry me 
through the heights and 
depths of mission life. 

Yvonne North on Kathie 
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Narendra P. Sharma, PhD 

Founder & Chair, NOC 

The Neighborhood Outreach Connection 
(NOC) is a 501 ( c) (3) 
community 
development 
organization 
established in 2008.  Its 
mission is to fight 
poverty by improving the quality of life of 
people living in poverty, thus empowering 
them to achieve the "American Dream."  
Over the past 10 years, NOC has played an 
important role in bringing resources, 
services, and technology into poor 
neighborhoods (accounting for some 
10,000 people) through its 6 Learning 
Centers ( LCs): Oaks and Cordillo in HHI, 2 
in Bluffton, and 2 in downtown Beaufort.  Its 
presence in underserved neighborhoods 
combined with its core programs 
(education, health services, and workforce 
development), allows NOC to build strong 
relationships with people who live there and 
involve them in its outreach programs.  

Once invited to implement its programs in a 

poor neighborhood, NOC works with 
partners and residents to transform the 
community. Through its LCs located in the 

neighborhoods, NOC provides easy 
access and opportunities to children 
and families to participate in its 
outreach programs.  NOC's bottom-
up approach empowers individuals, 
families, and communities by 
implementing on-site, sustainable 

neighborhood projects.  NOC plays an 
important role as a 
"connector," 
fostering 
interactions among 
people within the 
community and 
bringing other 
service providers 
into low-income 
neighborhoods to 
help people.  Oaks 
Complex is a good example of how NOC 
transforms and builds a community. NOC's 
flagship education program focuses on 
after-school, and summer learning for 
children in K through Grade 8.   

Jamie Evans, Outreach Chairperson 
jsevans129@gmail.com  

Rescuing Food in the Low Country 

Paradise, that’s what we call our home.  But 
Hilton Head and the surrounding areas have 
people who live a very comfortable life, 
living next door to people who don’t know 
where their next meal is coming from.  
These people could be a single parent, a 
sick neighbor, a physically or mentally 
challenged person or an elderly person.  
This is where Second Helpings steps in. 

Second Helpings is the FIRST STEP in 
feeding people who face food insecurity, 
another word for hunger. For over 26 years, 
these trucks symbolize an idea that was 
formed by founders Guenther and Louise 
Hecht, residents of Hilton Head, when they 
witnessed the tossing out of food at local 
grocery stores. They knew the food was still 
good. They also knew they had neighbors 
who were hungry. They used their own 
vehicles and started picking up and 
delivering food to local pantries for six 
months before purchasing their first truck. 

Today, eight refrigerator trucks, all manned 
by volunteers, pick up food from local food 
donors such as grocery stores and 
restaurants and deliver that food the same 
day to agencies who feed the hungry FREE 
OF CHARGE.  Last year, with the help of 

300 volunteers, over 2.8 
million pounds of food 

was rescued and delivered. 

This Hilton Head-based agency services 
food banks, churches and other 
organizations in three counties for a total of 
over 60 agencies.  The delivery area served 
includes Beaufort, Jasper and Hampton 
counties.  Volunteers travel 
over 85,000 miles annually 
with a mission to assure 
children, elderly, disabled and 
families are provided food that 
they need. 

This past year Second 
Helpings launched a new 
program, thanks to grants 
provided by our giving community.  The 
Healthy Food Initiative Program strives to 
supplement fresh produce and protein by 
purchasing from food partners who already 
donate a significant amount of produce and 
meats.  This past spring over 15,000 
pounds of fresh produce was donated and 
purchased. The hope is that by providing 
fresh produce many of the illnesses 
associated with poverty can be reduced. 

Soon another new program will provide 
food to transient workers who travel to 
Hilton Head to work.  The staff of Palmetto 
Breeze approached Second Helpings staff 

NOC is making a Difference 

NOC serves over 450 students at 6 Learning 
Centers in Beaufort County. 

NOC brings teachers from public schools, 
volunteers, technology, and school curricula 
into its LCs in neighborhoods where 
transportation is a problem. 

Over 95% of NOC students show progress 
and growth in reading and math based on 
MAP (standardized test) scores. 

NOC achieves these results at a cost of less 
than $1200 per child per year. 

NOC, together with its health service 
partners, has screened more than 300 
people in the neighborhoods it serves 
since 2015. 

Oaks, where NOC has operated for 
more than 9 years, is a showcase of 
community development resulting 
from collaborative efforts. 

NOC appreciates the partnership and 
generous support of St Luke’s Church and 
Church Mouse. The true winners are the 
children who carry the burden of poverty; 
children who need support to get ahead in 
life. Together we can fight poverty and bring 
hope to the poor. 

to ask for a creative solution to feeding the 
workers who travel, sometimes two hours 
each way, from their rural homes for 
employment opportunities on Hilton Head 
Island.  These workers are hungry when 
they board the buses to return home. This 
new program will provide free food twice a 
week to these workers and recyclable soft 

coolers will be provided to keep 
the food fresh as possible.  One 
grant from Junior Service League 
of Beaufort paid for one 
refrigerator and one freezer to be 
located at Palmetto Breeze’s hub 
station in Bluffton. Food Lion’s 
corporate office is donating 500 
soft coolers for the more than 300 
workers.  

Second Helpings has a full time executive 

director, a part time office coordinator and a 

part time Beaufort coordinator.  Three 

trucks are located on Hilton Head Island, 

three in Bluffton and two trucks in Beaufort. 

Second Helpings is the only agency in the 

low country that provides all this service 

with no fees required.  Second Helpings is 

proud to be a United Way agency and the 

recipient of numerous local grants. 

November Outreach: Second Helpings 

October Outreach—Neighborhood Outreach Connection 
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realized that I was the only one who could 
decide. I didn’t want to negate my healing, 
but I didn’t want to ignore the doctors’ advice. 
I sought God with all my heart and mind, 
agonizing over my decision. What did He 
want me to do? His answer, 
which I heard clearly, was “I 
never told you not to take out 
insurance.” He clearly guided 
me and remained with me 
throughout my treatment. He 
proved to me that, “You will 
seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your 
heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13). 

There have been many other 
times in the last forty years that I 
have felt this same aloneness, when no one 
else could help me with a heavy decision 
except for the Lord. As scary as this has 
been, it has also been a growth experience in 
my awareness of God’s constant presence 
with me in all things… when no one else can 
be there for me. That old expression, “We are 
born alone and we die alone” is NOT TRUE. 
The Lord is with us before and through all 
time. 

Music is a comfort to me, and there are a few 
songs that have recently spoken volumes to 

Sharon Smith 

Today’s sermon focused on the fact that 
David was so alone as he faced the great 
giant Goliath, yet he remained steadfast in 
his faith that the Lord would take care of him. 
This reminded me of the many times I have 
felt alone during different crises in my life.  
Each of these experiences has strengthened 
my certainty that the Lord is with me, 
especially as I look back on them. 

As children, there are very few decisions we 
have to make on our own. Our parents 
choose the wise things for us and protect us 
from harm. As we grow older, we grow in our 
understanding that each of us must take 
responsibility for our own decisions. Even 
then, we often have others to whom we can 
turn for advice and encouragement. But 
eventually, we reach a moment when the 
only one who can choose for us is us. 

This first crisis for me came when I had my 
second melanoma at age 27. I was a fairly 
new Christian and newly married. I had 
received prayers at a healing service at our 
church and felt the power of God go through 
me. I knew I was healed! Then the doctors 
decided I should have chemotherapy. I had 
advice coming at me from all directions, but I 

me on this topic. One is by Kari Jobe, called 
“I Am Not Alone.” (Verse 1) When I walk 
through deep waters, I know that you will be 
with me. When I’m standing in the fire, I will 
not be overcome. Through the valley of the 
shadow, I will not fear. (Refrain:  I am not 
alone, I am not alone. You will go before me. 

You will never leave me. 
( Verse 2) In the midst of deep 
sorrow, I see your light is 
breaking through. The dark 
night will not overtake me. I 
am pressing into you.  The 
other two songs are “In the 
Eye of the Storm,” by Ryan 
Stevenson and “Trust in You,” 
by Lauren Daigle. You can 
find them all on You Tube. 

The cares of the world can 
sometimes feel overwhelming, but the 
promises of our Lord are timeless. He has 
won victory over darkness and death. It is 
our job to keep seeking Him in all 
circumstances and to allow Him to be with 
us through all of life. Take the time to give it 
all to Him and He will come through. “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5,6).  We are never 
alone!        
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