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A year ago, at this time, we had just returned 
from a visit with our first grandchild, Owen, 
and we were anticipating the birth of our 

second grandchild, Simon. 
So, last year, I decided to 
forego a Mission trip to 
Tanzania. 

This year, I am going back to 
Tanzania....leaving June 5th 
and (hopefully, God willing) 
returning home June 15th. 
This trip is very different than 
my "usual" trips to Tanzania! 

Now, going for my 11th or 12th time, I had 
always been "comfortable" with where I was 
going and what I was doing. I had built 
relationships with two Bishops in Tanzania, 
had Clergy Conferences in the Diocese of Dar 
Es Salaam and the South Highlands (staying 
in Mbeye), and have known a number of 
clergy in those Dioceses through the years. 

This year, it will be quite different. Bishop 
Valentine Mokiwa is no longer Bishop of Dar 
Es Salaam. And, this past January, while I 
was teaching at the Anglican Leadership 
Institute in Charleston, I met another Bishop 
(Vithalis Yusuph) of the Diocese of 
Bihamarulo in the Northwest region of 
Tanzania near Mwanza (a relatively new 
Diocese) who invited me back to Tanzania to 
preach. I will be preaching in the Cathedral in 
the latter Diocese on June 9th (Pentecost) 
and teaching in Dar Es Salaam on June 11th. 
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May—August 2019 Dear Parish Family 

Upward:  To worship and serve the Lord 

Inward:  To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Outward:  To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community, 
and the world. 

given me what to say! And, how I know that 
when I am there, I will experience 
opportunities, friendships, and blessings in 
wonderful ways! I will return home rejoicing, 
and with peace. I am sure that I will return 
home with stories! The Lord weaves His will in 
such wonderful ways! I have experienced this 
before; I know that I will experience it again. 

And yet, the anticipation of getting ready, and 
the travel, and the challenges, already have 
me filled with mixed emotions! 

The Lord has a desire to bless His people, to 
have us be His servants, to weave His will into 
our lives to bless our lives and others; to 
nurture old relationships and to build new 
ones; to bring people into relationship with 
Himself and to cause others to grow deeper. 
And, sometimes, this blessing for us and 
others requires us to be faithful to His call and 
to get "outside of our comfort zone;" to be 
willing to risk, pay a price. What I have learned 
over and over again is that He loves us, we 
can trust Him, and it is worth it! 

Are you serving Him? Are you responsive to 
His call? Have you been a witness for the sake 
of others, for the sake of His kingdom? Have 
you experienced His faithfulness in a way that 
only comes when you are stretched, or take a 
step of faith, or follow His call prayerfully? 
Have you stepped outside of your comfort 
zone? 

As we approach the summertime, a time when 
we usually think: "vacation," maybe now is the 
time for you to take a step of faith; to respond 
to His call and move outside of your comfort 
zone. Maybe take a step, or, if you are not 
quite ready, pray this summer; so that maybe 
when we come to the fall, you might take a 
step of faith: join a small group, a discipleship 
class, a ministry, or even sign up for a Mission 
Trip; and see how the Lord might bless you, 
and others! 

Love in Christ, 

Greg Kronz 

I have just found out the topics that I will be 
speaking on. I am currently writing the 
teaching, having just completed writing the 
sermon. And, by God's grace, Dr. Rick 
Vanderslice, who is traveling to Tanzania with 
his family to visit and share in ministry at the 
Valentine Children's Home, has consented to 
accompany me to the Diocese of Bihamarulo. 

I have probably been on around 30 mission 
trips in my years of ministry. Although I am 
not afraid of flying per se, I don't like flying 
internationally. I grew up as a "middle class 
kid" in Pittsburgh, and we did not travel often; 
and only by car. The first time that I flew in a 
plane was to meet Meredith's parents when I 
was 21 years old! And, the first time that I flew 
internationally was to Honduras in 1994 when 
we did our first Mission trip from St. Luke's (I 
did Mission trips to Mexico when I lived and 
served in Texas, but we drove!). Preaching 
and teaching in foreign countries where one 
has an interpreter is always a unique 
experience: depending upon the interpreter, 
the setting, and how long you are expected to 
speak.....especially since, with an interpreter, 
the time is more limited! 

So many different and challenging 
experiences! I am comfortable preaching and 
teaching here....familiar, comfortable, 
amongst people I know, with a setting I know, 
in a culture I know. Usually not wondering if I 
will arrive on time, usually not wondering if I 
will be "jet-lagged" or whether I will be held up 
by weather, mechanical failure, customs, or a 
host of other reasons. But, when traveling 
internationally, I have to make sure that I only 
drink and brush my teeth with bottled water, 
and get all the proper immunizations and 
medications before I leave. 

For some of you, this is "no big deal," "old 
hat," "easily done." For me, to be honest, I 
would, in many ways, just rather "stay home." 

But I know, without a doubt, I am called to go! 
How the Lord has opened doors! How the 
Lord has paved the way! How the Lord has 

Greg Kronz 
Rector  
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SEARCH FOR “St. Luke’s Church” 
and look for the Bell Tower icon. 

Transitions 
Baptisms - Simon Clark Kronz 

Deaths - Helen Bishop, Mary "Stick" Carroll, 
Alma Ericson, Clyde Harris, Fran Hubbell, 
Marilyn McMurtry, Karl Meyer, Jen Mooney, 
Marilee Ondrus, Jim & Ann Owen, Jane 
Rawlings, Helen Wobig, Dan Zagers 

Transfer Out - Caroline Nardone, Michael E. 
Weaver 

Discovery Class/New Members - Paul & 
Deborah Abasciano, Candace Birkenhauer, 
Charles & Sharilynn Dolab, Harry & Lynn 
Green, MaryLou Haraburd, Paul & Mary 
Hurley, Norma Marcellino, Jim & Anita 
McGuirk, Staunton & Pat Oppenheimer, Len 
& Robyn Zimmerman 

Flower Guild 
Altar flower dates for the rest of 
2019 are available. Call the church 
office at 843-785-4099 if you'd like 
to schedule a date in honor or 
memory of a loved one or in 
celebration of a birthday or anniversary. 
Cost is only $100 made payable to St. 
Luke's Flower Guild. Leigh Ann Hoppe is in 
charge of the Flower Guild and always 
makes sure that the altar is beautiful.  

SC Diocese E-Newsletter 
You can receive the newsletter of the South 
Carolina Diocese by subscribing from the 
Diocesan website: www.dioceseofsc.org 

Look for the “Subscribe” button to the right 
of the homepage. 

We send a weekly email to help you 
prepare for Sunday and upcoming 
activities. We call it our E-Zine. That's E-
'zeen', like maga-zine. It's our weekly 'E'-
lectronic maga-'zine'. Or E-Zine. Get it? To 
be added to our list, send an email to 
publications@stlukeshhi.org with “E-Zine” 
in the subject line. 

St. Luke’s Church 
50 Pope Avenue 
Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

(843) 785-4099 
stlukes@stlukeshhi.org 
www.stlukeshhi.org 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

http://www.stlukeshhi.org/administration---
vestry.html  

Church Staff 

Sharon Smith, ACTS Director 
acts@stlukeshhi.org 

Greg Kronz, Rector 
gregkronz@stlukeshhi.org 

Kathie Phillips, Deacon 
kathiephillips@stlukeshhi.org 

Steve Chisholm, Assistant Rector, Youth 
and Families 
stevechisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Nina Rodman, Minister of Music 
music@stlukeshhi.org 

Jordan Sturm, Publications/Praise Team 
jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org 

Denise Gildner, Church Secretary 
denisegildner@stlukeshhi.org 

Janice Ring, Preschool Director 
preschool@stlukeshhi.org 

Nancy Justice, Business Manager 
nancyjustice@stlukeshhi.org 

Brooks Munch, Sexton 
brooksmunch@stlukeshhi.org 

Bookshop Greetings 
Such a perfect time of 
year! Join us in our 
beautifully decorated 
Shop for a multitude 
of remembrances. Our 
lovely cards are 
amazing for only 
$1.00. Surely there 
is someone who needs to hear from you. 
May this gorgeous season being untold 
blessings and unexpected delights to share 
with others. See ya soon. Sundays: 8:45am-
10am; 11:15am-12; Wednesdays 5:15-
6pm.   

Office Closures 
We will be closed on Monday, May 27 for 
Memorial Day. We will begin closing the 
church office at noon on Fridays from May 
24 through August 30. 

Hog Heaven BBQ 

How about a round of applause for our Hog 
Heaven BBQ Team, our favorite motley 
crew of do-gooders! Beyond supplying 
delicious, savory food at the majority of our 
events and being just generally swell guys, 
did you know that they also donate food 
and time to charities such as Hilton Head 
Heroes and the Children’s Miracle Network 
and others? Thank you, fellas! 

Be Confirmed 
If you have joined St. Luke’s within the last 
year and would like to be confirmed or 
received (if you are already confirmed and 
transferred in) by Bishop Lawrence when 
he’s here on June 2, please contact the 
church office at 785-4099 by May 28. 
Confirmations will be done at the 10:00 AM 
service with a reception to follow. 

Veronica Chisholm, Children & Family 
veronicachisholm@stlukeshhi.org 

Tanzania Mission Trip 
Please keep our Tanzanian mission group 
in your prayers. They’ll be in Tanzania from 
June 5-15, mostly helping out at the 
Valentine Children’s Home. Greg will branch 
off and preach on Pentacost at the 
Cathedral in Bihamarulo, in northwest 
Tanzania near Burundi and Lake Victoria, as 
well as teaching in Dar Es Salaam. 
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TIM MALCHAK IN 
CONCERT 
Sunday, May 19, 6:00pm 

Singer/Songwriter Tim Malchak will bring 
his own bend of “Gospel Americana” (folk/
country & soft rock) 
to St. Luke’s Church 
in concert on 
Sunday, May 19th at 
6:00pm.  In this 75-
minute concert, Tim 
presents his original 
songs in a solo 
acoustic setting, 
combined with stories of the personal and 
scriptural inspiration behind them.  With 
humor, an engaging style and refreshing 
transparency, Tim gives his powerful 
testimony of God’s work in his life, taking 
him from fame in Nashville, through drug 
addiction and recovery to using his gifts for 
God’s glory today.  The concert is FREE 
and a love offering will be taken.  St. Luke’s 
is pleased to host this event and 
encourages our members and the 
community to join us for this unique 
evening of worship, praise, and inspiration! 
(www.malchak.com for more information) 

MOSES & THE 
FREEDOM FANATICS 
What a fantastic time the choristers of the 
Canterbury and St. 
Nicholas Choirs had telling 
the story of Moses, Miriam, 
and Aaron, Pharaoh and 
the plagues the Lord sent 
to free His people, the 
Israelites, from their slavery 
in Egypt (“Frogs”, “Lice, 

Flies, Fleas”), and “The Voice of the Lord”!  In 
case you missed this musical adventure, it 
was presented Sunday, February 24 during 
the 10:00am service.  The choristers are still 

joyfully singing the songs from the 
musical and sharing their memories—
they will never forget how mightily God 
used Moses to free His people from 
their bondage of slavery in Egypt? 

Dan Forrest’s REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING 
In celebration of the season of Lent, the St. Luke’s Choir, soloists, and chamber ensemble 
presented the exquisite large choral work REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING by Dan Forrest on 
Sunday, April 7 at 10:00am service.   

A Requiem, at its core, is a prayer for 
rest – traditionally for the deceased.  Dan 
Forrest’s REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING 
(2013), however, forms a narrative just as 
much for the living and their own 
struggle with pain and sorrow as for the 
dead. 

The 10:00am service began that Sunday at 9:56 with the Introit, a plea for rest.  Following the 
processional hymn, the choir sang the Kyrie: Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have 
mercy.  At the offertory, the choir and instruments presented Vanitas Vanitatum, the 
movement Forrest composed to replace the traditional Dies Irae; the text is based on Job 3:3 
and Ecclesiastes 3:20, 12:7-8 and the music is a juxtaposition of aggressive rhythms and 
long floating melodic lines – be prepared for the timpani!  The Sanctus followed with different 
glimpses of the “heavens and earth, full of Thy glory”. The lovely Agnus Dei prepared our 
hearts to receive communion, opening with a lovely flute/oboe duet. The work closed with 
Lux Aeterna, which portrays light, peace, and rest – for both the deceased and the living.  

REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING was sung in Latin except for Jesus’ words (Matthew 11:28) in the 
final movement (Matt Walley, tenor), “Come unto me, all ye who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

REQUIEM FOR THE LIVING was commissioned by the Hickory Choral Society (Hickory, NC) 
as part of its ongoing commitment to funding new major works for the choral repertoire. The 
work is Dan Forrest’s largest piece to date, and was written over a period of approximately 
10 months in 2012. It was performed in Carnegie Hall in January 2014. 

SING WITH THE MUSIC 
TEAM THIS SUMMER 
More praise, greater joy, easier music, 
fewer rehearsals, no robes – come sing with 
the St. Luke’s Music Team this summer! 

June, July and August are the perfect 
months to join this Music Team, which 
leads the music at the 10:00am Sunday 
worship service. We invite YOU to come 
sing with us in the Praise Choir! 

Here’s the schedule: 

Sundays, 9:15am rehearsals & 10:00am 
service 

Tuesdays, 6:30-8:15pm, every other week. 

June: 4, 18; July:  2, 16, 30; August: 13, 27 

CONTACT: co-directors, Jordan Sturm 
(843.290.3378/jordansturm@stlukeshhi.org) 

Nina Rodman (843.422.0490/
ninarodman@stlukeshhi.org) 
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Are Our Children Too Busy?   
Veronica Chisholm 

I’m not sure how many of you will read this ar cle, but I pray these words 
will reach your heart with a loving, warm feeling of “we need to make some 
changes”.  

   Are we making our children’s agenda too busy? Perhaps this will be a 
sensi ve ma er to you, but please bear with me. I agree with the famous 
la n phrase “mens sana in corpore sano” (healthy mind in a healthy body): 

• sports are good for kids (and teens) health as they build teamwork and 
coopera on 

• learning a musical instrument and foreign language are great for the 
brain crea ng new pathways  

• all arts foster individual expression and crea ve skills 

• play dates provide opportuni es to prac ce important social and 
emo onal skills 

    The list is long and we could keep on going. We love our kids and want 
them to have a healthy and successful life. And here comes the “but” most 
of us do not want to hear.  

    But… if we are honest, we have a quick tendency to put aside what plays 
the most important factor on our children’s lives: the kingdom of God. 
Everything else takes first dibs. We will drive long distances for a game, sit 
for hours and hours during prac ces and rehearsals, etc. Here it comes 
again… but what about their hearts, character, and their faith? Let’s not put 
it aside. We don't have to choose between church and other ac vi es. They 
are all important.  

    But we do need to invest in our kids’ spiritual lives. We must give them opportuni es to taste and see that the 
Lord is good, to grow in the knowledge and love of God, to come together on Sundays and praise the Almighty 
creator, loving father, prince of peace, marvelous counselor. Allow them to have a sense of being the body of 
Christ, the church, for whom Jesus laid his life. Let's give them the gi  of belonging to a community of believers 
and knowing nothing can separate them from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord!  
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Summer Mission Trip Opportunities 

We have two amazing mission trip opportunities for youth this summer. We are filling up fast 
for our Dominican Trip but have spots available for Honduras.  

St Luke’s Mission Trip 

Santiago, Dominican Republic 

June 16-22,2019 
What’s going on? 
This summer our 
youth ministry at 
St. Luke’s has an 
amazing 
opportunity to go 
to Santiago, 
Dominican 
Republic with our 
youth group at St. 
Luke’s Church to 
work with Casas 
por Cristo https://
casasporcristo.org 
to construct two 
four-room secure homes - complete with cement 
foundation, electricity, windows and doors! Our 
volunteer team through fundraising will cover the 
cost of the project and build these houses from the 
ground up and in doing so provide the home as a 
free gift to a family in need.  

High School International  

Mission Trip 2019 

7th annual trip to HONDURAS 
Monday July 08—Monday July 15, 2019 

Serve Others and Transform your Life! 

What will you do:  We will go on our 7th annual trip 
with UPH to 
work with two 
after school 
programs for 
local low-income 
children. The 
after-school 
program’s focus 
is on helping the 
children to build faith in Christ, develop study skills, 
learn leadership tools, practice better hygiene and to 
acquire other life skills so they will stay in school and 
have the tools to succeed and be a force of change 
in their community. We will be working with local 
Honduran teenagers along with the Urban Promise 
staff throughout the week.  

Youth Missions Fundraiser at Local Pie 
Silent Auction 

To Benefit St. Luke’s Summer of 2019 High 
School Mission Trips  

Saturday June 9th 

9 am-12pm  St. Luke’s Church 

5pm -8pm  Local Pie                           
55 New Orleans Road 

This Summer, the youth will be helping to 
build two homes in the Dominican 
Republic, and helping to run three after-
school programs for poor children in 
Honduras. Please consider making a 
donation of either a Silent Auction Item or a 
Cash Donation to help these teenagers in 
their mission to “bring the good news of 
Jesus to the ends of the earth.” Acts 13:47 
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Bill Phillips, Interim Missions Committee 
Chairperson 
phillipskb@aol.com 

 

Update from Betsy Hake 
"Enlarge your 
house; build an 
addition. Spread 
out your home, and 
spare no expense! 

For you will soon 
be bursting at the 
seams." Isaiah 54; 
2, 3 

God gave us this verse over a year ago when 
we were asking Him if we should close our 
school due to increased government 
requirements. Thank you for praying with us! 
He has done marvelous things including much 
expansion as He promised! 

We welcomed seven new girls into our family 
this past month. Elvia had gone on a mission 
trip with some of our older girls to visit families 
in La Esperanza (see photo up above) and 
they became aware of these young girls and 
their need for a family. We praise God for each 
of these beautiful girls and are praying for their 
adjustment to life at the Villa and for God to 
continue to meet their every need. 

We thank God for the way He used The 
Church Mouse, a thrift store on Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., to provide this van for our 
ministry. We had prayed and prayed for more 
transportation since our school population has 
grown considerably and especially in order to 

pick up the children whose families work in or 
near the dump. 

So instead of closing down the school, God 
brought increase! We are so excited to be 
able to be a part of what God is doing in each 
one of these young lives so full of potential 
and promise! 

We thank Jesus for the Church Mouse whom 
He touched to also provide the funds for a 
new classroom to accommodate our ever-
expanding school. 

Speaking of expansion, we praise God for the 
team from St. Luke's Hilton Head who threw a 
baby shower for Marlyn. She is due at the end 
of the month. She and Emma are doing well 
and I am so excited to be a grandmama! Our 
borders are expanding in all directions! 

We will start construction of our chapel on the 
Villa property at the end of the month with the 
Cedar's Team from Prince George, Canada. 

We are so excited to finally be able to begin 
this house of prayer for all nations and to host 
this beloved team from Cedar's Christian 
School! 

And last but not least we are praising God for 
Susana's acceptance into a five month YWAM 
(Youth With A Mission) program here in 
Tegucigalpa. Here she is pictured at her 
graduation with her brother Noe who works 
fulltime in the ministry teaching computers and 
taking care of the young bucks. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and 
support. We are more convinced than ever 
that prayer is the work! When we join together 
in prayer for His Kingdom, He moves 
powerfully. Much love and blessings to each 
of you! 

Betsy for the whole Jericho Family  

Please join us in praying for Susana, for the 
School, and for more women to join our 
workshop. 
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Jamie Evans, Outreach Chairperson 
jsevans129@gmail.com  

Once again, Memory 
Matters is very grateful to 
be chosen to receive 
funds for ongoing 
programming. St. Luke’s 
continues to support our 
mission and truly 
understands the 
importance of supporting those in need of 
memory care and their families. We have 
been blessed to continue the vision that 
started at St Luke’s over 22 years ago.  

Last year St Luke’s partnered with Memory 
Matters in providing the funds to enrich the 

June Outreach: Hospice 

gross motor skills equipment at the 
center. Physical activity helps improve 

cognition in adults with 
cognitive decline. This year our 
goal of providing the best brain 
day for all of our participants 
continues. The funds for 2019 
will go to continue building our 
memory enhancing programs. 

During a typical themed day at Memory 
Matters we gather in to what are call pods. 
Pods are interactive small groups working 
together on projects, lessons and even 
iPads. These small groups give the 
participant continued use of daily skills, 
expression of thoughts, and socialization. A 

typical pod may be collaging, word games, 
poetry expression, working with clay, 
playing a game of dominos, or even 
making flower arrangements. Meaningful 
activities—those that engage the person's 
attention and connect with their interests—
are critical in the provision of care for those 
with cognitive impairment. 

This gift from St Luke’s and the Church 
Mouse will provide the perfect balance to a 
fun activity driven program. Again, thanks 
so much for your continued support for 
helping sustain excellent programs at 
Memory Matters.  

May Outreach: Memory Matters 

Apply for 2020! 
Outreach of the Month is looking for non- 
profits to apply for  the 2020 Calendar Year. 
Please contact Jamie Evans for information. 
(843-342-9450, jsevans129@gmail.com) 

Hospice Care of the Lowcountry is your 
community based, nonprofit, independent, 
Medicare certified hospice and palliative 
care agency serving Beaufort and Jasper 
counties for the past 36 years.  Our mission 
is to provide pain and distressing symptom 
management for the patient dealing with 
terminal illness and end of life challenges.  
We provide comfort care while honoring the 
dignity of the individual.  A plan of care 
specific to the patient is written to address 
physical, emotional and spiritual concerns.  
All medications, medical equipment and 
supplies related to the diagnosis are 
provided.  Our services are provided by a 
professional team of physicians, nurses, 
social workers, certified nursing assistants, 

chaplain, counselors, therapists and over 
150 volunteers.  We offer several programs 
and services to our 
patients and their 
families; Hos-Pets Pet 
Therapy, Pet Peace of 
Mind, We Honor 
Veterans, Caregiver 
Relief, Aromatherapy and Bereavement. 

Our Bereavement Program includes weekly 
support groups on HHI and in Bluffton, 
individualized counseling, outreach to the 
local schools in times of crisis and The 
Harper Project – support group for 
pregnancy and infant loss.  These services 
are available to our patient’s families and 
the community at no charge.  The 
Bereavement team consists of (3) social 
workers and our chaplain.  The social 

worker and chaplain meet every patient 
upon admission and often see 
them and the family throughout 
the hospice stay.  We maintain 
contact with the family for a 
minimum of 13 months after a 
loved one’s death.  This time 

period covers the many “firsts”; holidays, 
birthdays and anniversaries.  This contact 
includes sympathy card, phone calls, 
mailings/literature throughout the year and 
an invitation to our Celebration of Life 
Memorial Service.  This service is gathering 
of staff and the family members of 
deceased patients sharing and honoring 
those who have passed within the past 
year.  We meet people where they are in 
their grief process and offer hope to go on. 

In November 2019, Pregnancy Center and 
Clinic of The Low Country (PCCLC) will 
have served the community for 29 years. 
Firstly, as a Crisis 
Pregnancy Ministry, and 
now as a bona fide 
basic prenatal medical 
clinic offering Free early 
Adequate Prenatal Care 
through the 16th week 
of gestation to any uninsured woman.  
PCCLC serves without regard to age, race, 
ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic status, or 
geographic residence.  

Although we are unashamedly a Christian 
faith-based ministry, proselytization is not 
our first goal. We follow the example of 
Jesus in providing a wealth of services 
which may include food, clothing, 
counseling, and sharing His Gospel.  The 
options of pregnancy are discussed to 

enable the staff to know how to 
minister to the client. Glory to God 

for the advent of the miraculous Ultrasound, 
for it is an absolute truth that 'a picture 
speaks a thousand words!'  This instrument 

'cuts to the chase ' upon 
sight of even a tiny 
beating heart!  

In 2018, 1,182 clients 
received various types of 
medical care, 438 of 
whom initiated prenatal 

care in our Hilton Head clinic or at one of 
our three satellite sites in Bluffton, 
Hardeeville, or Ridgeland. PCCLC 
documented 234 births owing. Clients are 
offered monthly support services including 
Bible study, Medicaid assistance, twice 
monthly meetings with guest speakers from 
relevant agencies, and ESL (English as a 
Second language). Each graduate from the 
16 week prenatal care program and/or 
attendees of the support group programs is 

July Outreach: Pregnancy Center entitled to get a newborn Layette set.  

The clients are oftentimes Spoiled with Baby 
Showers through various church groups, 
gifts provided throughout the year by 
others, and Christmas gifts for baby by a 
third group. We have utilized monies 
received from St. Luke’s Church through the 
years for application to several needs, and 
look forward next to exchanging the worn 
flooring throughout the Hilton Head office.  

Thank You, St. Luke’s parish! 
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unknown, I am drawn closer to God by 
needing Him more. Also, He opens doors I 
never would have imagined and provides in 
unexpected ways. “Dear brothers and sisters, 
when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For 
you know that 
when your faith is 
tested, your 
endurance has a 
chance to 
grow.” (James 
1:2,3 NLT) 

Finally, we need 
to constantly seek to hear His voice as to how 
He wants us to use our gifts throughout our 
lives. As we move through the different 
seasons of our lives, we may be called to 
serve in different ways, but we are never 
finished until we leave this world. I remember 
Bishop Salmon telling a story of a woman 
who had become housebound. Rather than 
turning to self-pity, she took on a ministry of 
writing encouraging notes to shut-ins. Then 

Sharon Smith 

It is totally awesome to take the time to 
notice the beauty all around us, especially as 
Spring blossoms in all its splendor. During 
this season I have been trying to focus on all 
the positive things God puts in front of me 
daily – what is right rather than what is 
wrong. 

To begin with, one needs to meditate on the 
truth that God created each of us with a 
special gift and talent, and he sees us, 
through Jesus’ blood, as totally acceptable 
in His eyes. This means that any time we 
spend in self-flagellation is wasted time and 
diverts us from hearing His voice. The truth: 
“… I am fearfully and wonderfully made. (Ps 
139:14a, KJV) 

Secondly, it is important to embrace change 
in our lives as new opportunities for growth. 
Oftentimes change involves loss and our 
focus is on what didn’t go the way we had 
planned or desired. I have found that in 
these times when I feel anxious about the 

she lost her eyesight, and again refusing to 
become disheartened, she decided she 
would now pray for others in need. She 
knew God wasn’t finished with her until He 
took her home.  

I pray that we all continue to serve Him, 
according to His will, in all the seasons of 

our lives. “There are 
different kinds of 
spiritual gifts, but the 
same Spirit is the 
source of them all. 
There are different 
kinds of service, but 
we serve the same 
Lord. God works in 

different ways, but it is the same God who 
does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is 
given to each of us so we can help each 
other.”  (1 Cor. 12:4-7, NLT) 

Are you open to how God may be calling 
you to serve in a different way? 

Counselor’s Comments: Always Useful to God 
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