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What a beginning to this New Year! A 
snowstorm! There has not been one like it 
since 1989 (or so I hear....3 years before I 

arrived!). I was here with my 
Covenant Group; a group of 
men that I have been a part 
of for the last 25 years. 
These are Rectors/Pastors 
of larger churches in the 
Anglican tradition (some 
Anglican, others still in the 
Episcopal Church); all 
strong and faithful believers 
who love Jesus and have 

wonderful ministries. Over the course of three 
days, we are each given an hour to share our 
lives with each other, personally and in our 
ministry; and we pray for each other. It is a 
wonderful time of support, encouragement, 
prayer, and growth. We usually go out to 
dinner three times (Meredith and I hosted 
Tuesday evening; Wednesday the restaurant 
we had reservations at was closed!). As we 
called around, we found most restaurants 
Wednesday, January 3rd, were closed! Very 
few cars on the road! Not what we expected! 
It was difficult to "show the Island off" that 
week (first time that I ever hosted the group 
here). 

Life is full of changes, chances and 
challenges. It is true in many areas of life and 
what we deal with in the world. Who or what 
can we count on? We believe that God is "the 
same yesterday, today, and forever." He is 
always faithful, always trustworthy and true; 
and His Word is truth. And, we as His people 
are to seek to live this truth as we together 
seek to grow in the knowledge and love of 
our Lord and share our lives with each other. 
We are called to be a body of believers, His 
body on earth; and we are meant to care for 
and each other in an ever-changing culture 
that has twists and turns, changes and 
chances. 

At St. Luke's we are truly blessed in many 
ways! We are blessed with wonderful people, 
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Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 
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Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
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other, care for each other, support and 
encourage each other; sometimes hold each 
other accountable, but are always there, just 
like a family is meant to be. And, this family/
community is because we are a part of the 
Body of Christ, His Church, that we believe in 
Jesus as our Savior, our Lord; and our love 
for others as family is born from our love for 
Him. Which is why.... 

"Growing in the love of Jesus" is the next 
phrase. How do we do that? First, by giving 
ourselves to Him wholly and completely; 
humbly emptying ourselves so that we might 
be filled with Him by His Holy Spirit. That we 
continue to grow by seeking to worship Him; 
that we come to know Him more by spending 
time in His Word daily and in small groups 
and discipleship classes with others. That we 
seek Him even as we pray to Him, alone and 
with others, And, we grow even as we serve, 
giving ourselves away and watching Him use 
us and work through us. 

"Sharing the joy of worship" is part of not only 
"keeping the Sabbath holy," but also a weekly 
source of encouragement and reminder of 
Who He is, what He has done for us, and 
sharing that with the people we love. That is 
where the joy is found. 

"Serving our Community and beyond." Jesus, 
as He went to the Upper Room with His 
apostles the night before He died, began His 
time with them by washing their feet. When 
He finished, He taught and reminded them 
that He didn't come to be served but to serve. 
When we talk about "following Jesus," being a 
"Christ-ian," when we say WWJD, we 
sometimes forget that "He came to serve" 
and that is the call on our lives. If we are 
believers in Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit; if 
we have the Holy Spirit, we have at least one 
gift of the Spirit (I Corinthians 12; Romans 12; 
Ephesians 4), and we are called to use our 
gift, for our good and the good of the Body. 
And, that means wherever we find ourselves: 
here, regionally, globally. The apostles were 
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especially and including our staff, leadership, 
and volunteers. We are blessed with many 
caring people who love the Lord and love 
each other. I was in a conversation with a 
member of St. Luke’s recently who said that 
"my church family is my family in many 
ways." 

We are also blessed with what, in effect, are 
new facilities. Our "campus" has never been 
in such wonderful condition and more ready 
and equipped to provide ministry to children 
and families; to provide for worship and 
fellowship; to provide for small groups and 
classes to grow as disciples. We are poised 
to move forward and expand His kingdom 
for the sake of the gospel and the salvation 
of a world that desperately needs His good 
news! 

As I shared at our Annual Meeting, a group 
of us from the church, with John Evans as 
our leader/facilitator, has been working on a 
new Vision Statement for our "new beginning" 
with our new campus. It includes the same 
ideas as our previous vision of an 
"upward....inward....and outward" focus; but 
framed and stated a little differently because 
of what we have become; and, in a sense, 
where we are going. Or, better put, this 
Vision Statement is what the Lord has 
formed us to be in the last two-and-a-half 
decades, and where we believe He is calling 
us to go. 

 Our New Vision Statement: 

 We are a family of believers: 

• growing in the love of Jesus 

• sharing the joy of worship 

• serving our community and beyond 

I would like to unpack this just a bit. "We are 
a family of believers." The implication is that 
we are more than simply members of a club 
where we go to church and "punch our 
ticket."  We are meant to be, and many 
already feel that they are, part of a close knit 
community who know each other, love each 

Greg Kronz 
Rector  
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Transitions 
Baptisms - Dylan Stauffer, Christopher 
Loeffler, Madison Thompson  

Deaths - Paul Hessinger, Doug McMurtry  

New Members - Bruce & Betsy Cochran, 

William & Barbara Olendorf  

Transfer Out - Karl Edmond family, 

Shannon Murphy, David Staley, Doris 

Austin  

Flower Guild 

Altar flowers are available for 
February 11, and April 8 thru 
November 25! During Lent through 
Easter Sunday we'll have greenery. 
The rest of the year is wide open 
until we get to Advent, December 2. Call the 
church office at 843-785-4099 to select a 
Sunday in honor or memory of a loved one 
or in celebration of a birthday or 
anniversary. Cost is $100 made payable to 
St. Luke's Flower Guild. Leigh Ann Hoppe is 
in charge of the Flower Guild and always 
makes sure that the altar is bedecked 
beautifully.  

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

(843) 785-4099 

stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Church Staff 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Assistant Rector, Youth 
and Families 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Veronica Chisholm, Children & Family 
veronicachisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Brooks Munch, Facilities Manager 
brooksmunch@stlukeshhi.org 

Bookshop Discoveries 
Greetings from our 
fabulous new Book 
Shop! We are pleased 
to remind you 
St Luke's Bookshop 
excels in wonderful 
gifts, cards, unique 
items and books 
suitable for all ages. Life Beyond 
Amazing by Dr. David Jeremiah will intrigue 
you. Also ask about Paul David Tripp's New 
Morning Mercies, a Devotional that should 
not be missed! Living Out of the 
Overflow by Dr. Richard Blackaby is a five 
star rating book you'll want to read before 
the upcoming conference. So much to 
explore and enjoy, and we're anxious to see 
you! Open: Sundays: 8:45-10:50am; 11:30-
12:15 Wednesdays: 5-6 pm. 

Women’s Studies 

We are on to  our new “adventure” with Beth 
Moore’s Study “Entrusted.” You can order 
the workbook 
online from 
LifeWay.com or 
Amazon.com. 
$12.99. If that’s a 
problem to order, 
please let Judi Clifford know. Tuesday 
Friends meets Tuesdays at Noon, and Real 
MOMS meets Wednesdays at 9:30. Any 
questions, email judiclifford5@gmail.com. 

Food starts at 11:30; parade 
starts at 3:00. 

Bring your chair or blanket and join us 
on the lawn for “hot off the grill” 

hamburgers, hot dogs and BBQ. 

There will also be cold drinks and 
chips, as well as Dessert to satisfy 

that “sweet tooth”! 

Anyone who would like to contribute 
cookies, brownies or bars for the St. 
Patrick’s Day fundraiser please take 

them to the church kitchen on 
Sunday, March 11. Please individually 
wrap them. The preschool team will 

price them! The preschool thanks you 
for your support and help. 
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ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHOIRS MUSICAL 

February 11 – During 10:00am 

service 

The Canterbury and St. 
Nicholas Choirs are having a 
ball preparing to present the 
Old Testament story of David!  
First, we see David as a 
shepherd. Then he’s anointed 
by the prophet Samuel as the 
next King of Israel. Next, David 

serves as a musician in the court of King Saul, 
soothing the King’s soul with harp music 

whenever the evil spirit returns to 
torment Saul. Finally, there’s the 
famous battle of David and Goliath 
and lots of questions about the 
“Giants of Today!” 

Curious about who will play the 
infamous giant “Goliath”?  Or who’s 
going to be “David, the giant-killer”?  
Or who will be the mysterious “Voice 
of the Lord”? Don’t miss the only 
presentation of this beloved Bible 

story (I Samuel 15-17) by the boys and girls of 
the St. Luke’s two children’s choirs! 

David and the Giants 

Calling All Singers... 
GLORIA by Mark Hayes 

Sunday, April 8 – 10:00am service 

Rehearsals begin February 6th 

The men and women of the St. Luke’s Choir 
are beginning rehearsals for the large choral 
work GLORIA (SATB, Major Work) by 
contemporary American composer Mark 
Hayes. GLORIA on Sunday, April 8 during the 
10:00am service is a special presentation in 
continued celebration of the season of Easter. 

Rehearsals begin Tuesday, 
February 6 and continue weekly 
on Tuesdays, 5:15-6:30pm in the 
choir room. New singers are 
encouraged to join – great way 
to meet other singers and make 
new friends! 

Rehearsals:  February 6, 13, 20, 
27; March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3 

Dress rehearsal April 7, 9:30-
11:30am 

Sunday, April 8th will be the first time this 

choral work for choir, solo quartet, and 
chamber orchestra has been presented 
in the Low Country! Mark Hayes is 
known for his unique and distinctive 
blending of contemporary rhythms and 
harmonies with more traditional 
elements, which are a trademark of his 
style.  It is one of the many qualities that 
has endeared his choral music to 
singers of all levels and genres. 

Contact Nina Rodman, director, 
843.422.0490 or 

ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org 

2018 HHSO Youth 
Concerto Competition  

(Final Round) 

Saturday, February 3 at 1:30pm 

St. Luke’s Church 

St. Luke’s Church is delighted to once again 
host the final round of the HHSO Youth 
Concerto Competition for musicians who 
play orchestral instruments (excluding 
piano), ages 18 or younger who have not 
graduated 
high school.  
Up to 10 
finalists, 
selected by a 
screening jury 
from all 
submitted 
selections, compete before judges and a live 
audience for $2,400 in cash prizes, 
scholarships to the Philadelphia International 
Music Festival, and a performance with the 
Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra.  Tickets 
are $15 and may be purchased at the door. 
Doors open at 1:00pm. Competition begins 
at 1:30pm. 

Ash Wednesday 

February 14th 

The season of 
Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday, 
February 14th.  
There will be 3 
services that day: 
7:30am, 10:00am 
and 5:30pm. The choir and handbells will 
lead the music at the 5:30pm service. 

Photos from 
Christmas Eve, 2017 
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A Night in Bethlehem 

Thank you everyone who prayed, worked and helped in any way to make A Night in 

Bethlehem happen! The Lord blessed us with a beautiful afternoon with lots of children and 

their families! Here are a few pictures: 
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Youth Group Schedules 

High School Youth Night   

(Grades 9-12)  

Sundays from 6:30-7:45PM in the 
Mission and Ministry Building. 

 

Middle School Youth Night:  

(Grades 6-8)  

Wednesdays from 6:15-7:45PM in the 
Mission and Ministry Building. 

 

We have over 30 kids coming to our 
weekly high school group and our 
middle school group is steadily growing 
each week! 

Isaiah 40:31 “but those who hope 

in the LORD will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk and not 

be faint.” 

SKI TRIP 2018  

We brought 43 high school and middle 
school kids and 7 adult leaders on our 
8th annual ski trip to Winterplace Ski 
Resort in West Virginia.  The kids had a 
blast and this event has been proven 
over the years to be a great connector 
that brings kids to become regular 
participants in our youth group.   

March 25 - April 1, 2018 

Palm Sunday 8:00 AM  Holy Communion—Rite I  

 10:00 AM  Holy Communion—Rite II 

Monday-Friday 7:30 AM  Holy Week Service 

Wednesday 10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist & Healing 

Maundy Thursday 6:00 PM  Stripping the Altar 

Good Friday 12:00-3:00 PM  Seven Last Words of Jesus 

Easter Sunday 7:00 AM  Holy Communion—Rite I 

 9:00 AM  Holy Communion—Rite II 

 11:00 AM  Holy Communion—Rite II 

Mission Trip 2018   

July 29-August 5, 2018 

We are beginning to prepare for 
our 8th annual high school mission 
trip with Urban Promise to 
Honduras.  Last year we brought 
20 kids and we are planning on 
bringing another big group on this 
life changing event. Sign-ups begin 
in February. Students must be a 
regular part of youth group and or 
church to be eligible to come on 
this trip.   
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Bill Phillips, Interim Missions Committee 
Chairperson 
phillipskb@aol.com 

 

Suzy McCall 

Hello Friends. 

Blessings and peace in Christ Jesus. 

Honduras continues to be in crisis. The 
opposition announced a national protest/
strike from Jan 20-27. There is a lot going 
on today all over the country. Military 
everywhere. Yesterday poor Carmen came 
home trembling because soldiers boarded 
the city bus she was taking, checking 
papers.  Abuse of power is rampant. No 
due process. Beatings. Worse. 

The inauguration is scheduled for Jan. 27. It 
has always been a big public event in the 
stadium, but Hernandez has not appeared 
in public since the "election." The site of the 
inauguration has not been announced, and 
not one country President is attending. 
There is no quorum in Congress. And there 

is widespread repression. Last week I gave 
money to an old friend, a Methodist 
minister, who had to flee her home because 
of death threats. She has been a leader in 
women's rights here. 95% of femicides in 
Honduras are never prosecuted. Last night 
a young man in Flor who is known to many 
of us in the ministry was captured by the 
military. His wife was murdered several 
years ago. He is an opposition sympathizer, 
not a criminal. But new laws here assign 
"terrorist" status to protesters. Hernandez 
has placed family members and close 
friends in the highest military and police 
positions. 

Well, in short, we are having a very anxious 
time. 

Thank you for praying for all of us. 
Yesterday at our leaders' retreat we asked 
the Lord for a miracle. Of course what we 
really want is a miraculous political 
resolution that will lead to peace and justice 
for all, but the miracle we receive might be a 

Update from Honduras stronger sense of peace in the midst of so 
much chaos and injustice. 

I am not usually one to send out special 
financial appeals, but this crisis is pressing 
on me a bit. People are asking for food. 
Prices continue to climb. I am in the middle 
of trying to construct more space for my 
large family, and also just had to pay 
a $4000 health insurance premium for this 
year.  

If you can help, I would be grateful. We still 
receive support through Servant Partners 
and through St. Peter's Church in Mt. 
Pleasant.  Thanks. 

Much love to all of you.  There is trouble 
everywhere, but Jesus calls us to His 
Presence.  He will hold us. Alleluia. 

 

The Missions Committee has prayerfully 
decided to postpone the trip to Jericho 
Ministerio in Honduras, February 6 - 13. The 
country is embroiled in tumult due to the 
disputed elections in Honduras last 
November. You will see as your read Suzy’s 
recent letter that for the next month or so, 

the situation will be critical, and we felt 
God’s leading to postpone this trip. Please 
put Honduras and its people in your 
prayers. 

Bill Phillips, Missions Committee 

Honduras Mission Trip Postponed 

About Our New Library 

There has been a lot of confusion about our 
Church Library with the opening of the new 
Fellowship Hall building. Hope this article 
helps! We decided not to have a lending 
library in the new building as we have had in 
the past. So we have donated our current 
popular reading books to the Church 
Mouse. The Church Mouse has a wonderful 
collection of recent books of on every 
subject of Christian Living, Prayer and 
Devotion, Biographies and Fiction, so we 
added the best of ours to that collection.  
Please use the Mouse to find a good read, 
and when you have finished, donate the 
books back to the Mouse, so they can be 
sold and enjoyed again!  Most currently 
popular books cost $.50 or $1.00. The more 
that becomes our general source of “a 
good read”, the better for the “bookworms” 
among us and for the Mouse! 

We also had a tremendous number of solid, 
dependable research and study books for 
use by pastors, teachers and students of 

the Bible.  We were not sure what to do with 
them but, in communication with Greg, we 
decided to gift those books to Steve who, 
being fairly newly ordained is building his 
own personal library. Steve was delighted, 
but also said he would like to house the 
books where they can be used by anyone in 
the congregation for study and research!   

So they have been placed in the Research 
and Study Room in the new Fellowship Hall. 
They are there for use by Bible study 
leaders, Sunday School teachers or anyone 
needing more information on any Biblical, 
Christian History or Church Life topic. 
Steve’s books are to the right as you enter 
the room.  The books on the left are simply 
books which we felt might be of additional 
help to those researching or teaching on 
current topics of interest. The back wall is 
blank to accommodate a large screen like 
those in many parts of the Church for video 
assisted studies.  

The room is open and accessible during the 
week as well as on weekends and will also 

be used for group Bible studies and as a 
meeting room for fellowship groups. There 
are no library cards per se, nor are there 
card catalogues. As soon as we finish 
labeling all of the books in Steve’s 
collection, we will provide a written listing of 
titles. We have left the spine labels on the 
books to help in keeping them in their 
proper places. There is a binder on the table 
and, if you are removing a book from the 
room, we ask that you sign it out giving your 
name and phone number and that you 
shelve it in its proper place when you return 
it. Be sure to mark it returned in the book on 
the desk!  Please use and enjoy your 
Research and Study Room!       
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Neighborhood Outreach Connection (NOC) 
was founded in 2008 by Dr. Narendra 
Sharma, 32-year World 
Bank veteran, 2013 
Purpose Prize fellow and 
recipient of a 2015 George 
W.H. Bush Daily Point of 
Light Award, the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Service Award, 
Foundation for Education Excellence 
Award, John Calamari Humanitarian Award, 
and other awards and recognition.  NOC’s 
purpose is to fight poverty by helping all 
individuals in the community achieve the 
“American Dream” of economic 
independence, progress, and personal 
fulfillment. 

With an over-arching goal of community 
development, NOC, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization, harnesses the energy and 
potential of families, communities, schools, 
libraries, health providers, businesses, and 
other non-profits to break the cycle of 
poverty in underserved neighborhoods- 
one neighborhood at a time.  NOC focus 
on empowerment of people through its 
core programs; education, health care, and 
workforce development, all built on a strong 
presence in the neighborhood.  NOC staff 
and volunteers work in target communities, 
connecting, listening , and involving 
residents in programs and services.  NOC’s 
bottom-up approach focuses on 
development of the individual, the family, 
and the community through small, low-cost 
neighborhood projects that are sustainable 

and that can be replicated.  NOC presently 
operates in 6 locations in Beaufort County 

(2 learning centers in Hilton Head, 2 in 
Bluffton, and 2 in downtown Beaufort), 
serving a population of more than 
12,000 people. 

A good example of NOC’s approach 
and impact is at the Oaks Apartment 
Complex in Hilton Head, where NOC owns 
3 apartments/classroom sites, has its oldest 
presence in the community, and operates a 
number of programs in response to the 
Oaks Community needs.  Specifically, in 
partnership with the Beaufort County School 
District (BCSD) Beaufort County Library, 
and the Sandbox Museum of Hilton Head 
Island, NOC has run a preschool program , 
following SC learning standards, and 
targeting four year-olds.  NOC also 
operates its flagship educational program 
which involves one-on-one afterschool 
tutoring and a summer program run with the 
help of BCSD teachers and volunteers for 
students in kindergarten through 8th grade.  
In 2016-2017 academic year, NOC served 
more than 150 children at its Oaks L.C.  
Adult Education classes have also been 
offered in partnership with Literacy 
Volunteers of the Low Country and BCSD in 
the early evening, allowing adults to attend 
after work, but still get home in time for 
dinner.  Finally, Health Screenings are made 
available to Oaks & surrounding 
neighborhood residents via regular visits by 
Beaufort Memorial Hospital’s Mobile Unit, 
Volunteers in Medicine, and the Lions Club. 

Jamie Evans, Outreach Chairperson 
jsevans129@gmail.com  

MARCH IS MISSIONS MONTH! 

Jesus calls us the spread 
the Good News of His 
Gospel from Pope Avenue 
to the Ends of the Earth. 
How are we to do that?  
Have you ever considered 
going on a Mission trip?  
The destination could be 
anywhere from the Jericho Villas in 
Honduras, Kibindu, a remote Muslim village 
in Tanzania, or maybe help to start a new 
venture in Lilongwe in Malawi.  There are 
many ways to participate in Missions. Our 
emphasis for the month of March is 
Missions.  During March we will have the 
opportunity to hear from a number of the 
missionaries we support in person or by 
video.  We will learn more about missions.  
How can we support missions?  By going 
on a mission trip, by learning more about 

our missionaries and their 
needs;  by praying for 

missionaries and mission trips.  The amount 
designated for Missions in our 
church budget does not come 
close to matching the support 
which St. Luke’s has provided 
to those missionaries over the 
past several years.  That 
shortfall is made up by the 
generous donations from our 

St. Luke’s family and the complete 
matching of those donations by the Church 
Mouse.  Please pray about a generous 
donation to Missions as the Outreach of the 
Month for March and follow as God leads. 

Blessings, 

Bill Phillips 

Missions Committee 

When NOC was invited to the Oaks in 2008, 
crime was high, and property values were 
low.  There was no sense of community & 
the Oaks was considered a crime-ridden 
neighborhood by the rest of our community.  
Thanks to the efforts of NOC, the Oaks 
residents, owners, Board of Directors, and 
Management Company, in addition to all the 
NOC programs, the complex has its own 
play ground, soccer area, refurbished pool 
& community center and an Owners 
Association with a strong financial reserve.  
Today, The Oaks is a safe,  attractive 
complex with rising property values, and a 
pride in the community which has 
developed with stability and security. 

The NOC/Oaks project is an ongoing 
community initiative with an annual budget 
in excess of $70,000.  The 2018 program 
includes three specific initiatives requiring 
funding which is being requested from the 
St. Lukes Outreach Committee: 

The (2) NOC apartments/class room sites 
require painting and replacement of one of 
the air conditioning units (Apartment #57), 
plus replacement of some furniture 
{chairs}, Pre-K carpeting, and window 
coverings. 

A 2017 pilot “Saturday Education Initiative” 
operated in partnership with Hilton Head 
Island 1B Elementary School (to date, NOC 
classes are held Monday through Thursday) 
requires funding in 2018. 

Funding to support an annual health 
screening within the Oaks and 2 social 
events to promote community networking. 

March Outreach: St. Luke’s Missions 

February Outreach—Neighborhood Outreach Connection 

called, and eventually sent on a Mission, His 
Mission, "to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." Some are 
called to serve in the Mission field; short 
term, long term; but all of us are called to be 
His missionaries wherever we are: to be His 
witnesses; and, to serve Him and others. 

 I pray that in the coming year we might 
together grow: grow in the knowledge and 
love of the Lord; grow more in love, 
friendship and community with each other 
as His family; grow more effective in our 
service to Him in our community, this 
community, and beyond. And, that our 
church, poised as it is, with people and 
facilities, would blossom and grow for the 
sake of His kingdom and to His glory. Use 
the new Vision Statement as a guide, and 
be blessed and a blessing! 

With love, in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

(Continued from page 1) 
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the caregiver becomes isolated and 
exhausted meeting the daily needs of their 
loved one and he or she fails to communicate 
this to our church 
family. It may seem 
difficult to ask for help, 
but unless one is 
willing, most people 
will assume that you 
are doing just fine. 

Recently I have had 
the pleasure of 
assisting a dear friend 
in finding the 
assistance she needs. 
She felt it was her duty 
to go it alone as long 
as possible, but a few 
of us noticed her dilemma and insisted on 
helping her find solutions. Each of us in the 
body of Christ has certain gifts and talents. 
Some have the ability to help people organize 
their finances. Others are experienced nurses, 
therapists or mechanics. Others are gifted at 
cooking meals, writing encouraging notes, 
making phone calls, or visiting. All of these 

Sharon Smith 

Now that the holiday season has passed and 
we are into full blown winter, many are 
finding themselves bored and depressed. 
One of the things that I learned early on in 
my Christian walk was to do something 
outside myself for someone else when I am 
down. It is amazing how this can lift one out 
of the doldrums. It is the antidote for too 
much focus on the negative or self-pity.  

As a church, we are called to build up one 
another and to care for one another in time 
of need. Too often we hide our needs rather 
than ask others for support. It seems so 
much easier and stronger to give than to 
receive. However, when we refuse others the 
opportunity to help us when we are need, we 
are robbing them of a blessing. 

One of the strongest needs in our 
congregation as of late lies with those who 
are dealing with loved ones that have 
memory loss. It is difficult enough to witness 
a loved one lose his or her ability to 
remember, but the bigger loss is that of 
having the freedom to socialize. Too often 

things are needed to support a person who 
is going through a struggle. In this case, 
people volunteered to wash a car and take a 
dog for grooming. Such simple things, but 
not so much when life’s trials are closing in. 

Who do you know that may need 
some encouragement from you? 
Everyone knows someone who may 
be struggling. Think of something 
simple you could offer that person 
that may help. It is so easy to get 
caught up in our own lives that we 
don’t see a need right next to us. 
Sometimes the smallest gift could be 
the biggest blessing to someone else 
and to us. If each of us in our church 
body attempts to do only one thing in 
a week, how many could be blessed?  

We don’t need to start a ministry 
committee, schedule meetings or organize. 
All we have to do is pray for God to show us 
one person that might need our 
encouragement and step forward with 
whatever small offering we are led to give. 
May this be a start in growing our ability to 
love one another as Christ has loved us.  
(John 13:34). 
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