Notes From the Rector
Marriage is a sacred union of two people that was ordained by
God at crea,on and sanc,oned by Jesus by His presence and ﬁrst
miracle in Cana of Galilee.
Chris,an marriage is a covenant rela,onship between a man and
a woman that binds them together as husband and wife.
Marriage is given to us for our mutual joy, help and comfort in
prosperity and adversity, and when it is God's will, for the
procrea,on and nurture of children. It is also given as a visible
reﬂec,on of the bond between Christ and the Church.
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At St. Luke's, our goal is to prepare you for, and help you have, a
Chris,an marriage through pre-marital counseling, the marriage
ceremony, and serving you throughout your life here.
May our Lord bless you as you begin this journey together with
Him!
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Regula,ons for Weddings
1. Consulta,on with the clergy is necessary before a wedding
date may be set. In accordance with Canon Law, at least
thirty days' no,ce is required, and suﬃcient ,me is needed
to complete pre- marital counseling and to establish Church
membership.
2. Instruc,on in Chris,an marriage as a prepara,on to marriage
and the answering of ques,ons rela,ve to your inten,ons is
required by our Canon Law. It is therefore necessary for you
and your ﬁancé to meet together with one of the clergy. You
may call the Ministry Center to make an appointment (7854099).

7. The sexton's fee is $100. There may be addi,onal sexton fees
if other church facili,es are used. These facili,es include the
Parish Hall and the kitchen. If you are considering using
these rooms please ask for the regula,ons and fees for their
use. Your caterer should contact the sexton for details.
8. Please contact the organist Nina Rodman (363-6471) and the
clergy who will oﬃciate before any music is chosen. It is
helpful to remember in choosing music that this is a Chris,an
marriage ceremony and service of worship. Nina shall
provide and perform the music except when her permission
has ﬁrst been sought and obtained for another person to
take part. The fee for consulta,on, rehearsal and ceremony
is $300. There will be an addi,onal charge for providing
soloists or for instrumentalists, and/or extra rehearsals.

3. All marriages are governed by the laws of the State of South
Carolina and the Solemniza,on of Marriage by the Canons of
the Protestant Episcopal Church. It is your responsibility to
fulﬁll the requirements of the licensing law in South Carolina
and canons of our church. You must present a valid license
prior to the service.

9. Wedding rehearsals are generally held the day before the
wedding. It shall be arranged by appointment with the clergy
and organist. Since a wedding is a religious service, the
clergy shall have full charge of the rehearsal. A member of
the Wedding CommiIee will be present to assist the bride.

4. Marriage can only be solemnized in the church when:

10. There will be no alcohol permiIed at the rehearsal or
wedding ceremony.

a. both par,es have received Chris,an Bap,sm;
b. a dispensa,on has been received from the proper
church authority if either party has been divorced;
c. this ceremony at St. Luke's will be the only religious
ceremony to take place.
5. The marriage license must be obtained in South Carolina.
6. Before any minister other than the rector or associate is
engaged, the St. Luke's parish clergy must be consulted.
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11. Arrangements must be made with the Flower CommiIee,
which is responsible for all ﬂowers and decora,ons in the
church. Normal decorum is ﬂowers at the altar only,
arranged with simplicity and good taste. Any addi,onal
decora,ons must be approved by the clergy. Flowers at the
altar are considered to have been given to the church and
are always placed there by a member of the Flower Guild.
Ribbons and small ﬂoral arrangements for pew designa,on
are allowed. Call the Ministry Center (785-4099) to make
arrangements.
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12. We ask that the photographers remain at the back of the
church, refrain from using ﬂash photography, and take only
,me exposures during the ceremony. Photography following
the service should be limited to thirty minutes.
Guidelines for video taping during the ceremony require that
the videographer be located in a well-screened loca,on that
has been cleared with the clergy.
13. A wedding is a public service, and no person may be excluded
from the church except when the number of invited guests
approximates the sea,ng capacity and cards of admission
have been issued. The church now seats about 580 persons.
14. St. Luke's asks that you begin weddings no later than 7:00pm
on Saturday evenings. If you choose a day other than
Saturday, please discuss the ,me with the clergy.

TO THE BRIDE…..
The wedding commiIee of St. Luke's Episcopal Church serves as
a source of informa,on for the wedding couple and their families
regarding tradi,ons and customs of the church. A member of
the wedding commiIee will be present at the rehearsal and the
wedding ceremony. The following informa,on will be helpful in
planning your wedding.
To assure that the planning and the ceremony itself move
smoothly, there are a number of things we will need to know. A
member of the commiIee will be in touch with you, or whoever
is making the arrangements prior to the ceremony to determine:
1. What is the size of the wedding party: bridesmaids, maid or
matron of honor, groomsmen, best man, ﬂower girl, ring
bearer, etc.?

15. OKen ,mes brides and their families choose to have a
bulle,n with the order of service, especially if many in
aIendance are unfamiliar with the Episcopal Church. The
wedding chairman has examples of those used in previous
weddings.

2. Will there be a Eucharist? If so, when, (rehearsal or wedding
ceremony)? Who will be included for communion (the bridal
couple, the wedding party, the whole congrega,on)?

16. An honorarium for clergy is customary, but not required.

3. If there is a wedding director, what is her name and
telephone number?

17. All fees are to be paid on or before the rehearsal date.

4. When is the date and ,me of the rehearsal? The wedding
party should plan to assemble at the church thirty minutes
prior to that ,me, so that the rehearsal can begin on ,me.
5. Exactly who will be seated just prior to the ceremony
(mothers, grandmothers, etc.)?
6. How many pews will you need to have reserved for family
and special friends?
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7. What ,me will the wedding party be arriving at the church
on the wedding day? The Wedding CommiIee recommends
arriving at least forty-ﬁve minutes before the ceremony is
due to begin.
8. Will the wedding party be dressing at the church? Room 217
is available, and can be locked during the ceremony. The
groom and best man should gather in the loca,on
designated by the clergy.

At the rehearsal and at the ceremony members of the Wedding
CommiIee will be present for guidance and to make sugges,on
to the wedding party at the altar, etc. Please bring to the
rehearsal:
1. The marriage license;
2. Payments for the organist and the sexton, if not already
paid;
3. Pew assignment sheet to help iden,fy the persons to be
seated as "family" and the groomsmen/ushers who will
seat them. Please designate someone to be responsible
for the sea,ng and escor,ng out of the mothers and
grandmothers.
On the day of the wedding, a commiIee member will be at the
church one hour prior to the ceremony. Please bring to the
wedding:
1. The rings;
2. The bride's and aIendants' ﬂowers, if not being delivered
to the church.
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