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Anticipation. We all do that from time to time. 

As I write this Messenger article, I am in a 
"mode" of anticipation. A little 
over two weeks from now, I 
will be holding my first 
grandchild, Owen Gregory 
Hamill. He was born March 
16th. Meredith had the joy of 
going to Old 
Saybrook, 
Connecticut for 
two weeks and 
had the 

blessing of holding him. Many 
grandparents from St. Luke's 
have told me of the joy of 
grandchildren: "You won't 
believe the joy that 
grandchildren bring you!" And, 
my favorite: "Grandchildren are the reward for 
not killing your own children." As you read this 
article, I will be holding him in my arms, 
talking with him, sharing my love with him, 
telling him how he could grow up to be just 
like ME!  I told his parents I was going to do 
that!  They frowned.  But, in all seriousness, I 
really can't wait!  Anticipation is like that. 

On a much lighter note, as I write this, today 
is my birthday; and, in two days I will be 
playing golf at the one course in the 
Lowcountry that I have longed to play, that I 
have not as yet played: Secession. I have two 
courses on my "Bucket List," Augusta 
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June—July 2018 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

Him, and others who believe, whom we love? 
Do we trust that He is able; even when we are 
not? 

There is much in life that we can dread. There 
is much in life that we approach with mixed 
emotions. There is much in life that we do 
anticipate with joy, and even "can't wait to get 
there!" But, do we trust Him "who is able to do 
more than we can ask or imagine?”  Don't let 
the worry or fear ever defeat the faith and His 
love and power when you anticipate! He has 
great plans for you....especially if you 
consider and anticipate eternity! In the 
meantime, I'll just hold my grandson for a little 
while longer. And, I'll be back with you soon. 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

 

National and Pebble Beach; but the Lord will 
have to work those out!! He has this one!  I 
really can't wait to play Secession with my 
foursome. 

There are other areas of our lives that we 
anticipate what might happen with mixed 
emotions, or even dread. About two months 
before Owen was born, he was diagnosed in 

utero as having 
Achondroplasia (a form of 
Dwarfism). What was 
anticipated to be a perfect 
pregnancy and child was 
initially changed/dashed. The 
diagnosis was confirmed by 
the specialist at Yale Hospital 
in New Haven, one of the 
foremost Neonatal Hospitals 

and Units, with a 3-D ultra-sound. The 
parents and grandparents were stunned; the 
parents were in tears. But in just a day or 
two, the anticipation of dread and sadness 
was changed to: "We will love this child, and 
who knows what God will do with us and this 
child as his life unfolds."  An incredible 
change! Everyone loves a baby; but the fear 
was that as he would begin to socialize, life 
could get difficult; but they, and we, would 
handle it as best we could; and, it could even 
open up new avenues for ministry! But, God 
wasn't finished. After another week or two, 
after the next ultra-sound, the specialist said: 
"Well, interestingly, his arms and legs are 
growing!" Two days after Owen was born, the 
geneticist declared him "normal" (although, 
being part "Kronz," we know that can't be 
totally true!). He is a perfectly healthy, 
bouncing baby boy! 

Anticipation: Do we really trust God in all that 
may come, is coming, and will come? 

Do we anticipate what the greatest gift that 
has ever come, Jesus Christ, will do in our 
lives by the power of the Holy Spirit? And, 
what He will do for all eternity if we trust Him 
as Savior and Lord: eternal life in heaven with 

Greg Kronz 
Rector  



Page 2 

SEARCH FOR “St. Luke’s Church” 
and look for the Bell Tower icon. 

Transitions 
Baptisms - none 

Deaths - Mary Anne Boone, Claire Davis, 
Laura Johnson, Lea Lauer, Marilyn 
McMurtry, Roger Stebbing, Joan Weir 

Transfer Out - none 

Confirmed/Received by the Bishop - Pat 
Ingram, Bob & Sheila Buck, Cheryl 
Meneely, Peter & Hope Hunter, Steve & 
Fabbie Stauffer 

Flower Guild 

Altar flowers are available June 3, 
17, July 1, 29, August 5, 19, 
26, September 2, 9, 16, 30, 
October 7, 14, 21, and November 
4, 11, 18, 25. Call the church office 
at 843-785-4099 to select a Sunday in 
honor or memory of a loved one or in 
celebration of a birthday or anniversary. 
Cost is $100 made payable to St. Luke's 
Flower Guild. Leigh Ann Hoppe is in charge 
of the Flower Guild and always makes sure 
that the altar is beautiful.  

SC Diocese E-Newsletter 
You can receive the newsletter of the South 
Carolina Diocese by subscribing from the 
Diocesan website: 
www.diosc.com 

Look for the following 
to the right of the 
homepage: 

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

Donate with Marketable 
Securities 
It's easy to make donations to St. Luke's by 
contacting your securities broker to request 
the transfer. Just indicate the company and 
number of shares that you want 
transferred. Be certain to include your 
account name and number on any written 
correspondence. Then instruct your broker 
to contact Amy Cross in the church office, 
785-4099 for transfer details. Making gifts of 
appreciated stocks and bonds this way are 
frequently advantageous from an income 
tax standpoint.    

St. Luke’s Church 

50 Pope Avenue 

Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

(843) 785-4099 

stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 

www.stlukeshhi.org 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---

vestry.html  

Church Staff 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Assistant Rector, Youth 
and Families 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Amy Cross, Comptroller 
amycross@stlukeshhi.org 

Veronica Chisholm, Children & Family 
veronicachisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Brooks Munch, Facilities Manager 
brooksmunch@stlukeshhi.org 

Bookshop News 
Wow! The lazy days of 
summer are back, and 
we are anxious to see 
you filling your beach 
bags/suitcases 
with all the wonderful 
books we have in 
store for you. Then, be 
sure to choose an inspirational book 
and a lovely gift for your host and hostess, 
as a thoughtful gesture of thanks or thinking 
of you. Beautiful cards (say good-bye to the 
$4 & $5 ones) as ours not only convey all 
the sentiments you desire for $1.00, they 
show we care in amazing ways, so stock up 
for every occasion. See ya soon!  

Open Sundays: 8:45-10:50am; 11:30-12:15  

Women’s Studies 

Ladies’ Bible Studies for the Fall:  

-Tuesday Friends 
Tuesdays at Noon 

-Real MOMS 
Wednesdays at 9:30 

“Embracing God’s 
Purpose for Your 
Life”. A Study from 
Scripture of discovery 
how to live out the 
special gifts God has 
for you.  At all points 
in our lives God is encouraging us through 
His Word, His people and His gifts to us. 
Come join us to discover what His plan for 
you is today and your future. This is an 
“ageless” study...just as useful at 20 as it is 
at 80.   

More information? Call Judi Clifford, 843-
247-4858. The studies will begin after Labor 
Day. Workbooks will be ordered in early 
August.  

Office Closures 
The church office will be closed on Friday 
afternoons beginning Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day 
weekend, August 31. We'll also be closed 
on Wednesday, July 4 in celebration of 
Independence Day. 
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St. Luke’s Music Team – 
It’s 3-Dimensional! 
Every Sunday at the 10:00am service, the 
St. Luke’s Music Team (SLMT) is God’s 
special instrument as it leads the Team – 
your comments encourage the Team and 
let them know that their music is helping 
you worship our Lord Jesus more deeply. 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME A MEMBER OF 
THE SLMT? 

The SLMT is 3-dimensional!  It is made up 
of 1) the INSTRUMENTALISTS, 2) the 
SINGERS who sing at the microphones, 
and 3) the CHOIR who wear robes (except 
for the summer) and sing from the choir 
pews. 

Many of our instrumentalists you may know 
from the community because several play 
with local groups or in local restaurants: 
John Brackett, pianist, with the John 
Brackett Trio; Michael Barbara, bass guitar, 
and Jeff Hall, drummer, play together with 
a local pianist; Tracy Yarbrough with 
various bands; David Warren, guitarist, with 
the Chilly Willy Band for many years as well 
as in Crossing Jordan with Jordan Sturm, 
who also plays solo at local restaurants.  

As far as SINGERS, those spots are limited 
and filled with the present singers. 

But the CHOIR has lots of room for more 
team members!!!  Those men and women 
add the all-important choral sound to the 
“voice” of the SLMT.   

BE ON THE SLMT – JOIN THE CHOIR!!! 

Summer’s a great time to begin . . . 

• Every-other-week rehearsals! 

• More familiar music! 

• NO ROBES in summer! 

What’s the commitment for June, July, 
August? 

• Rehearsals:  Tuesdays, 6:30-8:15pm 

• June 12, 26 -- July 10, 24 -- August 7, 
21 

• Sundays:  9:15am rehearsal 

• 10:00am worship service 

SLMT is co-directed by Jordan Sturm & 
Nina Rodman.  

CONTACT US:  Jordan, 1.843.290.3378 or 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi,org 

Nina Rodman, 1.843.422-0490 or 
ninarodman@aol.com 

Children’s Choirs a Big 
Hit on Mothers’ Day! 
The boys and girls of the Canterbury Choir (4-
, 5-, & 6-year olds) and the St. Nicholas Choir 
(grades 2-5) delighted worshippers when they 
sang on Mother’s Day, concluding their choir 
season!  (See photo below.)  It has been an 
exciting season for these choristers!!!  One of 
the highlights of this season was the annual 
musical DAVID & THE GIANTS presented 
February 11th, during the 10:00am service for 
the first time.  Each of the choirs will celebrate 
the end of their season with a special event.  
The Canterbury choristers visited 
HarbourTown for their celebration. (Photos 
below.)  St. Nicholas choristers are still 
making plans as of this writing (details in next 
edition)! 

THANK YOU TO THE CHORISTERS!!!!! 

Canterbury Choir: Zelia Chisholm, Claire 
George, Jewels Gerwels, Lola Karyshyn, 

Alessandra Thompson 

St. Nicholas Choir: Sarah Altman, Ayla 
Chisholm, Emma George, Jack George, 

Anabella Platt, Henry Platt, John Platt 
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Summer is Here! 

    by Veronica Chisholm 

I have great memories of my summers! Growing up in 
Brazil we spent a month at the beach (yes, there 
everybody has at least 30 days paid vacation a year). As a 
child/teen, that was by far the most exciting season of the 
year, because we knew we would meet our summer 
friends, play with cousins and have lots of popsicles! As I 
grew up, summers became a time to renew my energy 
from college and then from work. I married my best friend 
on a summer ❤  and once I moved to the USA, summer 
became the special time to see my loving parents who live 
in Brazil.  

Well... time has passed and now as a parent I’ve become 
extra thankful that God’s mercies are renewed every 
morning! Such a busy time running after little ones, 
packing lots of snacks and all the unnecessary stuff we 
take to the beach, constantly collecting toys around the 
house, but  it is also full of laughter, backyard fun and that 
great feeling of stretching on your bed after the goodnight 
prayer and snuggles!!! How thankful I am for my parents 
taking the time to create great summer memories while 
they were probably not relaxing much!  

Parents, spend some time with your child this summer and 
create memories! Maybe start a tradition: popsicles on 
Fridays, play tag when you come home from work, game 
night, etc. ☼ They will remember and treasure it for life! ☼ 
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Youth Group Schedules 

High School and Middle School 
Youth Groups are on Summer 
Break.. Enjoy your summer! 

 

It was a great year, with great 
numbers, powerful lessons, and lots 
of fun. See you all back in the Fall! 

Isaiah 40:31 “but those who 

hope in the LORD will renew 

their strength. They will soar 

on wings like eagles; they 

will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be 

faint.” 

Being Together 

There is something very holy and special about being together. We were designed 
to thrive when we have good relationships. We know from the theology of the Trinity, 
that God values being together. We see this community of the Father Son and Holy 
Spirit being played out throughout scripture. Specifically, we see this in creation, in 
Jesus Baptism and in his ministry, death and resurrection. We too are invited into 
this community!  The apostle Paul reminds us of this invitation: “In the fullness of 
time, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive adoption. And 
because you are sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts 
crying, "Abba, Father." Galatians 4:4-6.  In our youth ministry at St Luke’s we are 
continually reminding kids that God loves them so much that he sent his son to 
redeem them, to bring them back to God, and he has sent his Spirit to remind them 
who they are and to whom they belong.  We also remind them that recognizing and 
believing this truth is what makes our participation in this community a reality. “Yet 
to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God” Therefore all our meetings and retreats are built on the 
importance of being together through the foundation of our Trinitarian faith. 

Surf Trip 2018 

On May 18th-20th we had 
our 9th annual surf 
retreat to Ponce Inlet in 
Florida.  We brought 42 
high school/ middle 
school students and 10 
adults. In spite of the 
weather being stormy, 
most of the weekend the 
kids had a great time 
enjoying the beach, 
going to the go-cart 
track and worshiping 
together at Grace 
Episcopal Church on 
Saturday Night. Nine years ago, I made a cold call to Grace Episcopal Church and 
told them I was looking to take some kids on a surf trip and needed a place to stay.  
The secretary forwarded me to the pastor Rick Burhans, who used to own a surf 
shop and still enjoys surfing. He graciously invited to host us and now this trip has 
become a great tradition for the last 9 years. 

6th Annual Trip to 
Honduras  

St Luke’s has once again been 
incredibly generous and faithful in 
supporting our 25 high school 
students that are going to Honduras 
this year. Our envelope fundraiser 
and pasta 2 go campaign has 
generated over $7000 in support for 
our trip this year.  We are planning 
one more fundraiser, Local Pie Silent 
Auction that will help specifically with 
a new after school camp pilot 
program we are starting up and 
helping to run this summer. This 
camp will hopefully be sustainable 
through a new intern program that 
Urban Promise is starting up in 
Honduras in the fall. Thanks for your 
partnership in these life changing 
mission trips for our youth.    
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Bill Phillips, Interim Missions Committee 
Chairperson 
phillipskb@aol.com 

 

May 2018 Pentecost 

“Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the 
common good” 
 (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

Dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, 

Please join us in praising 
God for the wonderful things happening in 
our family and ministry. 

As to family, Tomas -our youngest son- just 
earned his MBA from the University of North 
Florida, and –wow- got a job! We had the 
opportunity to gather together as a family to 
celebrate. Our two grandchildren keep 
growing and filling our hearts with great joy. 

 

 

 

As to ministry, we continue operating as 
circuit riders in four different churches on 
weekends. Join us in prayer and 
thanksgiving for the first Eucharist in 
Spanish at Grace Anglican Church in 
Oceanside, CA. Our intent and prayer is that 
it will become the seed for a Spanish-
speaking congregation and a spiritual home 
for other people that God will call.The 
kickoff will be this coming Pentecost Day at 
5:00 p.m. If you know somebody who could 
be interested, pray for them and refer them 
to us… we will contact them on your behalf, 
and for the sake of the Gospel of Grace of 
Jesus Christ. By the way, the new church 
will be named “Iglesia de la Gracia”. We 
have been worshipping at this church -seat 
of the Deanery of San Diego- every third 
Sunday. This is the closest church to our 
home (6 miles), which allows us to have it 
as a home-church during the week. After 

Pentecost, we will be 
here every Sunday 

evening -traveling from wherever we are.  

Maria Isabel travels weekly by train to co-
lead a bilingual Healing Bible 
Study at St. Stephen’s (Tustin, 
CA). Hispanic and American 
ladies are growing together in 
the Lord through this effort. 
Confirmation of one of the 
Hispanics and a baptism for 

one of the grandchildren are on the near 
horizon. On the first Sunday of the month 
we are in this congregation (60 miles from 
home). Juan B is frequently invited to 
preach. 

 

 

At St. Paul’s in the City (Lake Elsinore, CA) 
things have evolved more slowly. Two 
Peruvian families have bonded together and 
they gather from time to time for fellowship 
and Bible study. Please pray that while this 
church goes through the process of finding 
its new rector, the Holy Spirit would ‘light 
their fuse’ (‘les prenda la mecha’ –peruvian 
idiom) to capture the opportunities of 
growing the Kingdom for the glory of God 
within their area. On the fourth Sunday of 
every month we are here (56 miles from 
home). Juan B is frequently invited to 
preach. 

 

 

At Christ the King Church-plant, Ramona, 
CA., there’s a plan to start a bilingual Bible 
Study in the upcoming Fall. The challenge 
will be learning/practicing English for the 

Hispanics, and Spanish for the Americans. 
Please pray for interest and mutual 
‘compassion’ as we go through the 
adventure. In the coming weeks the main 
thing for the local pastor and us is to 
motivate American members to befriend 
Hispanics in the area, so we can invite 
them to the studies. We attend this church 
on the third Sunday of every month (31 
miles from home). Juan B is frequently 
invited to preach. 

 

 Thanks for your continuing and faithful 
prayers and material support. This is the 
way God uses you and us in the spreading 
of His Kingdom for His glory, and for the 
holistic good of His people in the world.  

Update from Juan and Maria Marentes 
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Since 1954, the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) has been challenging 
coaches and athletes on 
the professional, college, 
high school, junior high 
and youth levels to use 
the powerful medium of 
athletics to impact the 
world for Jesus Christ. 
FCA focuses on serving 
local communities by equipping, 
empowering and encouraging people to 
make a difference for Christ. Here in the low 
country, South Coastal FCA ministers in the 
four counties of Beaufort, Jasper, 
Hampton, and Allendale to a mission field 
of 38 schools and 25,000+ students and 
800+ coaches. 

FCA uses the powerful platform of athletics 
to minister to and through coaches and 
athletes (the influencers) to all the other 
students in their schools. Our local FCA 
Staff of 4 (missionaries) share the Gospel 
by going to the mission field and meeting 
students on their turf; their schools, gyms, 
fields, courts, etc… The Vision of FCA is “to 

see the world impacted by Jesus Christ 
through the influence of coaches & athletes.” 

And our FCA Mission is “to 
lead every coach and athlete, 
into a growing relationship 
with Jesus Christ and His 

church”.  

South Coastal FCA has a 
presence in 30 schools, 

including every public middle school and high 
school. FCA has 2,300+ students meeting 
weekly in Campus or Team Huddles (student 
led devotions/studies with prayer) at their 
schools. In addition, FCA has 8 coaches 
studies where we come along side coaches 
and help them to develop and deepen their 
faith so they in turn coach from a Biblical 
world view. In the last 12 months, through all 
our FCA programs, we have seen the Lord 
bring 139 young people to make public first-
time commitments or re-commitments to 
Christ! In our last 6 years there have been over 

1,500 commitments. Praise God! 

With the end of the school year South Coastal 
FCA is focused on summer camp for our 

Jamie Evans, Outreach Chairperson 
jsevans129@gmail.com  

When St. Luke’s Church gives generously to 
Second Helpings, some 45,000 meals are 
provided weekly to single parents, elderly, 
or the working poor who turn to local soup 
kitchens, food pantries, community centers, 
and other organizations for food.  

Second Helpings is the area’s only 
organization that exists to rescue, transport, 
and distribute food to food pantries and 
other partnerships every week. Their work is 
made possible by caring charities, 
foundations, businesses, churches, and 
individuals whose donations support their 
operations. 

Second Helpings is tremendously grateful to 
St. Luke’s for partnering to help feed the 
hungry. “Our goal is to continue to rescue 
food and distribute it free of any fees to very 
worthy organizations,” said Lili Coleman, 
executive director. “In order to operate the 
trucks that pick up and deliver food and 
cover other basic operating costs, we rely 
on community donations. St. Luke’s 
contribution is a lifesaver.”  

In 2017, volunteers on Second Helpings’ 
eight refrigerated trucks picked up some 2.8 
million pounds of food and distributed it to 
60 agencies in Beaufort, Jasper, and 
Hampton counties.  

The beauty of our area masks the reality of 

young people and coaches. FCA camps are 
a time of “inspiration, perspiration and 
transformation” for student/athletes and 
coaches who want to reach their potential 
through comprehensive athletic, spiritual, and 
leadership training. Our specific focus and 
area of need is FCA Leadership Camp which 
brings together our current and potential 
Student Campus leaders for 5 days of 
equipping, encouragement, and training to 
lead ministry on their campuses. FCA Student 
leaders have a significant role in our ministry 
and the potential to impact an entire school 
for Jesus. These student Leaders become like 
school missionaries for FCA. Financial 
support for camps provides an amazing 
return on investment in relation to lives 
transformed and for overall impact on our 
ministry 

FCA  thanks the members of St. Lukes for 
their continued partnership in ministry and for 
the prayers, resources, and volunteers you all 
provide our ministry. Please visit our website 
at www.southcoastalfca.org for more 
information and contact Director, Paul Cifaldi, 
with any questions or needs (pcifaldi@fca.org 
or 843-298-9801). 

June Outreach: Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

daily living for some in our 
community. The need for food is 

great.  

Community Needs 

One in seven residents in our area is unable 
to afford the food they need on a daily basis.  

An average cost of 
$550 a month to feed a 
family of four requires 
many families to 
choose paying rent and 
utilities rather than 
eating. 

Soup kitchens and food 
pantries, homeless shelters, senior centers, 
and more are filled each day with people who 
have no other place to turn for food.  

Fortunately, there are places filled with caring 
people who want to alleviate hunger. The 
Agape Family Life Center, halfway between 
Hardeeville and Savannah, is one agency that 
receives food from Second Helpings. On 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, the Second 
Helpings trucks roll in to deliver produce, 
meat, bread, and other items. And, there are 
always senior citizens, parents, and others 
who are waiting for the food giveaway.  

In addition to those who come to the center to 
pick up food, the Center maintains a list of the 
elderly, the sick, and those who do not have 
transportation and need food delivered. They 
also pack and distribute food at the Senior 

Center in Hardeeville, food provided by 
Second Helpings.  

Just as St. Luke’s includes in its vision 
“serving our community and beyond,” 
Second Helpings tries to meet needs as they 
arise. As a result, in 2017 Second Helpings 

partnered with Palmetto 
Breeze Transit to pack and 
distribute food bags to 
commuters who ride buses to 
work on Hilton Head. Each 
Thursday, volunteers pack 
bags with produce, bread, 
meat, and packaged items 
for the bus riders who leave 

for work early in the morning and get home 
long after soup kitchens have closed. Second 
Helpings was awarded Organization of the 
Year by the Hilton Head Island-Bluffton 
Chamber of Commerce in 2017 for this 
program.  

The funds contributed to Second Helpings 
are essential to their work. For every $100 
contribution, Second Helpings is able to 
provide some $2,000 in food to people in 
need. Volunteers are always welcome. To 
learn more about Second Helpings, visit 
www.secondhelpingslc.org/.  

July Outreach: Second Helpings 
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At age 28, soon after turning my life over to 
Jesus Christ, I was again diagnosed with a 
melanoma. This time I was more angry than 
scared.  Just as I had 
finally become a believer, 
I once again was facing 
my mortality – not fair! I 
remember wrestling with 
God and finally leaving 
my future in his hands 
with the one condition 
that he allow my illness to 
bring my parents to know 
him. I saw him use my 
surgery and chemotherapy treatment to 
further alleviate my fear of dying and increase 
my trust in him. During that time I was given 
an excerpt from a book which compared 
dying to being born. Who would want to be 
born when life was perfect in the womb? Who 
could imagine a universe of air and noise and 
light when a fetus is safe and comfortable 
floating in the water and connected to 
mother? The same is true with our life on 
earth. All we know is what life is like. It is 
normal to fear the unknown. 

This is where our faith comes in. The more we 
see every little way in which God is watching 

Sharon Smith 

It seems to me that many more people I 
know and love are suffering from illnesses 
and dying. This phenomenon is causing me 
to ponder more and more what life after 
death will be like. Strangely enough, this 
week’s lesson in my Bible Study was entitled 
“The Death of Death.” The lesson was based 
on 1 Corinthians 15, which is Paul’s 
description of Jesus’ final victory over 
physical death through his resurrection. Paul 
emphasizes the comfort and encouragement 
that this is meant to bring to all believers and 
the hopelessness for all those who do not 
believe. Yet it seems that most believers are 
not truly looking forward to our reunion with 
the risen Christ. Why is that? 

A few experiences in my life have brought 
me to the place of having more hope in 
these promises, but I still have to admit 
some fear of the unknown.  Having my first 
melanoma at age 20 certainly opened my 
eyes to my mortality and caused me to seek 
to know God. However, that was short-lived 
because I was pronounced healthy after 
surgery, quickly forgetting my search. 

over us, the more we are familiar with the 
truth of Scripture, the more we commune 
with God and learn to hear his voice, the 
better prepared we will be for the death of 
those we love and for our own death.  

As I witnessed my mother 
decline and finally breathe 
her last, I was blessed with 
assurance that she would 
be with the Lord. I watched 
her pass peacefully into 
eternity.  I believe her 
passing also kept my father 
at peace as he breathed his 
last.  As I saw my 
daughter’s posture when we 

found her body, I saw her peace. These 
experiences have helped me to find comfort 
in the midst of pain and have decreased my 
need to feel in control of all my 
circumstances. Every time I walk into a 
situation that causes me anxiety, I trust more 
in my Lord. I believe that the more we can 
let go of control in this life, the easier it will 
be to look forward with joy to the life to 
come. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do 
not rely on your own insight.  Acknowledge 
Him in all your ways and He will make 
straight your path.” (Proverbs 3:5-8) 
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